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SECTION I. 


Of the GxneratPrINCiPLESOof Mona s, 


ISPUTES with perſons, pertinaciouſly ob- 
ſtinate in their principles, are, of all others, 
the moſt irkſome ; except, perhaps, thoſt 

with perſons, intirely diſingenuous, who really do not 
believe the opinion they defend, but engage in the 

T controverſy, from affectation, from a ſpirit of oppo- 
tion, or from a defire of ſhowing wit and ingenuity 
ſuperior to the reſt of mankind. The ſame blind ad. 
herence to their own arguments is to be expected in 
both; the ſame contempt of their antagoniſts ; and 
the ſame paſſionate vehemence, in inforcing ſophiſtry 
and falſhood.” And as reaſoning is not the ſource, 
EY whence either diſputant derives his tenets ; tis in vain 
expect, that any logic, which ſpeaks not to the af- 
fections, will ever engage him to embrace ** 


8 rinciples. 


Tao who have denied, the reality of mord dif... 


inctions, may be ranked among the diſingenuous diſ- 
Lent . B 2 putants ; 


putants; nor is it conceivable, that any human crea- 
ture could ever ſeriouſly believe, that all characters 
and actions were alike intitled to the affection and re- 
gard of every one. The difference, which nature has 
placed between one man and another, is ſo wide, and 
this difference is ſtill ſo much farther widened, by edu. 
cation, example, and habit, that where the oppoſite 
extremes come at once under our apprehenſion, there 
is no ſcepticiſm ſo ſcrupulous, and ſcarce any aſſurance 
ſo determined, as abſolutely to deny all diſtinction be- 
tween them. Let a man's infenſibility be ever ſo 
great, he muſt often be touched wich the images of 
- RIGHT and WRONG; and let his prejudices | 
be ever ſo obſtinate, he muſt obſerve, that others are 
ſuſceptible of like impreſſions, The only way, there- | 
fore, of converting an antagoniſt of this kind, is to 
leave him to himſelf. For, finding that no body 
keeps up the controverſy with him, *tis probable he 
will, at laſt, of himſelf, from mere wearineſs, come 
over to the ide of common ſenſe and reaſon. maT EET. 


Tura has heed a ao Narted of late, 
much better worth examination, concerning the ge- 
neral foundation of MO RAL S; Whether they are 
derived from REASON, or from SEN T I. 
MEN T; whether we attain the knowlege of them 
by a chain of argument and induQtion, or by an im- 
mediate feeling and finer internal ſenſe; whether, 
like all wund judgment of truth and falſhood, they 

d mould 
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ſhould be the ſame to every rational intelligent being ; 
or whether, like the perception of beauty and deſor · 
mity, they are founded intirely on the particular fa- 
bric and conſtitution of the human ſpecies, 


Tus antient philoſophers, tho' they often affirm, 
that virtue is nathing but conformity to reaſon, yet, in 
general, ſeem to conſider morals as deriving their ex- 
iſtence from taſte and ſentiment. On the other hand, 
our modern inquirers, tho” they alſo talk much of the 
beauty of virtue, and deformity of vice, yet have 
commonly endeayoured to account for theſe diſtine- 
tions by metaphyſical reaſonings, and by deductions 
from the moſt abſtract principles of human under. 
ſtanding. Such confufion reigned in theſe ſubjects, 
that an oppaſition of the greateſt conſequence could 
prevail between one ſyſtem and another, and even 
in the parts almoſt of each individual ſyſtem; and yet 
no body, till very lately, was ever ſenſible of it. The 
elegant Lord SHarTEsBURY, who firſt gave occaſion 
t) remark this diſtinction, and who, in general, adhe- 
red to the principles of the antients, is not, himſelf, 
intirely free from che ſame confuſion. 


Ir muſt be hits; that both ſides of the 
. queſtion are ſuſceptible of ſpecious arguments. Moral 
diſtinctions, it may be ſaid, are diſcernible by pure 
'reaſon : Elſe, whence the many diſputes that reign in 


common life, as well as in philoſophy, with. a to 
| B 3 this 


* 


6 SECTION I. 
this ſubject: The long chain of proofs often produced 


on both ſides; the examples cited, the authorities ap- 
pealed to, the analogies employed, the fallacies detect · 
ed, the inferences drawn, and the feveral concluſions 
adjuſted to their proper principles, Truth is diſpu- 
table; not, taſte : What exiſts in the nature of things 


is the ſtandard of our judgment; what each man 
feels within himſelf is the ſtandard of ſentiment. Pro- 


poſitions in geometry may be proved, ſyſtems in phy- 
fics may be controverted ; but the harmony of verſe, 


the tendernefs of paſſion, the brilliancy of wit, muſt 


give immediate pleaſure. No man reaſons concern- 


ing another's beauty; but frequently concerning the 


Juſtice or injuſtice of his actions. In every trial the 


firſt object of the criminals is to diſprove the facts al- 
leged, and deny the actions imputed to them: The 


ſecond to prove, that even if theſe actions were real, 
they might be juſlified, as innocent and lawful. Tis 


confeſſedly by deductions of the underſtanding, that 


_ "the firſt point is aſcertained : How can we ſuppoſe, 
that a different faculty of the mind Wee in fix- 


ing the other? 


O the other hand, thoſe ak would ve all 


| n determinations into ſentiment, may endeavour to 
ſhow, that tis impoſſible for reaſon ever to draw con- 
cluſions of this nature. Jo virtue, ſay they, it be- 
1ongs-to be amiable,and vice adious. This forms their 
very nature ar eſſence. But can teaion or argumenta- 


tion 
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tion diſtribute theſe different epithets to any ſubjects, 
and pronounce beforehand, that this muſt produce 
love, and that hatred? Or what other reaſon can we 
ever aſſign for theſe affeclions, but the original fabric 
and formation of the human mind, which is naturally 
adapted to receive them? 


Taz end of all moral ſpeculations is to teach us 
our duty : and, by proper repreſentations of the de- 
formity of vice and beauty of virtue, beget correſpon- 
dent habits, and engage us to avoid the one, and em- 
brace the other, But is this ever to be expected from 
inferences and concluſions of the underſtanding, which 
of themſelves have no hold of the affections, nor (et in 
motion the active powers of men? They diſcover 
truths : but where the truths which they diſcover. are 
indifferent, and beget no deſire or averſion, they can 
have no influence on conduct and behaviour. What 
is honourable, what is fair, what is becoming, what is 
noble, what is generous, takes poſſeſſion of the heart, 
and animates us to embrace and maintain it. What is 
intelligible, what is evident, what is probable, what is 
true, procures only the cool aſſent of the underſtand. 
ing; and gratifying a ſpeculative a puts an end 
to our reſearches. 


1 all the warm feelings and prepoſſeſ- 
fions in favour of virtue, and all diſguſt or averſion 


3 vice: Render men totally indifferent towards 
B 4 theſe 


=” b. * a 9 mas * 2 
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theſe diſtinQions ; and morality is no longer a prac- 
tical _—_ nor has en ar er to _ our . 


| 


. HESE arguments « on each ade (and many more 
might be produced) are ſo plauſible, that I am apt to 
ſuſpect, they may, the one as well as the other, be ſo- 
lid and fatisfaQory, and that regſen and ſentiment con- 
cur in almoſt all moral determinations and concluſions,” 
The final ſentence; *tis probable; Which pron6unces, 
characters and actions amiable or odious, praifecworthy' 
or blameable; that which Ramps on them the mark 
of honour or infamy, approbation or cenſure; that 
which renders morality an active principle, and conſli- 
tates virtue our happineſs, and vice our miſery: 
Tis probable, 1 ſay, that this final ſentenes depends 
on ſome internal ſenſe or feeling, which nature has- 
made univerſal in the whole ſpecies. For what ele 
can have an inffuende of this nature? But im order ta 


pave the way for ſuch a ſemiment, and give a proper 


diſcernment of its object tis often neoeſſary, we find, 


that much reaſoning ſhould precede; that nice diſtine- 
tions be made, juſt coneluſions drawn, diſtant compa-- 


riſons formed, complicated relations examined, and 


general facts fixed and aſcertained. Some ſpecies of 
beauty, eſpecially the natural kinds, on their firſt ap- 
pearance, command our affection and approbation; 
and where they fail of this effect, tis impoſhble for 


* r adapt them 


Sn | better 
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better to our taſte and ſentiment. But jn many orders 
of beauty, particularly thoſe of the finer arts, tis re- 
quiſite to employ much reaſoning, in order to feel the 
proper ſentiment; and a falſe reliſh may frequently 
be corrected by argument and reflection. There are 

juſt grounds to conclude, that moral beauty partakes 
much of this latter ſpecies, and demands the aſſiſtance 
of our intellectual faculties, in order to give it a ſuit- 
able influence on the human mind. 


Bur tho? this queſtion, concerning the general 
principles of morals, be extremely curious and import- 
ant, tis needlefs for us, at preſent, to employ farther 
care in our reſearches concerning it. For if we can 
be ſo happy, in the courſe of this inquiry, as to diſco- 
ver the true origin of morals, it will then eaſily appear 
how far ſentiment or reaſon enter into all determina- 
tions of this nature ®. Mean while, it will ſcarce be 
poſſible for us, ere this controverſy is fully decided, to 
proceed in that accurate manner, required in the ſci- 
ences; by beginning with exaci definitions, of V.I R- 
TUE and VICE, which are the objects of our pre- 
ſent inquiry. But we ſhall do what may juſtly be 
eſteemed as ſatisfactory. We ſhall conſider the mat- 
ter as an object of experience. We ſhall call every 
quality or action of the mind, virtuous, which is attend- 
ed-with the approbation of the ſpectator: And we ſhall 
denominate vicious, every quality, which is the objet# 


# Sce Appendix firſt, 
Bs of 


* — 
„% )¹ ê¹ ⅛ðê⸗u - = 


1.50 GIRO MONDE : 


of his blame or cenſure. Theſe qualities we ſhall en- 


deavour to collect; and after examining, on both 
ſides, the ſeveral circumſtances, in which they agree, 
tis hoped we may, at laſt, reach the foundation of 


ethics, and find thoſe univerſal principles, from which 


all moral cenſure or approbation is ultimately derived- 
As this is a queſtion of fact, not of abſtract ſcience, 


we can only expect ſucceſs, by following the experi- 


mental method, and deducing general maxims from a 
compariſon of particular inſtances. The other ſcien- 
tifical method, where a general abſtract principle is 
firſt eſtabliſhed, and is afterwards branched out into a 
variety of inferences and concluſions, may be more 


perfect in itſelf, but ſuits leſs the imperfection of hu- 
man nature, and is a common ſource of illuſion and 


miſtake in this as well as in other ſubjects. Men are 


now cured of their paſſion for hypotheſes and fyſtems 


in natural philoſophy, and will hearken to no argu. 
ments but thoſe derived from experience. Tis full 
time that they ſhould begin a like reformation in all 
moral diſquiſitions ; and reject every ſyſtem of ethics, 
however ſubtile or ingenious, which is not founded 


; on fact and e 


SECTION 


SECTION II. 
of BzngEvoLEnce 
PAR T I. 
T HERE is a principle, ſuppoſed to prevail among 
many, which is utterly incompatible with all 
virtue or moral ſentiment; and as it can proceed from 
nothing but the moſt depraved diſpoſition; ſo in its 


turn it tends ſtill farther to encourage that depravity. 
This principle is, that all benevolence is mere hypo- 


a ſnare to procure traſt and confidence ; and while all 
of us, at the bottom, purſue only our private in- 
tereſt; we wear theſe fair diſguiſes, in order to put 
others off their guard, and expoſe them the more 
to our wifes and machinations. What heart one 
muſt be poſſeſſed of who profeſſes ſuch principles, and 
who feels no internal ſentiment that belies ſo perni- 
cious a theory, *tis eaſy to imagine: And alſo, what 
degree of affection and benevolence he can bear to a 
ſpecies, whom he repreſents under ſach odious co- 

F B 6 lours, 


- 
111 


12 SECTION TN. 

tours, and ſuppoſes ſo little ſuſceptible of gratitude or 
any return of affection. Or if we will not afcribe 
theſe principles wholly to a corrupted heart, we muſt, 
at leaſt account for them from the moſt careleſs and 
precipitant examination, - Superficial reaſoners, in- 
deed, obſerving many falſe pretences among man- 
kind, and feeling, Perhaps, no very ſtrong reſtraint 
in their own diſpoſition, might draw a general and a 
haſty concluſion, that all is equally corrupted, and 
that men, different from all other animals, and indeed 
from all other | pectes of exiſtence, admit of no de- 
grees of good or bad, but are, in every inſtance, the 
fame cxeatures, dead  Gffetent di n ny” Wer 


| ances. * 


1 is 1 a » hs 5 0 reſembling 
the former; which'has been much inſiſted on by phi- 
loſophers, and has been the foundation of many a 


ſyſtem; that whatever affection one may feel, or ima. 


gine he feels for others, no paſſion is, or can be diftn; 
xereſted; that the moſt generous | frigngſhip,. however 
fincere, is a modification of ſelf-love,;. and that, even 
unknown to ourſelves, we ſeek only our own gratifi; 
cation, while we appear the moſt deeply engaged in 


ſchemes for the liberty and happineſs of mankind. 


By a turn of imagination, by a refinement of reflection, 
by an enthuſiaſm of paſſion, we ſeem, to take part in 
the intereſts of others, and i | imagine ourſelyes diveſted 


of all ſelfin conſiderations ; ; But, at bottom, the moſt 
generous 


Of Benevorence, 15 
generous patriot and moſt niggardly miſer, the braveſt 
hero and moſt abje& coward; have, in every aftion, 
an equal regard to their own happineſs and welfare, 


Waroever concludes, from the Rake tendency 
of this opinion, that thoſe, who make profeſſion of it, 
cannot poſũbly feel the true ſentiments of benevolence, 
or have any regard for genuine virtue, will often find 
himſelf, in practiee, very much miſtaken. Probity 
and honour were no ſtrangers to Eyicukus and his 
ſect. Arrieus and Hox Ac ſeem to have enjoyed 
from nature, and cultivated by reflection, as gene- 
rous and friendly diſpoſitions as any diſciple of the au- 
ſterer ſchocls. And among the moderns, Hopves 
prod Lock, who maintained the ſelfiſh fyſtem'of mo- 

„ lived moſt irreproachable lives; tho* the former 
1 not under any reſtraint of religion, which might 
ſupply the defects of his philoſophy. | 


N An Wn: REAN vor a Honzler readily allows, that 
there i is ſuch, a thing as friendſhip in the world, with- 
out hypoeriſy or diſguiſe ; tho! he may attempt, by a 
phildſaphical- chymiſtry, to- reſolve the elements of 
this paſſion, if I may ſo ſpeak, into. thoſe of another, 
and explain every affection to be ſelf-love; twiſted, and 
moulded into a variety of appearances. But as the 
fame turn of imagination prevails not in every man, 
nor gives the fame direction to the original paſſion ; 

this is ſufficient, eren according to the. ſelfiſh ſyſtem, 


44 SECTION AI. 


to make the wideſt difference in human characters, and 
denominate one man virtuous and humane, another 
vicious and meanly intereſted. I eſteem the man, 
whoſe ſelf love, by whatever means, is ſo directed as 
to give him a concern for others, and render him ſer- 
viceable to ſociety : AsT hate or deſpiſe him, who has 
no'regard to any thing beyond his own gratifications 
Il and enjoyments. In vain would you ſuggeſt, that 
Il Laa tho? ſeemingly appoſite, are, at bot. 
| tom, the ſame, and that a very inconſiderable turn of 
| | imagination forms the whole difference between them. 
| Each character, notwithſtanding theſe inconſiderable 
differences, appears to me, in practice, pretty durable 
bi and untranſmutable. And I find not in this, more than 
| | in other, ſubjects, that the natural ſentiments, ariſing 
| A appearances of things, are eaſily de- 
ſtroyed by ſubtile reflections concerning the minute 
origin of theſe appearances. Does not the lively, 
chearful colour of a countenance inſpire me with com- 
placency and pleafure ; even tho“ T learn from philo- 
fophy; that all difference of complexion ariſes from 
the moſt minute differences of thickneſs, in the moſt 
minute parts of the ſkin; by means of which a ſuper- 
ficies is qualified to reflect one of the original colours 
1 light, m ee the . 7 
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Bur tho the jad” "x concerning the univerſal or 
roaal ſelfiſhneſs of man, be nat ſo material, as is uſu- 
ally: imagined, 49 morality. and practice, it is certain- 
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1y of confequence in the ſpeculative ſcience of human 
nature, and is a proper object of curioſity and inquiry. 
It may not, therefore, be improper, in this place, to 
beſlow a few reflections upon it“. 


Tus moſt obvious objection to the ſelſiſn hypothe- 
fis, is, that as it is contrary to common feeling and 
our moſt unprejudiced notions ; there is required the 
higheſt ſtretch of philoſophy to eſtabliſh fo extraor- 
dinary a paradox. To the moſt carelefs obſerver, 
there appear to be ſuch diſpoſitions as benevolence 
and generoſity ; ſuch affections as love, friendſhip, 
compaſſion, gratitude. Theſe ſentiments have their 
cauſes, effects, objects, and operations, marked by 
common language and obſervation, and plainly diſ- 
tinguiſhed from thoſe of the ſelfiſh paſſions, And as 


* Beneyolence naturally divides into two kinds, the general 
and particular, The firſt is, where we have no friendſhip or 
connexion or eſteem for the perſon, but feel only a general ſym- 
pathy with him or a compaſſion for his pains, and a congratu- 
lation with his pleaſures. The other ſpecies of benevolence is 
founded on an opinion of virtue, on ſervices done us, or on 


ſome particular connexions. Both theſe ſentiments muſt be al- 
lowed real in human nature ; but whether they will reſolve into 
ſome nice conſiderations of felf-loye, is a queſtion more curious 
than important. The former ſentiment, wiz. that of general 
benevolence, or humanity, or ſympathy, we ſhall have occaſion 
frequently to treat of in the courſe of this inquiry; and I aſſume 
it as real, from general experience, without any other proof, 


this 
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this is the obvious appearance of things, it muſt be 
admitted; till ſome hypotheſis be diſcovered, which, 


by penetrating deeper into human nature, may prove 
the former affections to be nothing but modifications 


of the latter. All attempts of this kind have hitherto 
proved fruitleſs, and ſeem to have proceeded intirely 
from that love of ſmplicity, which has been the ſource 


of much falſe reaſoning in philoſophy, I hall not 


here enter into any detail on the preſent ſubject. Many 
able philoſophers, have ſhown the inſufficiency of theſe 
ſyſtems. And I ſhall take for granted what, I believe, 
the ſmalleſt reflection will make wien to every im- 
mmm 290. bas As . 

Bur the nature of the cibjece t furniſhes the ſtrong- 
eſt preſumption, that no better ſyſtem will ever, for 
the future, be invented, in order to account for the 
origin of the benevolent from the felfiſh. affections, 
und reduce all the various emotions of the human 
mint to a perfect firhplicity.; The caſe is not the ſame 


in 2 this ſpecies. of philoſophy : as in phyſics. Many an 


' hypotheſis-in nature, contrary to firſt appearances, has 


been found, on more accurate ſcrutiny, ſolid and ſatiſ- 
factory. Inſtances of this kind are ſo frequent, that a 
judicious, as well as witty philoſopher *, bas ventured 
to Affirm, if there be more than one way, in which 
uu) phatiomendn may de produced, that there” ©" 


=” Mont. FoXTENZLLE, 


general 
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general preſumption for its ariſing from the cauſes 
which are the leaſt obvious and familiar. But the 
preſumption always lies on the other fide, in all in- 
quiries concerning the origin of our paſſions, and of 
the internal operations of the human mind. The 
ſimpleſt and moſt obvious cauſe, which can there be 
aſſigned for any phænomenon, is probably the true 


one. When a philoſopher, in the explication of his 


ſyſtem, is obliged to have recourſe: to ſome very in - 
tricate and refined reflections, and to ſuppoſe them eſ- 
ſential to the production of any paſſion or emotion, 
we have reaſon to be extremely on our guard a gainſt 
ſo fallacious an hypotheſis: The affections are not 
ſuſee ptible of any impreſſion from the refinements of 
reaſon or imagination ; and. tis always ſound, that a 
vigorous exertion of the latter facultics, neceſſarily, 
from ihe narrow capacity of the human mind, de- 
ſtroys all activity in the former. Our pre dominant 
motive or intention is, indeed, frequently concealed 
from ourfelves, when it is mingled and confounded 
with other motives which the mind, from vanity or 
ſelfconeeit, is deſirous of ſuppoſing more prevalent: 
But there is no inflance; chat a concealment of this 
nature has ever ariſen from the abſtruſeneſs and intri- 
oacy of the motive. A man, who has loſt a friend and 
patron, may flatter himſelf, that all his grief ariſes 
from generous ſentiments, without any mixture of 
narrow or intereſted conſiderations: But àa man, who 
2 for a valuable friend, who needed his patran+ 
ONE age 
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age and protection 3 how can we ſuppoſe, that his 
paſſionate tenderneſs ariſes from ſome metaphyſical re- 
gards to a ſelf-intereſt, which has no foundation or 
reality? We may as well imagine, that minute wheels 
and ſprings, like thoſe of a watch, give motion to a 
loaded waggon, as account for the * of Patlion | 
from ſuch abſtruſe rellections. 


een are found ſaſcepeible of kindneſs, both, 
to their own ſpecies and to ours; nor is there, in this, 
caſe, the leaſt ſuſpicion of diſguiſe or artifice. Shall 
we account for all their ſentiments too, from refined 
deductions of ſelf intereſt ? Or if we admit a diſinte- 
reſted benevolence-in the inferior ſpecies, by _—_ rule 
Ne can we refuſe; it rk; eee 


I * the Gr begers a complacency ” 2" 


| good - will, very diſtinct from the gratification of an 


appetite. Tenderneſs to their offspring, in all {cable 
beings, is commonly able alone to counterbalance the. 
ſtrongeſt motives of ſelf-love, and has no manner of 
dependance on that affection. What intereſt can a. 
fond mother have in view, who loſes her health by aſ- 
ſiduous attendance on her ſick child, and afterwards 
languiſhes and dies of grief, when freed, by its deaths 
from the ſlavery of that attendance Bro: 


ets gratitude no affection of the human breaſt, or is 
n mereiy without any meaning or reality? 
5 Have 
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Have we no ſatisfaction in one man's company above 
another's, and no deſire of the welfare of our friend, 
even tho” abſence or death ſhould prevent us from all 
participation in it? Or what is it commonly, that 
gives us any participation in it, even while alive and 
preſent, but our affection and regard to him? 


Tass and a thouſand other inſtances are marks of 
a general benevolence in human nature, where no rea/ 
intereſt binds us to the object. And how an imagi- 
nary intereſt, known and avowed for ſuch, can be the 
origin of any paſſion or emotion, ſeems difficult to ex- 
plain. No ſatisfactory hypotheſis of this kind has yet 
been diſcovered ; nor is there the ſmalleſt probability, 
that the future induſtry of men will ever be attended 
with more favourable ſucceſs, _ | 

Bor farther, if we conſider rightly of the matter, 
we ſhall find, that the hypotheſis, which allows of a 
diſintereſted benevolence, diſtin& from ſelf love, has 
really more ſimplicity in it, and is more conformable to 
the analogy of nature, than that which pretends to re- 
ſolve all friendſhip and humanity into this latter prin- 
ciple. There are bodily wants or appetites, acknow- 
leged by every one, which neceſſarily precede all ſen- 
ſual enjoyment, and carry us directly to ſeek poſſeſſion 
of the object. Thus, hunger and thirſt have eating 
and drinking for their end; and from the grati- 


. of theſe primary appetites ariſes a plea- 
ſure, 


ſure, which may become the object of another ſpecies 


pf deſire or inclination, that is ſecondary and intereſt- 


ed. In the ſame manner, there are mental paſſtons, 
by which we are impelled immediately to ſeek parti- 
cular objects, ſuch as fame or power, or vengeance, 
without any regard to intereſt ; and when theſe ob- 
jects are attained, a pleaſing enjoyment enſues, as the 
conſequence of our indulged affections. Nature mult, 
by the internal frame and conſtitution of the mind, 
give 3 an original propenſi ty to fame, ere we can reap 
any "pleaſure from that acquiſition, or pùrſue it from 
motives of ſelf-love, and a deſire of happineſs. If I 
have d vanity, I take no delight in praiſe: If I be 
void of ambition, power gives me no enjoyment. If [ 
de not angry, the puniſhment of an adverſary is to- 
tally indifferent to me. In all theſe caſes, there is a 
paſſion, . which points immediately to the object, and 
conſtitutes it our good or happineſs; as there are 
other ſecondary paſſions, which afterwards ariſe, and 

. purſue. it as a part of our happineſs, when once it is 

- conſtituted. ſuch by our original affections. Were 
tere no appe tites of any kind antecedent to ſel-love, 
that propenſity could ſcarce ever exert, itſelf; becauſe 
we. ſhould, in that caſe, have felt few and ſlender pains 
or pleaſures, and have little miſery or happineſs to 
avoid or to Purſue. 


Now where is the difficulty of conceiving, that this 
may likewiſe be the caſe with benevolence and friend- 
$743 6 ſhip, 
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ſhip, and that, from the original frame of our temper, 

we may feel a deſire of another's happineſs or good, 

which, by means of that affection, becomes our own 

good, and is afterwards purſued, from the conjoined 
motives of benevolence and ſelf-enjoyment ? Who 
ſees not that vengeance, from the force alone of paſ- 

ſion, may be ſo eagerly purſued, as to make us know- 

ingly negle& every conſideration of eaſe, intereſt, or 

ſafety; and, like ſome vindictive animals, infuſe our 
very ſouls into the wounds we give an enemy“? And 

what a malignant philoſophy mult it be, that will not 

allow, to humanity and friendſhip, the ſame privi- 

leges, which are indiſputably granted to the darker 

paſſions of enmity and reſentment? Such a philoſophy 
is more like a ſatyr than a true delineation or deſcrip- 
tion of human nature; and may be a good founda. 
tion for paradoxical wit and raillery, but is a very bad 

one for any ſerious argument or reaſoning. 


PART I. 

IT may be eſteemed, perhaps, a ſuperfluous taſk to 
prove, that the benevolent or ſofter affections are 
VIRTUOUS; and wherever they appear, engage 
the eſteem, approbation, and.good-will of mankind. 
The epithets /oc:able, good-natured, humane, merciful, 


* Animaſque in yulnere ponunt, Vine, i 
Dum alteri noceat, ſui negligens, ſays SZ MZA of Anger, 
De Ira, L. . 


grateful, 
2 
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grateful, friendly, generous, beneficent, are known in all 
languages, and univerſally expreſs the higheſt merit, 
which human nature is capable of attaining. Where 
theſe amiable qualities are attended with birth and 
power and eminent abilities, and diſplay themſelves in 
the good government or uſeful inſtruction of mankind, 
they ſeem even to raiſe the poſſeſſors of them above 
the rank of human nature, and approach them in ſome 
meaſure to the divine, Exalted capacity, undaunted 
courage, proſperous ſucceſs ; theſe may only expoſe a 
- hero or politician to the envy and malignity of the 
public: But as ſoon as the praiſes are added of hu- 


mane and beneficent ; when inſtances are diſplayed of 
lenity, tenderneſs, or friendſhip ; envy itſelf is ſilent, 
or joins the general voice of applauſe and accla- 


mation. 


Wren PERICLES, the great ArnENIAN ſtateſman 
and general, was on his death-bed, his ſurrounding 
friends, deeming him now inſenſible, began to in- 
dulge their ſorrow for their expiring patron, by enu- 
merating his great qualities and ſucceſſes, his con- 
queſts and victories, the unuſual length of his admi- 
niſtration, and his nine trophies erected over the ene- 
mies of the republic. You farget, cries the dying he- 
ro, who had heard all, you forge! the moſt eminent % 
my praiſes, while you dauell ſo much on theſe vulgar ad. 
vantages, in which fortune had à principal hare. You 

gave 
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have not obJerwed, that no citizen has ever yet Wworne 
mourning on my account f. | 


In men of more ordinary talents and capacity, the 
ſocial virtues become, if poſlible, ſtill more eſſentially 
requiſite ; there being nothing eminent, in that caſe, 


to compenſate for the want of them, or preſerve the 
perſon from our ſevereſt hatred, as well as contempt. 


A high ambition, an elevated courage, is apt, ſays 
Cie ko, in leſs perfect characters, to degenerate into 
a turbulent ferocity. The more ſocial and ſofter vir- 
tues are there chiefly to be regarded. Theſe are al- 
ways good and amiable f. 


Tat principal adyantage, which Juvenal diſco- 


vers in the extenſive capacity of the human ſpecies, 


is, that it renders our benevolence alſo more extenſive, 


and gives us larger opportunities of ſpreading our 
kindly influence than what are indulged to the infe. 
rior creation l. It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that by 
doing good only, can a man truly enjoy the adyan- 


tages of being eminent. His exalted ſtation, of it- 


ſelf, but the more expoſes him to danger and tumult, 
His ſole prerogative is to afford ſhelter to inferiors, 
who repoſe themſelves under his cover And pro- 
och 


a + Pro r. ON PerICLE. : tote. de Of (iis, lib. i. 


Sat. xv. 139, & ſeq, 
* Bur 
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Bor I forget, chat it is not my preſent buſineſs to 
recommend generoſity and benevolence, or to paint, 
in their true colours, all the genuine charms of the 
focial virtues. Theſe, indeed, ſufficiently engage every 
beart, on the firſt apprehenſion of them; and 'tis dif- 
ſicult to abſtaim from ſome ſally of panegyric, as often 
as they occur in diſcourſe or reaſoning. But our ob- 
ject here being more the ſpeculative, than the practi- 
ceul part of morals, it will ſuffice to zemark, (what 
will readily, I believe, be allowed) that no qualities 
are more intitled to the general good - will and appro- 
bation of mankind, than beneficence and humanity, 
friendſhip and ne, natural affection and public 
ſpirit, or whatever proceeds from a tender ſympathy 
with others, and a generous concern for our kind and 
ſpecies. Theſe, wherever they appear, ſeem to tranf- 
fuſe themſelves, in a manner, into each beholder, and 
to call forth, in their own behalf, the ſame- favourable 
and affectionate eee n 0c 4 wether * 
around.. Nes yieU eim gel 2% 


5 0 . ins PAR, 2 aj 1 
Wr may obſerve; that in diſplaying. bent 
any humane, beneſicent man, there is one circumſtance 
which never fails to be amply inſiſted on, viz. the 
| happineſs and ſatisfaction, derived to ſociety from his 
intetcourfe and good offices. To his parents; wo are 
apt ſo ſay, he endears himſelf by his pious attach - 

5 ment 
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ment and duteous care, ſtill more than by the con- 
nexions of nature. His children never feel his autho- 
rity, but when employed for their advantage. With 
him, the ties of love are conſolidated by beneficence 
and friendſhip. The ties of friendſhip approach, in a 
fond obſervance of each obliging office, to thoſe of 
love and inclination, His domeſtics and dependant; 
have in him a ſure reſource ; and no longer dread the 
power of fortune, but ſo far as ſhe exerciſes it over 


him. From him the hungry receive food, the naked 
cloathing, the ignorant and ſlothful {kill and induſ- 
try, Like the ſun, an inferior miniſter of providence, 


he cheers, invigorates, and ſuſtains the ſurrounding 
world. 


Ir confined to private life, the ſphere of his aQi- 
vity is narrower ; but his influence 1s all benign and 
gentle. If exalted into a higher ſtation, mankind and 


poſterity reap the fruit of his labours. 


As theſe topics of praiſe never fail to be employed, 
and with ſucceſs, where we would inſpire eſteem for 
any one; may it not thence be concluded, that the 
UTILITY, reſulting from the ſocial virtues, forms, 
at leaſt, a part of their merit, and is one ſource of 
that approbation and regard ſo univerſally paid them. 


| Wuzn we recommend even an animal or plant as 
v/eful and bin ficial, we give it an applauſe and re- 
Vol. IV. "2-46 commendation 
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commendation ſuited to its nature. As on the other 
hand, reflection on the baneful influence of any of 
theſe inferior beings always inſpires us with the ſen- 


timent of averſion, The eye is pleaſed with the pro- 
ſpect of corn fields and loaded vine-yards ; horſes gra- 


zing, and flocks paſturing : But flies the view of 
bryars and brambles, affording ſhelter to wolves and 
ſerpents. . | f | 

A MACHINE, a piece of furniture, a veſtment, a 
houſe well contrived for uſe and conveniency, is ſo far 
beautiful, and is contemplated with pleaſure and ap- 
probation. An experienced eye is here ſenſible to 
many excellencies, which eſcape perſons ignorant and 
uninſtructed. 

Can any thing ſtronger be ſaid in praiſe of a pro- 
ſeffion, ſuch as merchandize or manufacture, than to 
obſerve the advantages which it procures to ſociety ? 
And is not a monk and inquiſitor enraged, when we 
tteat his order as uſclefs or pernicious to mankind ? 

Tux hiſtorian exults in diſplaying the benefit ari- 
ſing from his labours. The writer of romances alle- 
viates or denies the bad conſequences aſcribed to his 

- In general, what praiſe is implied in the fimple 
epithet, ! What reproach in the contrary ! | 


Your 
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Your Gods, ſays Cicero , in oppoſition to the 
Ericuxzaxs, cannot juſtly claim any woylhip or 


adoration, with whatever imaginary perfections you 
may ſuppoſe them endowed. They are totally uſeleſs 


and inactive. Even the EcyyTians, whom you fo 


much ridicule, never conſecrated any animal but on 
account of its utility. 


Tae ſceptics aſſert +, tho? abſurdly, that the origin 
of all religious worſhip was derived from the utility of 
inanimate objects, as the ſun and moon to the ſupport 
and well-being of mankind. This is alſo-the com- 
mon reaſon, aſſigned by hiſtorians, -for the Grideation 
of eminent heroes and legiſlators f. 


To plant a tree, to cultivate a field, ae 
dren; meritorious acts, according to the religion of 
ZOROASTER, 


In all determinations of morality, this circumſtance 
of public utility is ever principally in view; and 
wherever diſputes ariſe, either in philoſophy. or com- 
mon life, concerning the bounds of duty, the queſtion 
cannot, by any means, be decided with greater cer- 
tainty, than by aſcertaining, on any ſide, the true in- 
tereſts of mank ind. If any falſe opinion, embraced 
from appearances, has been found to prevail; as ſoon 
as farther experience and ſounder reaſoning have 

De Nat. Deor. lib, 1. + SET. Bur. adverſos MATa. 
lib. 8. 4 Drop. Sic, paſſim. 
en given 
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given us juſter notions of human affairs ; ; we retract 
our firſt ſentiments, and N e . boundaries 


of moral good and evil. 


ene alms to common LO WIE is axially 
nated; becauſe it ſeems to carry relief to the diſ- 


treſſed and indigent : But when we obſerve the en- 


couragement thence ariſing to idleneſs and debauch- 
ery, we regard that ſpecies of Ann, rather as a 
weakneſs than a virtue. | 


5 Weite or the aſſaſſination of uſurpers and op- 
preſſive princes was highly extolled in antient times; 
becauſe it both freed mankind from many of theſe 
monſters, and ſeemed to keep the others in awe, 
whom the ſword or poniard could not reach. But 
hiſtory and experience having ſince convinced us, that 
this practice increaſes the jealouſy and cruelty of prin- 
ces, a TIMOL EON and a Bur us, tho? treated with 
indulgence on account of the prejudices of their times, 
are now conſidered as very impropet models for imita-' 


tion, 


LiBeRALITY in princes is regarded as a mark of 
beneficence: But when it occurs, that the homely 
bread of the honeſt and induſtrious is often thereby 
converted into delicious cates for the idle and the pro- 


digal, we ſoon retra& our heedleſs praiſes. The re- 


grets of a prince, for having loſt a' day, were noble 
| Res 3 
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and generous : But had he intended to have ſpent it 
in acts of generoſity to his greedy courtiers, it was 
better loſt than miſemployed after that manner. 


Luxx x, or a refinement on the pleaſures and 
conveniencies of life, had long been ſuppoſed the 
ſource of every corruption in government, and the 
immediate cauſe of faction, ſedition, civil wars, and 
the total loſs of liberty. It was, therefore, univerſally 
regarded as a vice, and was an object of declamation 
to all ſatyriſts, and ſevere moralifls. Thoſe, who 
prove, or attempt to prove, that ſuch refinements ra- 
ther tend to the increaſe of induſtry, civility, and 
arts, regulate anew our moral as well as political ſenti- 
ments, and repreſent, as laudable and innocent, what 
had formerly been regarded as pernicious and blame. 
able. 


Uros the whole, then, it ſeems undeniable, hat 
there is ſuch a ſentiment in human nature as diſin- 
tereſted benevolence ; that nothing can beſtow more 
merit on any human creature than the poſſeſſion of it 
in an eminent degree; and that a part, at leaſt, of its 
merit ariſes from its tendency to promote the intereſts 
of our ſpecies, and beſtow happineſs on human ſo- 
ciety; We carry our view into the ſalutary conſe- 
quences of ſuch a character and diſpoſition ; and 
whatever has ſo benign an influence, and forwards ſo 
deſirable an end, is beheld with complacency and 

C 3 pleaſure, 
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pleaſure. The ſocial virtues are never regarded with. 
out their beneficial tendencies, nor viewed as barren 
and unfruitfal. The happineſs of mankind, the order 
of ſociety, the harmony of families, the mutual ſup- 
port of friends, are always conſidered as the reſult of 
eit gentle dominion over the breaſts of men. 


How conſiderable a part of their merit we ought to | 


aſcribe to their utility, will better appear from future 
diſquiſitions “; as well as the reaſon, why this cir- 
cumſtance has ſuch a command over our eſteem and 
9 th 
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Of Jus riese. 


PARTCL 


HAT JosTict is uſeful to ſociety, and conſe- 

quently that part of its merit, at leaſt, muſt 
ariſe from that conſideration, it would be a ſuperfluous 
undertaking to prove. I hat public utility is the ſo/e 
origin of juſtice, and that refetions on the beneficial 
conſequences of this virtue are the ſale foundation of 
its merit ; this propoſition, being more curious and 
important, will better deſerve our examination and 
enquiry. | 


Lzr us ſuppoſe, that nature has beſtowed on the 
human race ſuch profuſe abundance of all external con- 


veniencies, that, without any uncertainty in the event, 


without any care or induſtry on our part, every indi- 
vidual finds himſelf fully provided of whatever his 


moſt yoracious appetites can want, or luxurious ima- 
C4 gination 
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gination wiſh or deſire. His natural beauty, we ſhall 
| ſuppoſe, ſurpaſſes all acquired ornaments ; The per- 
Wtual clemency of the ſeaſons. renders uſeleſs all 
cloaths or covering : The raw herbage affords him the 
moſt delicious fare ; the clear fountain, the richeſt 
beverage. No laborious occupation required: No 
tillage: No navigation. Muſic, poetry, and contem- 
plation form his ſole buſineſs : Converſation, mirth, 
and friendſhip his ſole amuſement. 


IT ſeems evident, that, in ſuch a happy ſtate, every 
other ſocial virtue would flouriſh, and receive a ten- 
fold encreaſe; but the cautious, jealous virtue of 
Juſtice would never once have been dreamt of, For 
what purpoſe make a partition of goods, where every 
one has already more than enough ? Why give riſe 
to property, where there cannot poſſibly be any in- 
jury? Why call this object mine, when upon the 
ſeizure of it by another, I need but ſtretch out my 
hand to poſſeſs myſelf of what is equally valuable? 
Jultice, in that caſe, being totally USELESS, would, 
be an idle ceremonial, and could never poſſibly have 


you among the e of virtues. 


We * even in the preſent neceſſitous condition 
of mankind, that, wherever any benefit is beſtowed 
R by nature in an unlimited abundance, we leave it al- 
ways in common among the whole human race, and 


.make no ſubdiviſions of right and property. Water 
and 
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and air, tho* the moſt neceſſary of all objects, are 
not challenged as the property of individuals; nor 
ean any man commit injuſtice by the moſt laviſh uſe 
and enjoyment of theſe bleſſings. In fertile extenſive 
countries, with few inhabitants, land is regarded on 
the ſame footing. And no topic is ſo much infilled 
on by thoſe, who defend the liberty of the ſeas, as 

the unexhauſted uſe of them in navigation, Were the 


advantages, procured by navigation, as inexhauſtable, 
theſe reaſoners had never had any adverſaries to re- 


fute; nor had any claims been ever advanced of a. 


ſeparate, excluſive dominion over the ocean. 


Ir may happen in ſome countries, at ſome periods, 
that there be eſtabliſhed a property in water, none in 
land“; if the latter be in greater abundance than can 
be uſed by the inhabitants, and the former be found, 


with difficulty, and in very ſmall quantities. 


* 


Acain; ſuppoſe, that, tho' the neceſſities of hu- 
man race continue the ſame as at preſent, yet the 
mind i is ſo enlarged, and ſo replete with friendſhip 
and generoſity, that every man has the utmoſt tender- 
neſs for every man, and feels no more concern for his 
own intereſt than for that of his fellows : It ſeems: 
evident, that the USE of juſtice would, in this caſe, , 
be ſuſpended by fuch. an ex tenſive wn. nor 


vY Gzxnz51s, chap. xiii, and xxi, . 


C's © would: 


ee. 
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would the diviſions and barriers of property and obli- 


1 gation have ever been thought of. Why ſhauld I 
l Sind another, by a deed or promiſe, to do me any 


good-office;” when I know he is already prompted, by 
the firongeſt inclination, to ſeok my happineſs, and 
would, of himſelf, perform the deſired ſervice; ex- 
* dept the hurt, he thereby receives, be greater than 
xhe benefit averving to me? In which cafe, he knows, 
| har Bom my innate humanity and friendſhip, 1 Mould 
be the firſt to oppeſe myſelf to his imprudent gene- 
roſity. Why raife land-marks between my neigh- 
dour's field and mine, when my heart has made no 
diviſion between our intereſts ; but ſhares all his joys 
and forrows with equal force and vivacity as if origi- 
"pally my own ; Every man, upon this ſuppoſttion, 
being a ſecond- ſelf to another, would truſt all his in- 
tiereſis to the Uiſrretion of every man; without jea- 
louſy, without partition, without diſtinction. And 
the whole race of mankind would form only one fa- 
mily; where all would lie in common, and be uſed, 
oh without regard to property; but cautioufly 
"too, with as entire regard to the neceſſities of each. 
ll ade. as if our on intereſts were moſt inti- 
mately concerned. 


Im the preſent diſpoſition of the human heart; it 
vac; perhaps, be difficult to find compleat inſtanees 
of ſuch enlarged affections; but ſtill we may obſerve, 

. . that the caſe of families approaches towards it; and 
ee af mo the 
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the ſtronger the mutual benevolence is among the in- 
dividuals, the nearer it approaches; till all diſtinction 
of property be, in a great meaſure, loſt and confound- 
ed among them. Between married perſons, the ce- 
ment of friendſhip is by the laws ſuppoſed ſo ſtrong 
as to aboliſh all diviſion of poſſeſſions; and has often, 
in reality, the force aſcribed, to it. And *tis obſerv- 
able, that, during the ardour of new enthufiaſms, 
where every principle is inflamed into extravagance, 
the community of goods has frequently been attempt- 
ed; and nothing but experience of its inconvenien- 
cies, from the returning or diſguiſed ſelfiſhneſs of 
men, could make the imprudent fanatics adopt a-new 
the ideas of juſtice and of ſeparate property. So true 
zs it, that that virtue derives its exiſtence entirely from 


its neceſſary x/e to the intercourſe = focial ſtate of 
- mankind, 


To make this truth more evident, let us reverſe the 
foregoing ſuppoſitions ; and carrying every thing to 
the oppoſite extreme, confider what would be the ef- 
- ket of thoſe new ſituations. Suppoſe a ſociety to 
fall into ſuch want of all common neceſfaries, that 
the utmoſt frugality and induſtry cannot preſerve the 
_ greateſt number from periſhing, and the whole from 
extreme ſufferance : It will readily, I believe, be ad- 
mitted, that the ſtrict laws of juſlice are ſuſpended, 
in ſuch a Prefling emergence, and give place to the 
5 longer motives of necet and ſelf preſervation. 'Ts 
| C6 os 
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it any crime, after a ſhipwreck, to ſeize whatever 
means or inſtrument of ſafety one can lay hold of, 
without regard to former limitations of property ? 


Or if a city beſieged were periſhing with hunger; 


can we imagine, that men will ſee any means of pre- 


ſervation before them, and loſe their lives, from a 
| ferupulous regard to what, in other ſituations, would 
be the rules of equity and juſtice? The USE and 


' TENDENCY of ihat virtue is to procure happineſs 
and ſecurity, by preſerving order in ſociety : But 


where the ſociety is ready to periſh from extreme ne- 


ceſſity, no greater evil can be dreaded from violence 


and injuſtice ; and every man may now provide for 


| himſelf, by all the means, which prudence can dic- 
tate, or humanity permit. The public, even in leſs 


urgent neceſſities, opens granaries, without the con- 
ſent of proprietors; as juſtly ſuppoſing, that the au- 
thority of magiſtracy may, conſiſtent with equity, 


extend ſo far: But were any number of men to aſ- 
ſemble, without the tye of laws or civil juriſdiction; 
- would an equal partition of bread in a famine, even 
without the proprietors conſent, be regarded as cri- 


minal or injurious ? 


SueeosE likewiſe, that it ſhould be a virtuous 
man's fate to fall into the ſociety of ruffians, remote. 
from the protection of laws and government; what 


| ; conduct mult he embrace in that melancholy ſituati- 
| en? He ſees ſuch a deſperate rapaciouſneſs prevail ; 


4 ſuch. 


fach a diſregard to equity, ſuch contempt of order, 
. ſuch ſtupid blindneſs to future conſequences, as muſt 
immediately have the moſt tragical concluſion, and 
muſt terminate in deſtruction to the greater number, 
and in a total diſſolution of ſociety to the reſt. He, 
mean while, can have no other expedient than to arm 
himſelf, to whomever the ſword he. ſeizes, or the 
buckler may belong : To make proviſion of all means 
of defence and ſecurity : And his particular regard to- 
juſtice being no longer of USE to his own ſafety, or 
that of others, he muſt conſult alone the dictates of 
ſelf-preſervation, without concern for thoſe who no 
longer merit his care and attention. 


WaHen any man, even in political ſociety, renders 
Himſelf, by his crimes, obnoxious to the public, he 
is puniſhed by the laws in his goods and perſon ; 
that is, the ordinary ru juſtice are, with regard 
to him, ſuſpended for a moraent, and it becomes 
- Equitable to inflit on him, for the benefiz of ſociety, 


what, otherwiſe, he could not ſuffer without wrong 
or injury. 


Tus rage and violence of public war; what is it 
but a ſuſpenſion of juſtice among the warring parties, 

who perceive, that that virtue is now no longer of 
any w/e or advantage to them? -. The laws of war, 

which then ſucceed to'thoſe of equity and juſtice, are 
rules calculated for the advantage and utiliiy of that 
particular 
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particular Kate, in which men are now placed. And 
were a civilized nation engaged with barbarians, who 
obſerved; no rules even of war; the former muſt alſo 
ſuſpend their obſervance of them, where they no 
longer ſerve to any purpoſe; and muſt render every 
action or rencounter as bloody and . 2s rer 
nn to the firft HER | 


Tove bie rite of equity ar Juſtice dopant 0 
on the particular ſtate and condition, in which men 
are placed, and owe their origin and exiſtence to that 
UTILITY, which reſults to the public from their 
ſtrict and regular obſervance. Reverſe, in any con- 
_ fiderable, circumſtance, the condition of men: Pro- 
duce extreme Abundance or extreme neceſſity : Im- 
plant in the human breaſt perfect moderation and hu- 
manity, or perfect rapaciouſneſs and malice : By ren- 
diering juſtice totally ſeleſt, you thereby tatally de- 

, roy, ts eſſence, and ae its ane upon 


Taz common ſituation of ſociety is a medium 

* amidſt all theſe extremes. We are naturally partial to 

ourſelves, and to our friends; but are capable of 
learning the advantage reſulting from a more equitable 
endung. Few enjoyments are given us from the open 
And liberal hand of nature; but by art, labour, and 
F am, we can extract them in great ahundance· 


Hence 
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Hence the ideas of property become neceſſary in all 
civil ſociety: Hence juſtice derives its uſefulneſs to the 
public: And hence alone ariſes its merit and moral 

Tage concluſions are ſo natural and obvious, that 
they have not eſcaped even the poets, in their de- 
{criptions of the felicity, attending the golden age ar 
the reign af BA Tuxx. The ſeaſons, in that firlt pe- 
riod of nature, were ſo temperate, if we credit theſe 
agreeable fictions, that there was no neceſſity for men- 
to provide themſelves with cloaths and houſes, as a 
ſecurity againſt the violence of heat and cold: The 
rivers flowed with wine and milk : The oaks yielded 
honey ; and nature ſpontaneouſly produced her great- 
eſt delicacies. Nor were theſe the chief advantages. 
of that happy age. Tempeſts were not alone removed 
from nature; but thoſe more furious tempeſts were 
unknown to human breaſts, which now cauſe ſuch up- 
roar, and engender fuch confuſion. Avatice, ambi- 
tion, cruelty, ſelfiſhneſs, were never heard of: Cor. 
dial affection, compaſſion, ſympathy, were the only 
movements with which the mind was yet acquainted. 
Even the punctilious diſtinction of mine and thine was 
baniſhed from among that happy race of mortals, and 


carried with it the very notion of Property and obli- 
gation, juſtice and e 


A 


171 


* 93 . 
Bs Tuns 


| / 
40 Fg SECTION n. 


Tuts poetical fiction of the golden age is, in ſome 
reſpects, of a piece with the philoſophical fiction of the 
fate of nature; only that the former is repreſented as 
the moſt charming and moſt peaceable condition, 
which can poſſibly be imagined; whereas the latter is 
painted out as a ſtate of mutual war and violence, at- 
"tended with the moſt extreme neceſſity. On the firſt 
origin of mankind, as we are told, their i ignorance 
and ſavage nature were ſo prevalent, that they could 
give no mutual truſt, but muſt each depend upon 
"himſelf, and his own force or cunning for protection 
and ſecurity, No law was heard of: No rule of 

jolie known: No diſtinction of property regarded: 
Power was the only meaſure of right; and a perpe- 
tual war of all againſt all was the reſult of men's un- 

_ tamed ſelfiſhneſs and barbarity . 

WnarEVIR 


- * This 68on of a ſtate of nature; as a \ Gare of war, was not 
firſt ſtarted by Mr. Hon Es, as is commonly imagined, PLaTo 
. endeayours. to refute an hypotheſis very like it in the ad, 3d and 
4th books de. republica, Ciczs o, on the contrary, ſuppoſes it 
certain and univerſally acknowleged in the following paſſage, 
| which is the only authority I ſhall cite for theſe reaſonings : 
Not imitating in this the example of PuryFzxDORP, nor even 
' that of GxoT1vs, who think a verſe from Ovip or pi Aurus 
or PxTRONIVs a neceſſary warrant for every moral truth; or 
he example of Mr. Woor as rox, who has conſtant recourſe to 

HEZ IIZ 
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WHETHER ſuch a condition of human nature could 
ever exiſt, or if it did, could continue fo long as to 


merit the appellation of a fate, may juſtly be doubted. 
Men are neceſſarily born in a family-ſociety, at leaſt ; 
and are trained up by their parents to ſome rule of 
conduct and behaviour. But this muſt be admitted, 
that if ſuch a ſtate of mutual war and violence was 
ever real, the ſuſpenſion of all laws of juſtice from 


Hezrxzw and ARABIC authors for the ſame purpoſe, « Quis 
© enim veſti um, judices, ignorat, ita naturam rerum tuliſſe, 
« ut quodam tempore homines, nondum neque naturali, neque 
« civili jure deſeripto, faſi per agros, ac diſperſi vagarentur tan- 
te tumque haberent quantum manu ac viribus, per cadem ac 
« yulnera, aut eripere, aut retinere potuiſſznt ? Qui igitur pri- 
1 mi virtute & conſilio præſtanti extiterunt, ii perſp eto genere 
« humane docilitatis atque ingenii, diſſipatos, unum in locum 
« congregarunt, eoſque ex feritate illa ad juſtitiam ac manſuetu- 
« dinem tranſduxerunt. Tum res ad communem utilitatems 


, quay publicas appellamus, tum conventicula hominum, qua 


« poſtea civitas nominatæ ſunt, tum domicilia conjuncta, quas 
© urbes dicamus, invento & divino & humano jure, mænibus 
« ſepſerunt, Atque inter hanc vitam, perpolitam humanitate, 
* & illam immanem, nihil tam intereſt quam JUS atque VIS. 


« Horum utro uti nolimus, altero eſt utendum. Vim volumus 


te extingui? jus valeat neceſſe eft, id eſt, judicia, quibus omne 
« jus continetur. Judicia diſplicent, aut nulla ſunt? Vis do- 
« minetyr neceſſe eſt? Hæc vident omnes. Pro Sext, I. 42. 


their 


42 SECTION II. 


their abſolute inutility, is a neceſſary and infallible 
conſequence. ; 


The more we vary our views of human life, and 
the newer and more unuſual the lights are, in which 
we ſurvey it, the more ſhall we be convinced, that 
the origin here aſſigned for the virtue of juſtice is 
real and fatisfaQtory. 


Were there a ſpecies of creatures, intermingled 
with men, which, tho' rational, were poſſeſt of ſuch 
inferior firength, both of body and mind, that they 
were incapable of all reſiſtance, and could never, up- 
on the higheſt provocation, make us feel the effects of 
their reſentment ; the neceflary conſequence, I think, 
is, that we ſhould be bound, by the laws of huma- 
nity, to give gentle uſage to theſe creatures, but 
ſhould not, properly ſpeaking, lie under any reſtraint 
of juſtice with regard to them, nor could they poſſeſs 
any right or property, excluſive of ſuch arbitrary 
lords. Our intercourſe with them could not be called 
ſociety, which ſuppoſes a degree of equality ; but ab- 
ſolute command on the one ſide, and ſervile obedi- 
ence on the other. Whatever we covet, they muſt 
Inſtantly reſign : Our permiſſion is the only tenure, 
by which they hold their poſſeſſions: Our compaſſion 
and kindneſs the only check, by which they curb our 
lawleſs will: And as no inconvenience ever reſults 
from the exerciſe of a power, fo firmly eſtabliſhed in 


nature, 
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nature, the reſtraints of juſtice and property, being 
totally »/e/z/5, would never have place in ſo unequal 
a confederacy. _ | 


Tunis is plainly the fituation of men, with regard 
to animals; and how far theſe may be ſaid to poſſeſs 


reaſon, I leave it to others to determine. The great 


ſuperiority of civilized Eux or EANSs above barbarous 
Invians, tempted us to imagine ourſelves on the 
ſame footing with regard to them, and made us throw 
off all reſtraints of juſtice, and even of humanity, in 
our treatment of them. In many nations, the female 
ſex are reduced to like flavery, and are rendered in- 
capable of all property, in oppoſition to their lordly 
maſters. But tho' the males, when united, have, in all 


countries, bodily force ſufficient to maintain this ſe- 
vere tyranny; yet ſuch are the inſinuation, addreſs, 


and charms of their fair companions, that they are 


commonly able to break the confederacy, and ſhare 
with the other ſex in all the rights aud privileges of 
ſociety, 


Wang the human ſpecies fo framed by nature as 
that each individual poſſeſt within himſelf every fa- 
culty, requiſite both for his own preſervation and far 
the propagation of his kind: Were all ſociety and 
intercourſe cut off between man and man, by the pri- 
mary intention of the ſupreme Creator; It ſeems evi- 
dent, that fo ſolitary a being would be as much in- 

; capable. 
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capable of juſſice, as of ſocial diſcourſe and conver- 
ſation. Where mutual regards and forbearance ſerve 
no manner of purpoſe, they would never direct the 
conduct of any reaſonable man. The headlong courſe 
of the paſſions would be checked by no reflection on 
future conſequences, And. as each man is here ſup. 
poſed to love himſelf alone, and to depend only on 
himſelf and his own activity for ſafety and happineſs, 
he would, on every occaſion, to the utmoſt of his 
power, challenge. the preference above every other 
being, to none of which he is bound by any ties, 
either of nature or of intereſt, 


Bur ſuppoſe the conjunction of the ſexes to be eſta- 
liſhed in nature, a family immedi ately ariſes ; and 
particular rules being found requiſite for its ſubſiſtance, 
theſe are immediately embraced; tho' without com- 
prehending the reſt of mankind within their preſcrip- 
tions. Suppoſe, that ſeveral families unite together 
into one ſociety, which is totally disjoined from all 
others, the rules, which preſerve peace and order, 
enlarge themſelves to the utmoſt extent of that ſoci- 
ety ; but, being then entirely uſeleſs, loſe. their force 
"when carried one ſtep farther. But again ſuppoſe, that 
ſeveral diſtinct ſocieties maintain à kind of intercourſe 
'for mutual convenience and advantage, the bounda- 
ries of juſtice ſtill grow larger, in proportion to the 
largeneſs of men's views, and the force of their mu- 
; Taal + connexions, History, experience, reaſon ſuf- 
; ficiently 
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ficiently inſtruct us in this natural progreſs of human 
ſentiments, and in the gradual encreaſe of our regards 
to property and juſtice, in proportion as we become 
acquainted with the extenſive utility of that virtue. 


ART. 


Ir we examine the particular laws, by which juſ- 
tice is directed, and property determined; we ſhall 
Kill be preſented with the ſame concluſion, The good 
of mankind is the only object of all theſe laws and 
regulations. Not only 'tis requiſite for the peace and 
intereſt of ſociety, that men's poſſeſſions ſhould be 
ſeparated; but the rules, which we follow, in making 
the ſeparation, are ſuch as can beſt be contrived to 
ſerve farther the intereſts of ſociety. 


Wes ſhall ſuppoſe, that a creature, poſſeſt of rea- 
ſon, but unacquainted with human nature, delibe- 
rates with himſelf what RULES of juſtice or property 
would beſt promote public intereſt, and eſtabliſh peace 
and ſecurity among mankind : His moſt obvious 
thought would be, to aſſign the largeſt poſſeſſions to 
the moſt extenſive virtue, and give every one the 
power of doing good, proportioned to his inclination. 
In a perfect theocracy, where a being, infinitely in- 
telligent, governs by particular volitions, this rule 
would certainly have place, and might ſerve the wiſeſt 


purpoſes : But were maakind to execute ſuch a la); 
| P ( 
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(dd preat is the uncertainty of merit, both fm its 
natural obſcurity, and from the ſelf-conceit of each 
individual) that no determinate rule of conduct would 
ever reſult from it; and the total diſſolution of ſo- 


cCiety muſt be the immediate conſequence. Fanatics 


may-ſuppoſe, that dominion is founded on grace, and 
that ſaints alone inherit the earth; but the civil magi- 
ftrate very jaſtly puts theſe ſublime theoriſts on the 
ſame footing with common tobbers, and teaches them, 
by the ſevereſt diſcipline, that a rule, which, in ſpe- 
aulation, may ſeem the moſt advantageous to ſociety, 
may yet be found, in * totally ue and 
deſtructive.  « 5 


Tuer there were religious fanatics of this ind in 
ExncLanD, during the civil wars, we learn from hiſ- 
tory; tho” 'tis probable, that che obvious : /exdency 
of theſe principles excited ſuch horror in mankind, as 
ſoon obliged the dangerous enthuſiafls to renounce, 
or at leaſt conteal their tenets. - Perhaps, the level 
lers, who claimed an equal diſtribution of property, 
were a kind of political fanatics, which arofe from 
the religious ſpecies, and more openly avowed their 
pretenſions; as carrying a more plauſible appear. 
ance, of being practicable in themſelves, as well as 


| * to human ſociety. 


Ir muſt, indeed, * confeſſed, that E is ſo 
liberal to mankind, that were all her preſents equally 
divided 


hs wt 9h _» 


Of JusTiCe, 47 
divided among the ſpecies, and improved by art 
and induſtry, every individual would enjoy all the 
neceſſaries, and even moſt of the comforts of life , 
nor would ever be liable to any ills, but ſuch as 
might accidentally ariſe from the fickly frame and 
conſtitution of his body. It muſt alſo be confeſſed, 
that, wherever we depart from this equality, we rob 
the poor of more ſatisfaction than we add to the 


rich, and that the ſlight gratification of a frivolous 


vanity, in one individual, frequently coſts more than 
bread to many families, and even provinces, It may 
appear withal, that the rule of equality, as it would 
be highly zul, is not aitogether imprafticable ; but 
has taken place, at leaſt, in an imperfect degree, in 
ſome republics; particularly that of 'Spar TA; where 
it was attended, as tis ſaid, with the moſt beneficial 
conſequenees. Not to mention, that the Acrarran 
laws, ſo frequently claimed in Rowe; and carried to 
execution in many Ga gx cities, proceeded, all of 
them, from a general idea of the utility of this prin- 

eiple. | 
Bur hiftorians, and even common ſenſe, may in- 
form us, that however ſpecious theſe ideas of perfect 
equality may ſeem, they are really, at the bottom, 
impradticable; and were they not ſo, would be ex- 
tremely pernicious to human ſociety. Render poſſeſ- 
ſiens ever fo equal, men's different degrees of art, 
care, and induſtry, will immediately break that equa. 
2 lity. 
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lity. Or if you check theſe virtues, you reduce ſo- 
ciety to the extremeſt indigence ; and inſtead of pre. 
venting want and beggary in a few, render it una- 
voidable to the whole community. The moſt rigorous 


inquifition too, is requiſite to watch every inequality | 


on its firſt appearance; and the moſt ſevere juriſdic- 


tion, to puniſh and redreſs it. But beſides, that ſo 


much authority muſt ſoon degenerate into tyranny, 
and be exerted with great partialities ; who can po. 
fibly be poſſeſſed of it, in ſuch a ſituation as is here 
ſuppoſed? Perfect equality of poſſeſſions, deſtroying 
all ſubordination, weakens extremely the authority of 
magiſtracy, and muſt reduce all age nearly to a 
level, as well as property. 


| We may 5 denn, that, in order to 
eſtabliſh laws for the regulation of property, we muſt 
be acquainted with the nature and ſituation of man: 
muſt -reje& appearances, which may be falſe, tho? 
ſpecious ; and muſt ſearch for thoſe rules, which are, 
on the whole, moſt z ef, and beneficial. Vulgar 
ſenſe and ſlight experience are ſufficient for this pur- 


poſe; where men give not way t to too ſelfiſh avidity, 


or too extenſive enthuſiaſm. 


Wuo ſees not, for inſtance, that whatever is pro- 
duced or improved by a man's art or induſtry ought, 
for ever, to be ſecured to him, in order to give en- 
* to ſock oth % ' habits and accompliſn- 

ments? 
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ments? 'That the property ought alſo to deſcend to 
children and relations, for the ſame »/z/u/ purpoſe ? 
That it may be alienated by conſent, in order to be- 
get that commerce and intercourſe, which is fo bene- 
ficial to human ſociety? And that all contracts and 
promiſes ought carefully to be fulfilled, in order to 


ſecure mutual truſt and confidence, by which the ge- 
neral intereſt of mankind is ſo much promoted? 


ExAamMiINE the writers on the laws of nature; and 
you will always find, that, whatever principles they 
ſet out with, they are ſure to terminate here at laſt, 
and to aſſign, as the ultimate reaſon for every rule 
which they eſtabliſh, the convenience and neceſſities 
of mankind. A conceſſion thus extorted, in oppoſi- 
tion to ſyſtems, has more authority, than if it had 
been made, in proſecution of them, 


Wuar other reaſon, indeed, could writers ever 
give, why this muſt be mize and that yours ; ſince un- 
inſtructed nature, ſurely, never made any ſuch diſtinc- 
tion? Theſe objects are, of themſelves, foreign to 
us; they are totally disjoined and ſeparated from us; 
and nothing but the general intereſts of ſociety can 
form the connection. 


SouE TIMES, the intereſts of ſociety may require a 
rule of juſtice in a particular caſe; but may not deter- 
mine any particular rule, among ſeveral, which are 
all equally beneficial. In that caſe, the ſlighteſt ana- 
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hagies are laid hold of, in order to prevent that indif- 
ference and ambiguity, which would be the ſource of 
perpetual diſſentions. Thus poſſeſſion alone, and firſt 
poſſeſſion, is ſuppoſed to convey property, where no- 
body elſe has any precedent claim and pretenſion. 
Many of the reaſonings of lawyers are of this analo- 
gical nature, and depend. on * ſlight connexions 
of the imagination. | 


Does any one ſcruple, in extraordinary caſes, to vi- 
| Olate all regard to the private property of individuals, 
and ſacrifice to public intereſt a diſtinction, which 
had been eſtabliſhed for the ſake of that. intereſt? 
The. ſafety of the people is the ſupreme law): All 
other particular laws are ſubordinate to it, and depen. 
dant on it: And if, in the common. courſe of things, 
they be followed and regarded; tis only becauſe the 
public ſafety and intereſt, commonly demand ſo equal 
and impartial an adminiſtration. 


SoMETIMES both utility and analogy fail, and leave 
the laws of juſtice in total uncertainty. Thus, 'tis 
highly requiſite, that preſcription or long poſſeſſion 
ſhould convey property; but what number of days or 
months or years ſhould be ſufficient for that purpoſe, 
*tis.impoſſible far reaſon alone to dermine. Civil laaus 
here ſupply the place of the natural code, and aſſign 
different terms for preſcription, according to the dif-. | 
TIRE: utilitie;, propoſed by the 1 Bills of 
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exchan ge and promiſſory notes, by the laws of moſt 
countries, preſcribe ſooner than bonds and mortgages, 
and contracts of a more formal nature. 


* 


In. general we may obſerve, that all queſtions of 
property are ſubordinate to the authority of civil laws, 
which extend, reftrain, modify, and alter the rules of 


natural juſtice, according to the particular convenience 
of each community. The laws have, or ought to 
have, a conſtant reference to the conſtitution of go- 
vernment, the manners, the climate, the religion, the 
commerce, the ſituation of each ſociety. A late au- 
thor of genius, as well as learning, has proſecuted 
this ſubject at large, and has eſtabliſhed, from theſe 
principles, a ſyſtem of political knowlege, which 
abounds in ingenious and brilliant thoughts, and is 
not wanting in ſolidity *, 

WHAT 


* The author of L” Eſprit des Loix. This illuſtrious writer, 
however, ſsts out with a different theory, and ſuppoſes all 
right to be founded on certain rapports or relations; which is a 
ſyſtem, that, in my opinion, never will reconcile with true phi- 


loſophy. Father MAT ENA NAT, as far as I can learn, was 


the firſt that ſtarted i this abſtra theory of morals, which was 


afterwards adopted 5 Dr. CLanxz and others; and as it ex- 


cludes all ſentiment, and pretends to found every thing on rea- 


ſoh, it has not wanted- followers in this philoſophic age. See. 


Section 1, and Appendix 1. With regard to juſtice, the virtue 
here treated of, the inference againſt this theory ſeems ſhort and 


D 2 concluſive, 
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WHAT is @ man's property! Any thing, which it 
is lawful for him, and for repent ee ſe.” But 
what rule hade we, by which we cam diſtinguiſh theſe 


objects? Here we mult have recourſe to ſtatutes, cuſ- 
toms, precedents, analogies, and a hundred other 


concluſive. Property is allowed to be dependant. on civil laws; 
civil laws are allowed to have no other foundation of their au- 
thority, and no other object, but the intereſt of ſociety : This 

therefore muſt be allowed to be the ſole foundation of property 
and juſtice, Not to mention, that our obligation itſelf to obey 
the magiſtrate and his laws is founded on nothing but the inter- 


eſts of ſociety. 


If the ideas of juſtice, ſometimes, do not follow the diſpo- 
fitions of civil law; we ſhall find, that theſe caſes, inſtead of ob- 
jections, are confirmations of the theory delivered above. Where 
a civil law is ſo perverſe as to croſs all the intereſts of ſociety, 
it loſes all its authority, and men judge by the ideas of natural 
Juſtice, which are conformable to thoſe intereſts, Sometimes 
alſo civil laws, for uſeful purpoſes, require a ceremony or form; 
and where that is wanting, their decrees run contrary to the uſual 
tenor of juſtice; but one, who takes advantage of ſuch chi- 
canes, is not regarded as an honeſt man, Thus, the intereſts of 
ſociety require, that contracts be fulfilled ; and there is not a 
more material article either of natural or civil juſtice : But the 

- omiſſion of a trifling circumſtance will eften, by law, invalidate 
a contract, in foro bumano, but not in foro conſcientiæ, as divines 
expreſs themſelves. In theſe caſes, the magiſtrate is ſuppoſed 
only to withdraw his power of inforcing the right, not to have 
altered the right, Where his intention extends to the right, 
and is conformable to the intereſts of ſociety 3 it never fails to 
alter the right; a clear proof of the origin of juſtice and of pro- 


perty, as aſſigned above. | 
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circumſtances; ſome of which are conſtant and in- 
flexible, ſome variable and arbitrary. But the ulti- 
mate point, in which they all profeſſedly terminate, is, 
the intereſt and happineſs of human ſociety, Where 
this enters not into conſideration, nothing can appear 
more whimſical, unnatural, and even ſuperſtitious, than 
all or moſt of the laws of juſtice and of property. 


Tarose, who ridicule vulgar ſuperſtitions, and ex- 
poſe the folly of particular regards to meats, days, 
places, poſtures, apparel, have an eaſy taſk ; while 
they conſider all the qualities and relations of the ob- 
jects, and diſcover no adequate cauſe for that affection 
or antipathy, veneration or horror, which have fo 
mighty an influence over a conſiderable part of man- 
kind. A SyR1an would have farved rather than 
taſte pigeon ; an EY TIA would not have ap- 
proached bacon : But if theſe ſpecies of food be eya. 
mined by the ſenſes of ſight, ſmell, or taſte, or ſcruti- 
nized by the ſciences of chymiliry, medicine, or phy- 
ſics; no difference is ever found between them and 
any other ſpecies, nor can that preciſe circumſtance be 
pitched on, which may afford a juſt foundation for the 
religious paſſion, A fowl on Thurſday is lawful food ; 
on Friday, abominable : Eggs in this houſe, and in 
this dioceſe, are permitted during Lent; a hundred 
paces farther, to eat them is a damnable ſin. This 
earth or building, yeſterday, was profane ; to day, by 
the muttering of certain words, it has become holy 
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and ſacred. Such reflections as theſe, in the mouth 
of a philoſopher, one may ſafely ſay, are too obvious 
to have any influence; becauſe they muſt always, to 
every man, occur at firſt ſight; and where they pre- 
vail not, ef themſelves, they are ſurely obſtructed by 
education, prejudice and paſſion, not by ignorance or 
miſtake. | 


IT may appear to a careleſs view, or rather, a too 
abſtracted reflection, that there enters a like ſuperſti- 
tion into all the regards of juſtice; and that, if a man 
ſubjects its objects, or what we call property, to the 
ſame ſcrutiny of ſenſe and ſcience, he will not, by the 
moſt accurate inquiry, find any foundation for the dif- 
| ference made by moral ſentiment. I may lawfully 
nouriſh myſelf from this tree ; but the fruit of ano- 
ther of the ſame ſpecies, ten paces of, tis criminal 
for me to touch. Had 1 worne this apparel an hour 
ago, I had merited the ſevereſt puniſhment ; but a 
man, by pronouncing a few magical ſyllables, has 
now rendered it fit for my uſe and ſervice. Were 
this houſe placed in the neighbouring territory, it 
had been immoral for me to dwell in it; but being 
built on this fide the river, it is ſubje& to a different 
municipal law, and I incur no blame or cenſure, 
The ſame ſpecies of reaſoning, it may be thought, 
which ſo ſucceſsfully expoſes ſuperſtition, is alſo appli- 
cable to juſtice ; nor is it poſſible, in the one caſe more 
than in the other, to point out, in the object, that 

| | | preciſe 
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preciſe quality or cireumſtance, which is the founda- 
tion of the ſentiment. 


Bur there is this material difference between per- 
ſition and juſtice, that the former is frivolous, uſeleſs, 
and burdenſome ; the latter is abſolutely requiſite to 
the well-being of mankind and exiſtence of ſociety. 
When we abſtract from this circumſtance (for 'tis too 
apparent ever to be overlooked) it muſt be confeſſed, 
that all regards to right and property, ſeem intirely 
without foundation, as much as the groſſeſt and moſt 
vulgar ſuperſtition, Were the intereſts of ſociety no 
way concerned, tis as unintelligible, why another's 
articulating certain ſounds, implying conſent, ſhould 
change the nature of my actions with regard to a par- 
ticular object, as why the reciting of a liturgy by a 
prieſt, in a certain habit and poſture, ſhould dedicate 
a heap of brick and timber, and render it, thence- 


forth and for ever, ſacred “. 
Tasse 


® *Tis evident, that the will or conſent alone never transfers 


property, nor cauſes the obligation of a promiſe (for the ſame 


reaſoning extends to both) but the will muſt be expreſſed by 
words or ſigns, in order to impoſe a tye upon any man, The 


expreſſion, being once brought in as ſubſervient to the will, ſoon 


becomes the principal part of the promiſe z nor will a man be 
leſs bound by his word, tho? he ſecretly give a different direction 
to his intention, and with-hold the aſſent of his mind. But 


tho' the expreſſion makes, on moſt occaſions, the whole of the 
| D 4 promiſe, 


momo WM. 


Tuxs s refleQions are far from weakening the obli- 
gations of juſtice, or diminiſhing any thing from the 
moſt 


promiſe, yet it does not always ſo; and one who ſhould make 
uſe of any expreſſion, of which he knows not the meaning, and 


which he uſes without any ſenſe of the conſequences, would not 


certainly be bound by it. Nay, tho' he know its meaning, yet 
if he uſes it in jeſt only, and with ſuch figns as ſhow evidently, 
that he has no ſerious intention of binding himſelf, he would 
not lie under any obligation of performance; but tis neceſſary, 
that the words be a perfect expreſſion of the will, without any 
contrary ſigns. Nay, even this we muſt not carry ſo far as to 


Imagine, that one, whom, by our quickneſs of underſtanding, we 


conjecture, from certain ſigns, to have an intention of deceiving 
us, is not bound by his expreſſion or verbal promiſe, if we ac- 
cept of it; but muſt limit this concluſion to thoſe caſes where 
the figns are of a different nature from thoſe of deceit, All 
thoſe contradictions are eaſily accounted for, if juſtice ariſes 


| intirely from its uſefulneſs to ſociety ; but will never be explain 


ed on any other hypotheſis. 


"Tis remarkable, that the moral deciſions of the Peſuits and 
other relaxed caſuiſts, were commonly formed in proſecution of 
ſome ſuch ſubtilties of reaſoning as are here pointed out, and 
proceeded as much from the habit of ſcholaſtic refinement as 
from any corruption of the heart, if we may follow the authority 
of Monſ. BayLEz, See his dictionary, article LoyoLa, And 


| why has the indignation of mankind 1oſe ſo high againſt theſe 


caſyiſts ; but becauſe every one perceived, that human ſocicty 
could not ſubſiſt were ſuch practices authorized, and that morals 
muſt always be handled with a view to public intereſt, more 
than 3 an; 2 If the ſecret Getting of the in- 


tention, 
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moſt ſacred attention to property. On the contrary, 


ſuch ſentiments muſt acquire new force from the pre- 
ſent reaſoning. For what ſtronger foundation can be 
deſired or conceived for any duty, than to obſerve, 
that human ſociety, or even human nature could not 
ſubſiſt, without the eſtabliſhment of it; and will {till 


arrive at greater degrees of happineſs and perfection, 


the more inviolable the regard is, which is paid to 
that duty ? 


Ir juftice aroſe from a ſimple, original inſtin& in 
the human breaſt, without any reflection, even on 
thoſe obvious intereſts of ſociety, which abſolutely re- 


quire that virtue ; it muſt follow, that property, which 
is the object of juſtice, is alſo diſtinguiſhed by a ſim- 
ple, original inſtinct, and is not aſcertained by any 
argument or reflection. But who is there that ever 
heard of ſuch an inſtint? Or is this a ſubject, in 
which new diſcoveries will be made? We may as 
well expect to diſcover, in the body, new * ſenſes, 
which had before eſcaped all mankind. 


tention, ſaid every man of ſenſe, could invalidate a contract; 
where is our ſecurity ? And yet a metaphyſical ſchoolman might 
think, that where an intention was ſuppoſed to be requiſite, if 
that intention really had not place, no conſequence ought tg 
follow, and no obligation be impoſed, The caſuiſtical ſubtilties 
may not be greater than the ſubtilties of lawyers, hinted at 
above; but as the former are pernicious, and the latter innocent 
and even neceſſary, this is the reaſon of the very different recep- 
tion they meet with from the world, 


Y 
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Bur farther, tho? it ſeems a very ſimple propoſition 
to ſay, that nature, by an inſtinctive ſentiment, diſtin- 
guiſhes property, yet in reality we ſhall find, that 
there are required for that purpoſe ten thouſand dif- 
ferent inſtincts, and theſe employed about objects of 
the preateſt intricacy and niceſt diſcernment. For 
when a definition of property is demanded, that relation 
is found to reſolve itſelf into any poſſeſſion acquired 
by occupation, by induſtry, by preſcription, by inhe- 
zitance, by contract, Ac. Can we think, that na- 
ture, by an original inſtinct, inſtructs us in all theſe 
2 of acquiſition? 


Tur words too, inheritance and contract, ſtand 
for ideas infinitely complicated; and to define them 
exactly, a thouſand volumes of laws, and innumerable 
volumes of commentators, have not been found ſuffi- - 
cient, Does nature, whoſe inſtincts in men are all 
ſimple, embrace ſach complicated and artificial ob- 
Jes, and create a rational creature, without truſting 
any thing to the operation of his reaſon ? 


Bur even tho” all this were admitted, it would not 
be ſatisfactory. Poſitive laws can certainly transfer 
property. Is it by another original inſtinct, that we 

, recognize the authority of kings and ſenates, and 
mark all the boundaries of their juriſdiction? Judges 
too, even thoꝰ their ſentence be erroneous and illegal, 
mult be allowed, for the fake of peace and order, to 
| KG have 
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have deciſive authority, and ultimately to determine 
property. Have we original, innate ideas of prætors 
and chancellors and juries? Who ſees not, that all 
theſe inſtitutions ariſe merely from the neceſſities of 


human ſociety ? 


ALL birds of the ſame ſpecies, in every age and 
country, build their neſts alike : In this we fee the 
force of inſtinct. Men, in different times and places, 
frame their houſes differently : Here we perceive the 
influence of reafon and cuſtom. A like inference may 
be drawn from comparing the inſtin& of generation 
and the * of property: 


Howxvx x great the variety of nation laws, it 
muſt be confeſſed, that their great lines pretty regu- 
larly concur ; becauſe the purpoſes, to which they tend, 
are every where exactly ſimilar. In like manner, all 
houſes have a roof and walls, and windows and chim- 
neys ; tho? infinitely diverſified in their ſhape, figure, 


and materials. The purpoſes of the latter, directed to 


the conveniencies of human life, beſpeak not more 
plainly their origin from reaſon and reflection, than 
do thoſe of the former, which point all to a like end. 


I NEED not mention the variations which all the 
rules of property receive from the finer turns and con- 
nexions of the imagination, and from the ſubtilties 


and abſtractions of law-topics and reaſonings. There 
D 6 is. 
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is no poſſibility of * this obſervation to the 


notion oh original inſtincts. 


| Waar alone will beget a 7 OY of the add on 
which I inſiſt, is the influence of education and ac- 
quired habits, by which we are fo accuſtomed to 


blame injuſtice, that we are not, in every. inſtance, 
conſcious of any immediate reflection on the perni- 


cious conſequences of it. The views the moſt fami- 
lar to us are apt, for that very reaſon, to eſcape us 3 
and what we have very frequently performed from 
certain motives, we are apt likewiſe to continue me- 
chanically, without recalling, on every occaſion, the 
reflections, which firſt determined us. The conve- 
nience, or rather neceſſity, which leads to juſtice, is ſo 
univerſal, and every where points ſo much to the ſame 
rules, that the habit takes place in all ſocieties ; and 
it is not without ſome. ſcrutiny, that we are able to 
aſcertain its true origin. The matter, however, is 
not ſo obſcure, but that, even in common life, we 
have, every moment, recourſe to the principle of pub- 


lie utility, and aſk, What muft become of the ævorld, if 
| fach practices prewail? How could ſociety ſub/eſt under 
ſuch diſorders? Were the diſtinction or ſeparation of 


poſſeſſions intirely uſeleſs, can any one conceive, that 
it ever ſhould have obtained in ſociety ? 


Tuus we ſeem, upon the whole, to have attained 
z knowlege of the force of that principle here inſiſted 
8 

” | ; on, 
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on, and can determine what degree of eſteem or mo- 
ral approbation may reſult from reflections on public 
intereſt and utility. The neceſſity of juſtice to the 
ſupport of ſociety is the SOLE foundation of that 


virtue; and ſince no moral excellence is more highly 


eſteemed, we may conclude, that this circumſtance of 
uſefulneſs has, in general, the ſtrongeſt energy, and 
moſt intire command over our ſentiments. It muſt, 
therefore, be the ſource of a conſiderable part of the 
merit aſcribed to humanity, benevolence, friendſhip, 
public ſpirit, and other ſocial virtues of that ſtamp; 
as it is the SOLE ſource of the moral approbation 
paid to fidelity, juſtice, veracity, integrity, and thoſe 
other eſtimable and uſeful qualities and principles. 
Tis intirely agreeable to the rules of philoſophy, and 
even of common reaſon ; where any principle has 
been found to have a great force and energy in one 
inſtance, to aſcribe to it a like energy in all ſimilar 


. inſtances +. 


+ This is Sir Is AAC NewToN's ſecond rule of philoſo- 
phizing, Principia, lib, Jos 


SE C- 
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AD every man ſufficient /agacity to perceive, at 
all times, the ftrong intereſt, which binds him 
to the obſervance of juſtice and equity, and frength 
of mind ſufficient to perſevere in a ſteady adherence to 
a general and a diſtant intereſt, in oppoſition to the 
allurements of preſent pleaſure and advantage : There 
had never, in that caſe, been any ſuch thing as go- 
vernment or political ſociety, but each man following 
his natural liberty, had lived in intire peace and har- 
mony with all others. What need of poſitive laws, 
where natural juſtice is, of itſelf, a ſufficient reſtraint ? 
Why create magiſtrates, where there never ariſes any 
diſorder or iniquity * Why abridge our native free- 
dom, when, in every inſtance, the utmoſt exertion of 
it is found innocent and beneficial ? *Tis evident, 
that, if government were totally uſeleſs, it never could 
have place, and that the SOLE foundation of the 
duty of ALLEGIANCE is the advantage which 
9 1 


% 
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it procures to ſociety, by preſerving peace and order 


— mankind, | 


— 


Warn a . of delten ſocieties are erected, 
and maintain a great intercourſe together, a new ſet 
of rules are immediately diſcovered to be »/c/#/ in that 
particular ſituation ; and accordingly take place, un- 
der the title of LAWS of NATIONS. Of this 
kind are, the ſacredneſs of the perſons of ambaſſadors, 
abſtaining from poiſoned arms, quarter in war, with 
others of that kind, which are plainly calculated for 


the advantage of ſtates and kingdoms, in their inter- 


courſe with each' other, | 


Tus POR of juſtice, fach as We among indi. 
viduals, are not intirely ſuſpended among political ſo- 


cieties. All princes pretend a regard to the rights of 


others; and ſome, no doubt, without hypocriſy, Al- 
| Hances and treaties are every day made between inde- 
pendent ſtates, which would only be ſo much waſte of 
parchment, if they were not found, by experience, to 
have /eme influence and authority. But here is the 
difference between kingdoms and individuals. Hu- 
man nature cannot, by any means, ſubſiſt, without 
the aſſociation of individuals; and that aſſociation ne- 
ver could have place, were no regard paid to the laws 
of equity and juſtice. Diſorder, confuſion, the war 
of all againſt all, are the neceſſary conſequences of 
ſuch a licentious conduct. But nations can ſubſiſt 


without 


r 
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without intercourſe. They may even ſubſiſt, in ſome 
degree, under a general war. The obſervance of 
juſtice, tho? uſeful among them, is not guarded by fo 
ſtrong a neceſlity as among individuals ; and the moral 
obligation holds proportion with the »/e/ulneſs. All 
politicians will allow, and moſt philoſophers, that 
REASONSof STATE may, in particular emer- 
gencies, diſpenſe with the rules of juſtice, and invali- 
date any treaty or alliance, where the ſtrict obſervance 
of it would be prejudicial, in a confiderable degree, to 
either of the contracting parties. But nothing leſs 
than the extremeſt neceſſity, tis confeſt, can juſtify 
individuals in a breach of promiſe, or an invaſion of 
the properties of others. 


In a confederated commonwealth, ſuch as the A- 
CHZAN republic of old, or the Swiss Cantons and 
United Provinces in modern times; as the league has 
here a peculiar utility, the conditions of union have a 
peculiar ſacredneſs and authority, and a violation of 
them would be equally criminal, or even more crimi- 
nal, than any private injury or injuſtice. | 


Tus long and helpleſs infancy of man requires 
the combination of parents for the ſubſiſtence of their 
young; and that combination requires the virtue of 
CHASTITY or fidelity to the marriage-bed. 
Without ſuch an utility, it will readily be owned, 

| that 
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that ſuch a virtue would never have been thought 
of *. | 


Ax infidelity of this nature is much more pernicious 
in women than in men. Hence the laws of chaſtity 
are much ſtricter over the one ſex than over the 
other +. Bs 


3 


'TrosE 


„ The only ſolution, which PLATo gives to all the objec- 


tions, that might be raiſed againſt the community of women, 


ſtabliſhed in his imaginary commonwealth, is, kak ug vag $n 
rr S NM x nedeteras, eri To Af wpENIpcy xahoy, To Ts 
BraCrgoy aiogggor, Scite enim iflud & dicitur & dicetur, Id gued 
utile fit boneſtum eſſe, quod autem inutile ſit turpe eſſe, De Rep. 
lib. 5. p. 457. ex edit. Serr. And this maxim will admit of 


no doubt, where public utility is concerned; which is PLaTo's 


meaning. And indeed to what other purpoſe do all the ideas of 
chaſtity and modeſty ſerve ? Niff utile e quod facimus, fruſtra eff 
gloria, fays Puzprus. Kaen ru BhaGepoy uber, ſays PLU- 
ARCH de vitieſo pudore. Nihil eorum quæ damnoſa ſunt, pul- 
chrum eſt. The ſame was the opinion of the Stoics, @aviy vv 
e Z7:6x04 ayabey eva wENEiay n 2X Tg WQENEIAS, WaHEANELV party 
Atyorleg Try a RE N v owedaudy af. SET T. Eur. lib. 3. 
cap. 20. 


+ Theſe rules have all a reference to generation; and yet 
women paſt child-bearing are no more ſuppoſed to be exempted 
from them than thoſe in the flower of their youth and beauty, 
General rules are often extended beyond the principle, whence 
they firſt ariſe; and this in all matters of taſte and ſentiment. 
"Tis a vulgar ſtory at PAx 18, that during the rage of the Mis- 


61881771, 
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Taose who live in the ſame family have ſo fre- 
quent opportunities of licence of this kind, that no- 
thing could preſerve purity of manners, were mar- 
riage allowed among the neareſt relations, or any in- 
tercourſe of love between them ratified by law and 
cuſtom. INCEST, therefore, being pernicious in 
a ſuperior degree, has alſo a ſuperior es and 
moral deformity annexed to it, 


Waar is the reaſon, why, by the ArRENIAN 
laws, one might marry a half-ſiſter by the father, but 
not by the mother ? Plainly this. The manners of 
the ATHEx1ans were fo reſerved, that a man was 


never permitted to approach the women's apartment, 
even in the ſame family, unleſs where he viſited his 


51861771, a hump-backed fellow went every day into the Rux 
DE QuINCEMPOIX, where the ſtock-jobbers met in great 
crowds, and was well paid for allowing them to make uſe of his 
homp as a deſk, in order to ſign their contracts upon it, 
Would the fortune which he raiſed by this invention make him 
a handſome fellow; tho?” it be confeſt, that perſonal beauty ari- 
ſes very much from ideas of utility? The imagination is in- 
fluenced by aſſociations of ideas; which, tho* they ariſe at firſt 
from the judgment, are not eaſily altered by every particular ex- 
ception that occurs to us, To which we may add, in the preſent 
caſe of chaſtity, that the example of the old would be pernicious 
to the young; and that women continually thinking that a cer. 
tain time would bring them the liberty of indulgence, would na- 


turally advance that period, and think more lightly of this whale 


duty, ſo requiſite to ſociety, 
own 
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own mother. His ſtep-mother and her children were 
as much ſhut up from him as the women of any other 
family, and there was as little danger of any cri- 
minal correſpondence between them. ' Uncles and 
nieces, for a like reaſon, might marry at Armens 
but neither theſe, nor half-brothers and ſiſters, could 
contract that alliance at Rome, where the intercourſe 
was more open between the ſexes. Public utility is 1s 
the cauſe of all theſe variations, | 


To repeat, to a man's prejudice, any thing that 
eſcaped him in private converſation, or to make any 
ſuch uſe of his private letters, is highly blamed. The 
free and ſocial intercourſe of minds mult be extremely 
checked, where no ſuch rules of fidelity are eſta- 
bliſhed. | 


| = in repeating ſtories, whence we. can ſee no 
in conſequences to reſult, the giving one's authors is 
regarded as a piece of indiſcretion, if not of immo- 
rality. Theſe ſtories, in paſſing from hand to hand, 
and receiving all the uſual variations, frequently come 


about to the perſons concerned, and produce animo- 


fities and quarrels among people, whoſe intentions 
are the moſt innocent and inoffenſive. h 


To pry into ſecrets, to open or even read the ſet- 


ters of others, to play the ſpy upon their words and 


looks and actions: what habits more inconvenient 
. | | in 
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in ſociety? What habits, of conſequence, more 
blameable ? 


Tr1s principle is alſo the foundation of moſt of the 
laws of good-manners ; a kind of leſſer morality cal- 
culated for the eaſe of company and converſation. 
Too much or too little ceremony are both blamed, 
and every thing, which promotes eaſe, without an in- 
decent familiarity, is uſeful and laudable. 


- ConsTancr in friendſhips, attachments, and fa- 
miliarities, is commonly very commendable, and is 
requiſite to ſupport truſt and good correſpondence in 
ſociety. But in places of general, though caſual con- 
courſe, where the purſuit of health and pleaſure 
brings people promiſcuouſly together, public conve- 
niency has diſpenſed with this maxim ; and cuſtom 
there promotes an unreſerved converſation for the 
time, by indulging the privilege of dropping after- 
wards every indifferent acquaintance, without breach 
of civility or good-manners. 


Evex in ſocieties, which are eſtabliſhed on prin- 
ciples the moſt immoral, and the moſt deſtructive to 
the intereſts of the general ſociety, there are required 
certain rules, which a ſpecies of falſe honour, as well 
as private intereſt, engages the members to obſerve. 
Robbers and pyrates, it has often been remarked, 


could not maintain their pernicious confederacy, did 
they 
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they not eſtabliſh- a new diſtributive juſtice among 
' themſelves, and recall thoſe laws of equity, which 
they have violated with the reſt of mankind. 


TJ narsz-a drinking companion, ſays the Greer 
proverb, who never forgets. The follies of the laſt de- 
bauch ſhould be buried in eternal oblivion, in order to 
give full * the follies of the next. 


Amonc nations, where an immoral pallantry, if 
covered with a thin veil of myſtery, is, in ſome de- 
gree, authorized by cuſtom, there immediately ariſe a 
ſet of rules; calculated for the conveniency of that at- 
tachment. The famous court or parliament of love 
in Provence decided formally all difficult caſes of 


Ix ſocieties for play, there are laws required for the 
conduct of the game, and theſe laws are different in 
each game. The foundation, I own, of ſuch ſocieties 
is ftivolous ; and the laws are, in a great meaſure, 
tho? not altogether, capricious and arbitrary, So far 
is there a material difference between them and the 
rules of juſtice, fidelity and loyalty. The general ſo- 
cieties of men are abſolutely requiſite for the ſubſiſ- 
tence of the ſpecies; and the public conveniency, 
which regulates- morals, is inviolably eſtabliſhed” in 
the nature of man, and of the world, in which he 
lives. The compariſon, therefore, in theſe reſpects, 


1s 
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is very imperfect. We may only learn from it the ne- 
ceſſity of rules, wherever men have any intercourſe 
with each other. 


Tuzy cannot even paſs each other on the road 
without rules. Waggoners, coachmen, and poſtilions 


have principles, by which they give way; and theſe 


are chiefly founded on mutual eaſe and convenience, 
Sometimes alſo they are arbitrary, at leaſt dependent 
on a kind of capricious analogy, like many of the 
reaſonings of lawyers *. | 


To carry the matter farther, we may obſerve, that 
'tis impoſſible for men ſo much as to murder each 
other without ſtatutes and maxims, and an idea of 
juſtice and honour, War has its laws as well as 
peace ; and even that ſportive kind of war carried on 
among wreſtlers, boxers, cudgel-players, gladiators, is 
regulated by fixed principles. Common intereſt and 
utility beget infallibly a ſtandard of right and wrong 
among the parties concerned. 


* That the lighter machine yields to the heavier, and, in 
machines of the ſame kind, that the empty yield to the loaded: 
this rule is founded on convenience, That thoſe who are going 
to the capital take place of thoſe who are coming from it ; this 
ſeems to be founded on ſome idea of the dignity of the great 
city, and of the preference of the future to the paſt. From like 
reaſons, among foot-walkers, the right-hand intitles a man to 
the wall, and prevents joſtling, which peaceable people find very 
diſagreeable and inconvenient, 

| Serie 
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SECTION V. 


Way UTILITY PLEASE Ss. 


PART J. 


T ſeems ſo natural a thought to aſcribe to their uti- 
lity the praiſe which we beſtow on the ſocial vir- 
tues, that one would expect to meet with this principle 
every where in moral writers, as the chief foundation 
of their reaſoning and inquiry. In common life, we 
may obſerve, that the circumſtance of utility is al- 
ways appealed to; nor is it ſuppoſed, that a greater 
eulogy can be given to any man, than to diſplay his 
uſefulneſs to the public, and enumerate the ſervices 
which he has performed to mankind and ſociety. What 
praiſe, even of an inanimate form, if the regularity 
and elegance of its parts deſtroy not its fitneſs for any 
uſeful purpoſe ! And how ſatisfactory an apology for 
any diſproportion or ſeeming deformity, if we can 
ſhow the neceſſity of that particular conſtruction for 
the uſe intended! A ſhip appears infinitely more beau- 
tiful to an artiſt, or one moderately ſkilled in naviga- 
tion, where its prow is wide and ſwelling beyond its 
Vol. IV. K poop, 
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poop, than if it were framed with a preciſe geome- 
trical regularity, in contradiction to all the laws of 
mechanics. A building, whoſe doors and windows 
were exact ſquares, would hurt the eye by that very 
proportion; as ill adapted to the human figure, for 
whoſe ſervice the fabric was intended. What won- 
der then, that a man, whoſe habits and condu are 
hurtful to ſociety, and dangerous or pernicious to - 
every one who has an intercourſe with him, ſhould, on 
that account, be an object of diſapprobation, and 


cmmunicate to every ſpectator the ſtrongeſt ſentiments 
of diſguſt and hatred * ? 
Bur 


* We ought not to imagine, becauſe an inanimate object may 
be uſeful as well as a man, that therefore it ought alſo, accord- 
ing to this ſyſtem, to merit the appellation of virtuous. The 
ſentiments, excited by utility, are, in the two caſes, very dif- 
ferent ; and the one is mixed with affection, eſteem, approbation, 
Sc. and not the other. In like manner, an inanimate object 

may have good colour and proportions as well as a human figure, 
But can we ever be in love with the former ? / There are a nu. 
merous ſet of paſſions and ſentiments, of which thinking ratio- 


nal beings are, by the original conſtitution of nature, the only 
proper objects: And tho' the very ſame qualities be transferred 
to an inſenſible, inanimate being, they will not excite the ſame 
ſentiments, The beneficial qualities of herbs and minerals are, 
indeed, ſometimes called their virtues; but this is an effect of 
the caprice of language, which ought not to be regarded in rea- 
ſoning. For tho' there be a ſpecies of approbation attending even 
inanimate objects, when beneficial, yet this ſentiment is fo 

weak, © 
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Bur perhaps the difficulty of accounting for theſe 
effects of uſefulneſs, or its contrary, has kept philo- 
ſophers from admitting them into their ſyſtems of 
ethics, and has induced them rather to employ any 
other principle, in explaining the origin of moral 

and evil. But tis no juſt reaſon for rejecting 
any principle, confirmed by experience, that we can- 
not give a ſatisfactory account of its origin, nor are able 
to reſolve it into other more general principles. And 
if we would employ a little thought on the preſent 
ſubje&, we need be at no loſs to account for the influ- 
ence of utility, and to deduce it from principles, the 
moſt known and avowed in human nature. 


From the apparent uſefulneſs of the ſocial virtues, 
it has readily been inferred by ſceptics, both ancient 
and modern, that all moral diſtinctions ariſe from edu- 
cation, and were, at firſt, invented, and afterwards 
encouraged by the art of politicians, in order to ren. 
der men tractable, and ſubdue their natural ferocity 
and ſelfiſhneſs, which incapacitated them for ſociety. 
This principle indeed of precept and education, muſt 


weak, and ſo different from what is directed to beneficent ma- 
giſtrates or ſtateſmen, that they ought not to be ranked under 
the ſame claſs or appellation. 


A very ſmall variation of the object, even where the ſame 
qualities are preſerved, will deſtroy a ſentiment. Thus; the 
ſame beauty, transferred to a different ſex, excites no amorous 
paſſion, where nature is not extremely perverted, 


E 2 | be 


4, hy 
- - 
* 
* 
LY 


rs ,., SECTION. v. 

be ſo far owned to have a powerful influence, that it 
may frequently increaſe or diminiſh, beyond their 
natural ſtandard, the ſentiments of approbation or diſ- 
like; and may even, in particular inſtances, create, 
without any natural principle, a new ſentiment of this 
kind; as is evident in all ſuperſtitious practices and 
obſervances: But that a// moral affection or diſlike 
ariſes from this origin, will never ſurely be allowed 
by any judicious inquirer Had nature made no ſuch 
diſtinction, founded in the original conſtitution of the 
mind, the words, honourable and ſhameful, lowely and 
odious, noble and deſpicable, had never had place in any 
language; nor could politicians, had they invented 
theſe terms, ever have been able to render them intel- 
ligible, or make them convey any idea to the audi. 
ence. So that nothing can be more ſuperficial: than 
this paradox of the ſceptics; and it were well, if, in 
the abſtruſer ſtudies of logic and metaphyſics, we 
could as eaſily get rid of the cavils of that ſect, as in 
the more practical and intelligible ſciences of politics 


and morals. 


Tus ſocial virtues 0 therefore, be allowed to 
have a natural beauty and amiableneſs, which, at firſt, 
antecedent to all precept or education, recommends 
them to the eſteem of uninſtructed mankind, and en- 
gages their affections. And as the public utility of 
theſe virtues is the chief circumſtance, u hence they 


derive their merit, it 'follows, that the end, which 
8 *N they 
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they have a tendency to promote, muſt be ſome way 
agreeable to us, and take hold of ſome natural affec_- 
tion. It muſt pleaſe, either from conſiderations of ſelf- 
intereſt, or from more generous motives and regards. 


IT has often been aſſerted, that, as every man has a 
ſtrong connexion with ſociety, and perceives the im- 
poſſibility of his ſolitary ſubſiſlence, he becomes, on 
that account, favourable to all thoſe habits or prin- 
ciples, which promote order in ſociety, and inſure to 
him the quiet poſſeſſion of fo ineſtimable a bleſſing. As 
much as we value our own happineſs and welfare, ag 
much muſt we value the practice of juſtice and huma- 
nity, by which alone the ſocial confederacy can be 
maintained, and every man reap the fruits of mutual 
protection and aſliftance. 


Tuis deduction of morals from ſelf. love, or a re- 
gard to private intereſt, is a very obvious thought, and 
has not ariſen wholly from the wanton ſallies and 
ſportive aſſaults of the ſceptics. To mention no 
others, PoLYB1us, one of the graveſt and moſt judi- 
cious, as well as moſt moral writers of antiquity, has 
aſſigned this ſelfiſh origin to all our ſentiments of 
virtue . But tho' the ſolid, practical ſenſe of that 


author, 


* Undutifulnefs to parents is difapproved of by mankind, 
go gapatrry TO perhnev, Y GuMNoyiCoperyty ors TO Wage mAngion ' 
$a avrwy ovyrvgyrtt, Ingratitude for a like reaſon (tho' he 

E 3 ſeem, 
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author, and his averſion to all vain ſubtilties, render 
his authority on the preſent ſubject very conſiderable ; 
yet this is not an affair to be decided by authority; 
and the voice of nature and experience ſeems. plainly 
to oppoſe the ſelſiſn theory. 


We frequently beſtow praiſe on virtuous actions, 
performed in very diſtant ages and remote countries ; 

Where the utmoſt ſubtilty of imagination would not 
diſcover any appearance of ſelf-intereſt, or find any 
connexion of our preſent happineſs and ſecurity with 
events ſo widely ſeparated from us. 


A generous, a brave, a noble deed, performed by 


Aw 9 „. — nne while wn 


ons of He waar yy een Ul GApYpiVUvaius sz +444 on" 
its conſequences it may be acknowleged Dun to. 
our particular 1 bo 


Wurz k private advantage concurs with general 
affection for virtue, we readily perceive and avow the 
mixture of theſe diſtin ſentiments, which have a 
very different feeling and influence on the mind. We 


ſeems there to mix a more generous regard) o1ygyaveareViac an 
r athag, avaqteoila; d avrug v Wagamhuyoicy af wy e 
yiyrlas vie eme wagt nag Tr xabnxolo; dvva gte Otegiag. 
1 Lib, 6. cap. 4. Perhaps the biſtorian only meant, that our 
1 ; ſympathy and humanity was more enlivened, by our conſidering 
| the fimilarity of our caſe with that of the perſons ſuffering; 
which is a juſt ſentiment. 


praiſe, 
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praiſe, perhaps, with more alacrity, where the gene- 
rous, humane action contributes to our particular in- 
tereſt: But the topics of praiſe which we inſiſt on 
are very wide of this circumſtance. And we may 
attempt to bring over others to our ſentiments, with- 
out endeavouring to convince them, that they reap 
any advantage from the actions, which we recom- 
mend to their approbation and applauſe. 


Fx Au the model of a praiſe-worthy character, 
conſiſting of all the moſt amiable moral virtues : Give 
inſtances, in which theſe diſplay themſclves, after an 
eminent and extraordinary manner: You readily en- 
gage the eſteem and approbation of all your audience 
who never ſo much as enquire in what age and coun- 
try the perſon lived, who poſſeſſed theſe noble qua- 
lities: A circumſtance, however, of all others, the 
moſt material to ſelf-love, or a concern for our own 
individual happineſs, 


Oncs on a time, a ſtateſman, in the ſhock and 
concurrence of parties, prevailed fo far as to procure, 
by his eloquence, the baniſhment of an able adver- 
ſary ; whom he ſecretly follo ved, offering him mo- 
ney for his ſupport during his exile, and ſoothing him 
with topics of conſolation in his misfortunes. Alas! 
cries the baniſhed ſtateſman, with what regret muſt 1 
leave my friends in this city, where even enemies are [0 
generous ! Virtue, tho' in an enemy, here pleaſed 

E 4 him: 
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him : And we alſo give it the juſt tribute of praiſe and 
approbation; nor do we retract theſe ſentiments, 


when we hear, that the action paſt at ATHEns, about 


two thouſand years ago, and that the perſons names 
were Escaines and DeMosTHENES. | 


WHAT is that to ne? There are few occaſions, 
when this queſtion is not pertinent: And had it that 
univerſal, infallible influence ſuppoſed, it would turn 
Into ridicule every compoſition, and almoſt every con- 
verſation, which contain any praiſe or cenſure of men 
and manners, 


. 


Tis but a weak ſubterfuge, when preſſed by theſe 
facts and arguments, to ſay, that we tranſport our- 
ſelves, by the force of imagination, into diſtant ages 
and countries, and conſider the advantage, which we 
ſhould have reaped from theſe characters, had we been 
contemporaries, and had any commerce with the perſons. 
Tis not conceivable, how a real ſentiment or paſſion 
can ever ariſe from a known imaginary intereſt ; eſpe- 
cially when our real intereſt is ſtill kept in view, and 
is often acknowledged to be entirely diſtin& from the 

imaginary, and even ſometimes oppoſite to it. 


Aux, brought to the brink of a precipice, can- 
not look down without trembling ; and the ſentiment 
of imaginary danger actuates him, in oppoſition to the 
opinion and belief of rea! ſafety. But the imagina- 
5 * tion 


: 
? 
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tion is here aſſiſted by the preſence of a ſtriking ob- 


. je&; and yet prevails not, except it be alſo aided by 


novelty, and the unuſual appearance of the object. 

Cuſtom ſoon reconciles us to heights and precipices, 

and wears off theſe falſe and deluſive terrors. The 

reverſe is obſervable in the eſtimates which we form 

of characters and manners; and the more we habi- 

tuate ourſelves to an accurate ſcrutiny of the moral 

ſpecies, the more delicate feeling do we acquire of 
the moſt minute diſtinctions between vice and virtue. 

Such frequent occaſion, indeed, have we, in common 
life, to pronounce all kinds of moral determinations, 

that no object of this kind can be new or unuſual to 

us; nor could any falſe views or prepoſſeſſions main- 

tain their ground againſt an experience, ſo common 

and familiar, Experience being chiefly what forms 

the aſſociations of ideas, tis impoſſible, that any aſ- 

ſociation could eſtabliſh and ſupport itſelf, in _ 

oppoſition to that principle. 


Usxrulxzss is agreeable, and engages aur ap- 
probation, This is a matter of fact, confirmed by 


daily obſervation. But, 2% ? For what? For ſome 
| body's intereſt, ſurely. Whoſe: intereſt then? Not 


our own only: For our approbation frequently ex- 


- tends farther, It muſt, therefore, be the intereſt of 


thoſe, who are ſerved by the character or action ap- 
Proved of; and theſe we may conclude, however re- 
E 5 mote, 


— wt ns ns — — 
n 


— 
2 


rr Pet” 
— —— * 
— IE; 


_ -w — ines. 
. — _ — 
. 22 2 


— 


—DPU)—L—m —y—-—— — — 
— — —— — 

* y 

= — * 


& 
1 
i 
* 
ö 
7 N 
* 
4 
* 
Ce 1 
f 
* 
9 
4 
% 
ry 
3 
i 
74 
| 
j 
4 
1 7 
18 
1 
i 2 
* 
” 
#4 
1 
| 
% 
1 
0 
5 
£ * 
1 
2118 
1 
1 
1 
1 
In 
» 
FIN 
Will. 
28 
218 
4 
Al 
71188 
: 
31m 
1 
319 
1 
1 
: 
| 
i! 
is 
mt 
1 
{ 
N * 
1 
F 
1 
| 
1 
T5. 
il 
Y * 
„ 
i717 
ens 
. 
6 
F 
E 
. 
4 
$ 
| 
1 
| 


82 SECTION v. 

mote, are not totally indifferent to us. By opening 
up this principle, we ſhall diſcover the great ſource of 
moral diſtinctions. | 


PART II. | 
Sr r-Loys is a principle in human nature of fuch 
extenſive energy, and the intereſt of each individual 
is, in general, ſo cloſely conneRted with that of the 
community, that thoſe philoſophers were excuſable, 
who fancied, that all our concern for the public 
might be refolved into a concern for our own happi- 
neſs and preſervation. They ſaw, every moment, 
inſtances of approbation or blame, ſatisfaction or dif- 
pleaſure towards characters and actions; they deno- 
minated the objects of theſe ſentiments, virtues or 
wicer; they obſerved, that the former had a tendency 
to encreaſe the happineſs, and the latter the miſery of 
ſociety ; they aſked, whether it was poſſible that we 


could have any general concern for ſociety, or any 


diſintereſted reſentment of the welfare or injury of 
others; they found it ſimpler to conſider all theſe ſen- 


timents as modifications of ſelf love; and they diſ- 


covered a pretext, at leaſt, for this unity of principle, 


in that cloſe union of intereſt, which is fo obſervable 
between the public and each individual. 


Bor 


0 


— 
* 
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Bur notwithſtanding this frequent confuſion of in- 
tereſts, tis eaſy to attain what natural philoſophers, 
after my lord Bacon, have affected to call the expe- 
rimentum crucis, or that experiment, which points 
out the right way in any doubt or ambiguity. We 
have found inſtances, in which private intereſt was 
ſeparated from public; in which it was even contrary : 
And yet we obſerved the moral ſentiment to continue, 
notwithſtanding this disjunction of intereſts. And 
wherever theſe diſtin intereſts ſenſibly concurred, 
we always found a ſenſible encreaſe of the ſentiment, 


and a more warm affection to virtue, and deteſtation 
of vice, or what we properly call, gratitude and re- 


venge. Compelled by theſe inſtances, we'muſt re- 
nounce the theory, which accounts for every moral 
fentiment by the principle of ſelf-love. We muſt 
adopt a more public affection, and allow, that the 
intereſts of ſociety are not, even on their own ac- 
count, entirely indifferent to us. Uſefulneſs is only 
a tendency to a certain end; and 'tis a contradiction 
in terms, that any ching pleaſes as means to an end, 
where the end itſelf no way affects us. If therefore 
uſeſulneſs be a ſource of moral ſentiment, and if this 
uſefulneſs be not always conſidered with a reference 


| toſelf; it follows, that every thing, which contributes 


to the happineſs of ſociety, recommends itſelf directly 
to our approbation and good-will. Here is a prin- 
ciple, which accounts, in great part, for the origin 
| 6 of 
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of morality: And what need we ſeek for abſtruſe 
and remote ſyſtems, when aa occurs one ſo obvious 
and natural „ - 


. Hays we any difficulty to comprehend the force ß 
humanity and benevolence ? Or to conceive, that the {| 
very aſpect of happineſs, joy, proſperity, gives plea- 
ſure ; that of pain, ſuffering, ſorrow, communicates 
uneaſineſs? The human countenance, ſays Ho- 
RACE , | borrows ſmiles or tears from the human 
countenance. Reduce a perſon to _— and he 


— our reſeardes fo far as to aſk, why 
we hd Fart humanity or a fellow-feeling with others. Tis ſuffi- 
dient, that this is experienced to be a principle in human na- 
ture, "We muſt top ſomewhere in our examination of cauſes 3 
and there are, in every ſcience, ſome general principles, beyond 
which we cannot hope to find any principle more general, No 
man is abſolutely indifferent to the happineſs and miſery of - 
ethers, The firſt has a natural tendency to give pleaſure ; the 
ſecond, pain. This every one may find in himſelf, It is not 
probable, that theſe principles can be reſolved into principles more 
fimple and univerſal, whatever attempts may have been made to 
that purpoſe, But if it were poſſible, it belongs not to the 

_ preſent ſubject z and we may here ſafely confider theſe principles 
e original 1 Happy, if we can render el 


ficiently plain and perſpicuous. 
+ Uti ridentibus arridenty ita flentibus adflent $ 
Human vultus. Hos. | R 


" # 
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loſes all enjoyment, except merely of the ſpeculative 
kind; and that becauſe the movements of his heart 
are not ſorwarded by correſpondent movements in his 
fellow creatures. The ſigns of ſorrow and mourning, 
tho? arbitrary, affect us with melancholy ; but the 
natural ſymptoms, tears and cries and groans, never 
fail to infuſe compaſſion and uneaſineſs. And if the 
effects of miſery touch us in ſo lively a manner; can 
we be ſuppoſed altogether inſenſible or indifferent to- 
wards its cauſes ; when a malicious or treacherous 
character and behaviour are preſented with us ? 


Wr enter, I ſhall ſuppoſe, into ꝗ—— warm, 
well-contrived apartment: We neceſſarily receive a 
pleaſure from its very ſurvey; becauſe it preſents us 
with the pleaſing ideas of eaſe, ſatisfaction, and en- 


joyment, The hoſpitable, good-humoured, humane 
landlord appears. This circumſtance ſurely muſt em- 


belliſh the whole; nor can we eaſily forbear reflect- 
ing, with pleaſure, on the ſatisfaction which reſults 


to every one from his intercourſe and good- oſſices. 


His whole family, by the freedom, eaſe, confi- 
dence, and calm enjoyment, diffuſed over their coun- 
tenances, - ſufficiently expreſs their happineſs. I have 
a pleaſing ſympathy in the proſpect of ſo much joy, 
and can never conſider the ſource of i it, without the 
moſt agreeable emotions. Win 


H 
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x tells me, We and-powerfal coljk 
bour had attempted to diſpoſieſs him of his inheri- 
tance, and had long diſturbed all his innocent and fo- 

cial pleaſures, I feel an immediate indignation ariſe 
| is m6'againibſach violence and injury. 


Bur 'tis no wonder, he adds, that a private wrong 
ſhould proceed from a man, who had enſlaved pro- 
vinces, depopulated cities, and. made the field and 
ſcaffold ſtream with human blood. I am ſtruck with 
horror at the proſpe& of ſo much miſery, and am 
actuated by the ſtrongeſt * againſt its author. 


I general, "tis certain, that wherever we go, 
whatever we reflect on or converſe about; every thing 
till preſents us with the view of human happineſs ar 
miſery, and excites in our breafts a ſympathetic-move- 
ment of pleaſure or uneaſineſs. In our ſerious occu- 
pations, in our careleſs A this 2 we fall 
„Ae its er . 


a MAN, 2 enters * thadtes, 1 is 1 
ſtruck with the view of ſo great a multitude, partici- 
pating of one common amuſement; and experiences 
from their very aſpect, a ſuperior ſenſibility or diſpo- 
ſition of being affected with every A which he 
ſhares with his fellow. creatures. ac 


05 0 ' | 
; He obſerves the actors to be animated * che ap- 
pearance of a full audience z and raiſed to a degree of 
** | enthuſiaſm, 


_—_ 


mities. 
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enthuſiaſm, which they cannot command in any ſoli- 
tary or calm moment. 


Every movement of the theatre, by a ſkilful poet, 
is communicated, as it were by magic, to the ſpecta- 
tors; who weep, tremble, reſent, rejoice, and are 
enflamed with all the variety of paſſions, which aQtuate 
the ſeveral perſonages of the drama, 


Wursk any event croſſes our wiſhes, and inter- 
rupts the happineſs of the favourite perſonages, we 
feel a ſenſible anxiety and concern, But where their 
ſufferings proceed from the treachery, cruelty or ty- 
ranny of an enemy, our breaſts are affected with the 
livelieſt reſentment againſt the author of theſe cala- 


Tis here eſteemed contrary to the rules of art to 
repreſent any thing cool and indifferent. A diſtant 
friend, or a confident, who has no immediate intereſt 
in the cataſtrophe, ought, if poſſible, to be ayoided 
by the poet; as communicating a like indifference to- 
the audience, and checking the progreſs of the paſ- 


flons. 


No ſpecies of poetry is more entertaining than po/- 
toral; and every one is ſenſible, that the chief ſource 
of its pleaſure ariſes from. thoſe images of a gentle and 
tender tranquillity, which it repreſents in its perſo- 


nages, 
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nages, and of which it communicates a like ſentiment 
to the reader. Sa NN AZZARIUs, who transferred the 
ſcene to the ſea-ſhore, tho? he preſented the moſt 
magnificent object in nature, is confeſſed to have 
erred in his choice. The idea of toil, labour, and 

danger, ſuffered by the fiſhermen, is painful; by an 
unavoidable ſympathy, which attends every concep- 
tion of human happineſs or miſe xp. 


_ . Wrex I was twenty, fays a FRENCH poet, Ovip 
was my choice : Now I am forty, I declare for Ho- 
Race. We enter, to be ſure, more readily into ſen- 
timents, which reſemble thoſe we feel every moment: 
But no paſſion, when well repreſented, can be en- 
tirely indifferent to us; becauſe there is none, of 
which every man has not within him, at leaſt, the 
ſeeds and firſt principles. "Tis the buſineſs of poetry 
"to approach every object by lively imagery and de- 
"0009s. and make it look like truth and reality: A 
certain proof, that wherever that reality is found, 
our Fee are enen to * ſaongly n by it. 


— — — — 
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*7 e recent event or - piece of news, by which he 
nnn of ſtates, provinces or many individuals are 
affected, is extremely intereſting even to thoſe whoſe 
Welfare is not immediately engaged. Such intelli- 

gence is propagated with celerity, heard with avidity, 
- and enquired into with attention and concern. The 
eee on this occaſion, to be, in 
ſome 
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ſome degree, the intereſt of each individual. The 
imagination is ſure to be affected; tho? the paſſions 
excited may not always be ſo ſtrong and ſteady as to 
have great influence on the conduct and behaviour. 


Tur peruſal of a hiſtory ſeems a calm entertain- 
ment ; but would be no entertainment at all, did not 
our hearts beat with correſpondent movements to thoſe 
deſcribed by the 8 


TaucyDpipes and GuicclarDin ſupport with 
difficulty our attention; while the former deſcribes 
the trivial rencounters of the ſmall cities of Greece, 


and the latter the harmleſs wars of Pisa. The few 


perſons intereſted, and the ſmall intereſt fill not the 
imagination, and engage not the affections. The 
deep diſtreſs of the numerous ATyzx1an army be- 
fore Sr x Ac us:; the danger, which ſo nearly threatens 
VENI SE]; theſe excite compaſſion; theſe move ter- 
ror and anxiety. 


Tus indifferent, unintereſting ſtile of Su roxius, 


equally with the maſterly pencil of Tacirus, may 
convince us of the cruel depravity of NERO or T1Bs- 


R1US: But what a difference of ſentiment! While 


dhe former coldly relates the facts; and the latter ſets 
before our eyes the venerable figures of a Soranus 


and a THRACEA, intrepid in their fate, and only 
moved by the melting ſorrows of their friends and 
kindred. 


— 
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kindred. What ſympathy then touches every human 
heart! What indignation againſt the tyrant, whoſe 
cauſeleſs fear or unprovoked malice, gave riſe to ſuch 
deteſtable barbarity ! | 


I Ip we bring theſe ſubjects nearer: If we remove 

all ſuſpicion of fiction and deceit : What powerful 
concern is excited, and how much ſuperior, in many 
inſtances, to the narrow attachments of ſelf-love and 
private intereſt ! Popular ſedition, party zeal, a de- 
voted obedience to factious leaders; theſe are ſome of 
the moſt viſible, tho' leſs laudable W 
W in human nature. 14 


Tas frivolouſneſ of the f adierd tos, we may; oh- 


| Freddy is not able to detach us entirely from what car- 
ries an image of human ſentiment and affection. 


Warn a Gb Autters, and pronounces with dif- 
ficulty, we even ſympathize with this trivial uneaſi- 
neſs, and ſuffer for him. And 'tis a rule in criticiſm, 
that every combination of ſyllables or letters, which 
gives pain to the organs of ſpeech in the recital, ap- 
pears alfo, from a ſpecies of ſympathy, barſh and diſ- 
agrecable to the ear. Nay, when we run over a book 
with our eye, we are ſenſible of ſuch unharmonious 
compoſition ; becauſe we ftill imagine, that a perſon 
recites it to us, and ſuffers from the pronunciation of 
theſe jarring ſounds. So delicate is our ſympathy ! 


. 
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EasY and unconſtrained poſtures and motions are 
always beautiful > An air of health and vigour is 
agreeable : Cloaths which warm, without burthening 
the body; which cover, without impriſoning the 
limbs, are well-faſhioned. In every judgment of 
beauty, the ſentiments and feelings of the perſons af- 
feed enter into confideration, and communicate to 
the ſpectator ſimilar touches of pain or pleaſure *. 
What wonder, then, if we can pronounce no judg- 
ment concerning the character and conduct of men 
without conſidering the tendencies of their aflions, 


and the happineſs or miſery, which thence ariſes to 


ſociety ? What aſſociation of idgay yould ever ope- 
rate, were that principle here totally inactive + ? 


* « Decentior equus cujus aſtricta ſunt ilia ; ſed idem velo- 
« cior, Pulcher aſpectu fit athleta, cujus lacertos exercitatio 
« expreflit z idem certamini paratior. Numquam enim ſpecies 
ab atilitate dividitur, Sed hoc quidem diſcernere modici _ 
« dicii eſt,”” QuvINTILIan Inſt. lib. 8. cap. 3. 


1 In proportion to the ſtation which a man poſſeſſes, accord - 
ing to the relations in which he is placed; we always expect 
from him a greater or leſs degree of good, and when diſappointed, | 
blame his inutility; and much more, do we blame him, if any 
il! or prejudice ariſes from his conduct and behaviour. When 
the intereſts of one country interfere with thoſe of another, we 
eſtimate the merits of a ſtateſman by the good or ill, which re- 
ſults to his own country from his meaſures and councils, with- 

out 
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Ir any man, from a cold inſenſibility, or narrow 


ſelfiſhneſs of temper, is unaffected with the images of 
human happineſs or miſery, he muſt be equally indif- 


ferent to the images of vice and virtue: As on the 
other hand, tis always found, that a warm concern 
for the intereſts of our ſpecies is attended with a de- 
licate feeling of all moral diſtinctions; a ſtrong re- 
ſentment of injury done to men; a lively approbation 
of their welfare. In this particular, tho great ſupe 
riority 1s obſervable of one man above another; yet 
none are ſo entirely indifferent to the intereſts of their 
fellow - creatures, as to perceive no diſtinctions of 
moral good and evil, in conſequence of the different 
tendencies of actions and principles. How, indeed, 
can we ſuppoſe it poflible of any one, who wears a 
human heart, that, if there be ſubjected to his cen- 
ſure, one character or ſyſtem of conduct, which is 


out regard to the prejudice which he brings on its enemies and 
rivals. His fellow-citizens are the objects, which lie neareſt 
the eye, while we determine his character. And as nature has 
implanted in every one a ſuperior affection to his own country, 
ve never expect any regard to diſtant nations, where the ſmalleſt 
competition ariſes, Not to mention, that while every man con- 
ſults the 'good of his own community, we are ſenſible, that the 
general intereſt of mankind is better promoted, than by any 
looſe indeterminate views to the good of a ſpecies, whence no 
beneficial action could ever reſult, for want of a duly limited 
object, on which they could exert themſelves. 

by | beneficial, 
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beneficial, and another, which is pernicious, to his 
ſpecies or community, he will not ſo much as give a 
cool preference to the former, or aſcribe to it the 
ſmalleſt merit or regard? Let us ſuppoſe ſuch a per- 
ſon ever ſo ſelfiſh ; let private intereſt have ingroſſed 
ever ſo much his attention ; yet in inſtances, where 
that is not concerned, he muſt unavoidably feel /ome 
propenſity to the good of mankind, and make it an 
object of choice, if every thing elſe be equal. Would 
any man, who is walking along tread as willingly on 
another's gouty toes, whom he has no quarrel with, 
as on the hard flint and pavement? There is here 
ſurely a difference in the caſe, We ſurely take into 
conſideration the happineſs and miſery of others, in 
weighing the ſeveral motives af action, and incline 
to the former, where no private regards draw us to 
ſeek our own promotion or advantage by the injury 
of our fellow-creatures. And if the principles of hu- 
manity are capable, in many inſtances, of influencing 
our actions, they muſt, at all times, have me autho- 
rity over our ſentiments, and give us a general appro- 
bation of what is uſeful to ſociety, and blame of what 
is dangerous or pernicious. The degrees of theſe 
ſentiments may be the ſubje& of controverſy ; but 
the reality of their exiſtence, one ſhould think, muſt 
be admitted, in every theory or ſyſtem. 


A CREATURE, abſolutely malicious and ſpiteful, 
were there any ſuch in nature, muſt be worſe than in- 


different 
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different to the images of vice and virtue. All hig 
ſentiments muſt be inverted, and directly oppoſite to 
thoſe, which prevail in the human ſpecies. What- 
ever contributes to the good of mankind, as it croſſes 
the conſtant bent of his wiſhes and deſires, muſt pro- 
duce uneaſineſs and diſapprobation ; and on the con- 
trary, whatever is the ſource of diſorder and miſery 
in ſociety, muſt, for the ſame reaſon, be regarded 
with pleaſure and complacency. Timon, who pro- 
bably from his affected ſpleen, more than any invete- 
rate malice, was denominated the man-hater, em- 
braced ALciB1apts, with great fondneſs. Go on, 
my boy cried he, acquire the confidente of the people © 
You evill one day, ¶ foreſee, be the cauſe of great cala- 
mities to them: Could we admit the two principles 
of the Manicnsans, 'tis an infallible conſequence, 
that their ſentiments of human actions, as well as of 
every thing elſe, muſt be totally oppoſite ; and that 
every inſtance of juſtice and humanity, from its ne- 
ceſſary tendency, muſt pleaſe the one deity and dif 
pleaſe the other. All mankind ſo far reſemble the ; 
good principle, that where intereſt or revenge or envy 
perverts not our diſpoſition, we are always inclined, 
from our natural philanthropy, to give the preference 
to the happineſs of ſociety, and conſequently to vir- 
tue, above its oppoſite. Abſolute, unprovoked, diſ- 


* PLUTARCA in vita Are. 
intereſted 
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intereſted malice has never, perhaps, place in any 
human breaſt; or- if it had, muſt there pervert all 
the ſentiments of morals, as well as the feelings of 
humanity. If the cruelty of Nero be allowed en- 
tirely voluntary, and not rather the effect of conſtant 
fear and reſentment ; *tis evident, that 'T1cer Linus, 
preferably to Sg EA or Bu RR HVUs, muſt have poſ- 
ſeſſed his ſteady and uniform approbation. 


A $TATESMAN Or. patriot, who ſerves our own 
country, in our own time, has always a more paſſionate 
regard paid him, than one whoſe beneficial. influence 
operated on diſtant ages or remote nations; where the 
good, reſulting from his generous humanity, being 
leſs connected with us, ſeems more obſcure, and af. 
fects us with a leſs lively ſympathy. We may own 
the merit to be equally great, tho” our ſen:iments are 
not raiſed to an equal height, in both caſes. The 
judgment here corrects the inequalities of our internal 
emotions and perceptions; in like manner, as It 
preſerves: us from error, in the ſeveral vanations of 
images, preſented to our external ſenſes. The ſame 
object, at a double diſtance, really throws on the eye 
a picture of but half the bulk; and yet we imagine 
that it appears of the ſame ſize in both ſituations ; be- 
cauſe we know, that, on our approach to it, its image 
would expand on the eye, and that the difference 
conſiſts not in the object itſelf, but in our poſition with 

p regard 
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regard to its And, indeed, without ſuch correction 
of appearances, both in internal and external ſenti- 
ment, men could never think or talk ſteadily, on any 
ſubject; while their fluctuating ſituations produce a 
continual variation on objects, and throw them into 
ſuch different and contrary lights and poſitions “. 


Tur more we converſe with mankind, and the 
greater ſocial intercourſe we maintain, the more ſhall 
we be familiarized to theſe general preferences and 
diſtinctions, without which our converſation and diſ- 


* For a like reaſon, the tendencies of actions and characters, 
not their real accidental conſequences, are alone regarded in our 
moral determinations or general judgments; tho' in our real 
feeling or ſentiment, we cannot help paying greater regard to 
one whoſe ſtation, joined to virtue, renders him really uſeful to 
ſociety, than to one, who exerts the ſocial virtues only in good 
intentions and benevolent affections. Separating the character 
from the fortune, by an eaſy and neceſſary effort of thought, we 
pronounce theſe perſons alike, and give them the ſame genera} 
praiſe, The judgment corrects or endeavours to correct the ap- 
pearance: But is not able entirely to prevail over ſentiment. 


Why is this peach- tree ſaid to be better than that other; but 
becauſe it produces more or better fruit? And would not the 
- ſame praiſe be given it, tho' ſnails or vermin had deſtroyed the 
fruit, before it came to full maturity? In morals too, is not 
the tree known by the fruit? And cannot we eaſily diſtinguiſh 
between'nature and accident, in the one caſe as well as in the 
other ? | IS | 

courſe 
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courſe could ſcarcely be rendered intelligible to each 
other. Every man's intereſt is peculiar to himſelf, 
and the averſions and deſires, which reſult from it, 
cannot be ſuppoſed to affect others in a like degree. 
General language, therefore, being formed for gene- 
ral uſe, muſt be moulded on ſome more general views, 
and muſt affix the epithets of praiſe or blame, in con- 
formity to ſentiments, which ariſe from the general 
intereſts of the community. And if theſe ſentiments, 
in moſt men, be not ſo ſtrong as thoſe, which have a 
reference to private good ; yet ſtill they muſt make 
ſome diſtinction, even in perſons the moſt depraved 
and ſelfiſh ; and muſt attach the notion of good to a 
beneficent conduct, and of evil to the contrary. Sym- 
pathy, we ſhall allow, is much fainter than our con- 
cern for ourſelves, and ſympathy with perſons, remote 
from us, much fainter than that with perſons, near 
and contiguous ; but for this very reaſon, *tis neceſ- 
ſary for us, in our calm judgments and diſcourſe con- 
cerning the characters of men, to neglect all theſe 
differences, and render our ſentiments more public and 
ſocial. Beſides, that we ourſelves often change our 
ſituation in this particular, we every day meet with 
perſons, who are in a different ſituation from us, and 
who could never converſe with us, were we to remain 
conſtantly in that poſition and point of view, which 
is peculiar to ourſelf. The intercourſe of ſentiments, 
therefore, in ſociety and converſation, makes us form 

Vor. IV, F ſome 
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ſome general unalterable ſtandard, by which we may 


approve or diſapprove of characters and manners. 
And tho? the heart takes not part entirely with thoſe 
general notions, nor regulates all its love and hatred» 
by the univerſal, abſtract differences of vice and vir- 
tue, without regard to felf or the perſons, with whom 
we are more immediately connected; yet have theſe 
moral differences a conſiderable influence, and being 
ſufficient, atleaſt, for diſcourſe, ſerve all our purpoſes 
in company, in the pulpit, « on the theatre, and in 
the ſchools**. -- 2 


| Tuus, in whatever liebe g 3 this ſubject, the 


merit aſcribed to the ſocial virtues, appears ſlill uni- 
form, and ariſes. chiefly from that regard, which the 
natural ſentiment of benevolence engages us to pay 
to the intereſts of mankind and ſociety. If we con- 
ſider the principles of the human make; ſuch as they 
appear to daily experience and obſervation ; we muſt, 


0 Tis wiſely ordained by nature, that private connexions 

ould commonly prevail over univerſal views and conſiderations ; 
otherwiſe our affections and actions would be d iſſipated and loſt, 
for want of a proper limited object. Thus a ſmall benefit done 
to ourſelves, or our near friends, excites more lively ſentiments 
of love and äpprobation than a great benefit done to a diſtant 
common-wealth :! But fill we know here, as in all the ſenſes, 
to correct theſe inequalities by reflection, and retain a genera} 
ſtandard of vice and virtue, founded chiefly on general uſefulne!s, 
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| @ priori, conclude it impoſſible for ſuch a creature as 


man to be totally indifferent to the well or ill- being of 
his fellow-creatures, and not readily, of himſelf, to 
pronounce, where nothing gives him any particular 
byaſs, that what promotes their happineſs 1s goods 
what tends to their miſery is evil, without any farther 
regard or conſideration. Here then are the faint ru- 
diments, at leaſt, or out-lines, of a general diſtinction 
between actions; and in proportion as the humanity 
of the perſon is ſuppoſed to encreaſe, his connexion 
with thoſe injured or benefited, and his lively concep- 
tion of their miſery or happineſs ; his conſequent cen- 
ſure or approbation acquires proportionable vigour. 
There is no neceſſity, that a generous action, barely 
mentioned in an old hiſtory, or remote gazette, ſhould 
communicate any ftrong feelings of applauſe and ad- 
miration. Virtue, placed at ſuch a diſtance, is like a 
fixed ſtar, which, tho”, to the eye of reaſon, it may 
appear as luminous as the ſun in his meridian, is ſo 
infinitely removed, as to affect the ſenſes, neither with 
light nor heat. Bring this virtue nearer, by our ac- 
quaintance or connexion with the perſons, or even by 
an eloquent recital of the caſe; our hearts are imme- 
dately caught, our ſympathy enlivened, and our cool 
approbation converted into the warmeſt ſentiments of 
friendſhip and regard, Theſe ſeem neceflary and in- 
fallible conſequences of the general principles of hu- 
man nature, as diſcovered in common life and prac- 


tice. 
F 2 


Ad AlN; 
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Acain ; reverſe theſe views and reaſonings: Con- 
fider the matter @ poftericri ; and weighing the conſe- 
quences, enquire, if the merit of all ſocial virtue is 
not derived from the feelings of humanity, with 
which it affects the ſpectators. It appears to be mat- 
ter of fact, that the circumſtance of 7i/ity, in all 
ſubjects, is a ſource of praiſe and approbation : That 
it is conſtantly appealed to in all moral deciſions con- 
cerning the merit and demerit of actions: That it is 
the /o/e ſource of that high regard paid to juſtice, 
fidelity, honour, allegiance and chaſlity: That it is 
inſeparable from all the other ſocial virtues, huma- 
nity, generoſity, charity, affability, lenity, mercy and 
moderation: And in a word, that it is the foundation 
of the chief part of morals, which has a reference to 
mankind and gur fellow-creatures, 


Ir appears alſo, in our general approbation of 
characters and manners, that the uſeful tendency of 
the ſocial virtues moves us not by any regards to ſelf- 
intereſt, but has an influence much more univerſal and 
extenſive. It appears, that a tendency to public 
good, and to the promoting of peace, harmony, and 
order in ſociety, does always, by affecting the bene- 
volent principles of our frame, engage us on the fide 
of the ſocial virtues. And it appears, as an additional 
confirmation, that theſe principles of humanity and 
ſympathy enter ſo deep into all our ſentiments, and 
have ſo powerful an influence, as may enable them 


to 
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to excite the ſtrongeſt cenſure and applauſe. The 
preſent theory is the ſimple reſult of all theſe infe- 
rences, each of which ſeems founded on uniform ex- 
perience and obſervation. 


Werk it doubtful, whether there was any ſuch 
principle in our nature as humanity or a concern for 
others, yet when we ſee, in numberleſs inſtances, that, 
whatever has a tendency to promote the intereſts of 
ſociety, is ſo highly approved of, we ought thence to 
learn the force of the benevolent principle; fince tis 
impoſlible for any thing to pleaſe as means to an end, 
where the end is totally indifferent. On the other 
hand, were it doubtful whether there was, implanted 
in our nature, any general principle of moral blame 
and approbation, yet when we ſee, in numberleſs in- 
ſtances, the influence of humanity, we ought thence 
to conclude, that *tis impoſſible, but that every thing» 
which promotes the intereſt of ſociety, muſt commu - 
nicate pleaſure, and what is pernicious give uneaſineſs. 
But when theſe different reflections and obſervations 
concur in eſtabliſhing the ſame concluſion, muſt they 
not beſtow an undiſputed evidence upon it ? 


Tis however hoped, that the progreſs of this ar- 
gument will bring a farther confirmation of the pre- 
ſent theory, by ſhowing the riſe of other ſentiments 
of eſteem and regard from the ſame or like principles. 
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SECTION VL 
Of QUaLiTiEs USEFUL to OURSELVES. 


PANT I. 


\FOTHING is more uſual, than for philoſo- 

phers to encroach upon the province of gram- 
marians; and to engage in diſputes of words, while 
they imagine, that they are handling controverſies of 
the deepeſt importance and concern. Thus, were we 
to ſeek an exact definition or deſcription of thoſe men- 
tal qualities, which are denominated w:/rtzes; we 
might be ſomewhat at a loſs, and might find our. 
ſelves at firſt involved in inextricable difficulties. Were 
we to ſay, for inſtance, that the eſteemable qualities 
alone, which are voluntary, are entitled to the ap- 
pellation of virtues; we ſhould ſoon recolle& the 
qualities of courage, equanimity, patience, ſelf-com- 
mand; with many others, which almoſt every lan- 
guage claſſes under the appellation of virtues, tho? 
they depend little or nothing on our choice, Should 
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we affirm, that the qualities alone, which prompt us 
to act our part in ſociety, are entitled to that honour- 
able diſtinction; it muſt immediately occur, that theſe 
are indeed the moſt valuable qualities, and are com- 
monly denominated the ci virtues ; but that this 
very epithet ſuppoſes, that there are alſo virtues of 


Should we lay hold of the diſ- 
tinct ion between intellectua]! and moral endowments, 
and affirm the laſt alone to be the real and genuine 
virtues, becauſe they alone lead to action; we ſhould 
find, that many of thoſe qualities, uſually called in- 


tellectual virtues, ſuch as prudence, penetration, diſ- 


cernment, diſcretion, had alſo a conſiderable influ- 
ence on conduct. The diſtinction between the heart 
and the head may alſo be adopted : The qualities of 
the firſt may be defined ſuch as in their immediate 
exertion are accompanied with a feeling or ſentiment; 
and theſe alone may be called the genuine virtues : 


But induſtry, frugality, temperance, ſecrecy, per- 


ſeverance, and many other laudable powers or habits, 
generally ſtyled virtues, are exerted without any im- 
mediate ſentiment in the perſon poſſeſſed of them; 
and are only known to him by their effects. It is 


2 Tt ſeems to me, that in our language there are always ſaid 
to be virtues of many different kinds; but when a man is ſaid 
to be virtuous or is denominated a man of virtue, we chiefly re- 
gard his ſocial qualities, which are indeed the moft valuable, 
They are called the virtnes by way of excellence, 
| fortunate, 
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fortunate, amidf all this ſeeming perplexity, that the 
queſtion, being merely verbal, cannot poſſibly be of 
any importance. A moral, philoſophical diſcourſe 
needs not enter into all theſe caprices of language, 
which are ſo variable in different dialects, and in dif- 
ferent ages of the ſame dialect. It may happen, that, 
in treating of ethics, we may ſometimes mention 
laudable qualities, which the ExGLUI1SsH tongue does 
not always rank under the appellation of virtue; but 
we do it only becauſe we are at a loſs how to draw the 
exact line between the one and the other; or at leaſt 
becauſe we conſider the queſtion as merely gramma- 
tical. And the more fully to juſtify our practice in 
this particular, we ſhall endeavour to make it appear, 
firſt, that in common life, the ſentiments of cenſure 
or approbation, produced by mental qualities of every 
kind, are nearly ſimilar ; and /econd!y, that all antient 
moraliſts, (the beſt models) in treating of them, make 
little or no difference among them, 


FIRST. It ſeems certain, that the /entiment of 
conſcious worth, the ſelf. ſatisfaction, proceeding from 
a review of a man's own conduct and character; it 
ſeems certain, I ſay, that this ſentiment, which tho? 
the moſt common of all others, has no proper name 
in our language *, ariſes from the endowments of cou- 

Fs rage 

* The term, pride, is commonly taken in a bad ſenſe; but 
Mis ſentiment ſcems indifferent, and may be either good or bad, 

| according 
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rage and capacity, induſtry and ingenuity, as well as 
from any other mental excellencies. Who, on the 
other hand, is not deeply mortified with reflecting on 
his own folly or diſſoluteneſs, and feels not a ſecret 
ſting or compunction, whenever his memory preſents 
any paſt occurrence, where he behaved with ſtupidity 
or ill- manners? No time can efface the cruel idea 
of a man's own ill-conduR, or of affronts, which 
cowardice or impudence has brought upon him, They 
ſtill haunt his ſolitary hours, damp his moſt aſpiring 
thoughts, and ſhow him, even to himſelf, in the moſt 
contemptible and moſt odious colours imaginable, 
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War is there too we are more anxious to conceal 
from others than ſuch blunders, infirmities, and mean- ; 
neſſes, or more dread to have expoſed by raillery and J 
ſatyre? And is not the chief object of vanity, our | 
bravery or learning, our wit or breeding, our elo- 
quence or addreſs, our taſte or ability? Theſe we 
diſplay with care, if not with oſtentation; and com- 
monly ſhow more ambition of excelling in them, 
than even in the ſocial virtues themſelves, which are, 
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according as it is well or ill founded, and according to the other 
circumſtances which accompany it. The FR ENA expreſs this 
ſentiment by the term, amour propre, but as they alſo expreſs 
{elf-love as well as vanity, by the ſame term, there ariſes thence 

2 great confuſion in RochETOV SAVE T, and many of their 

moral writers. . | 
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in reality, of ſuch ſuperior excellence. Good-nature 
and honeſty, eſpecially the latter, are ſo indiſpenſibly 
required, that, tho' the greateſt cenſure attends any 
violation of theſe duties, no eminent praiſe follows 
ſuch common inſtances of them, as ſeem eſſential to 
the ſupport of human ſociety. And hence the rea- 
ſon, in my opinion, why, tho' men often praiſe {0 
liberally the qualities of their heart, they are ſby of 
commending the endowments of their head : Becauſe 
the latter virtues being ſuppoſed more rare and extra- 
ordinary, are obſerved to be the more uſual objects ot 
pride and ſelf conceit; and when boaſted of, beget a 
ſtrong ſuſpicion of theſe ſentiments. | 


Ts hard to tell, whether you hurt a man's cha- 
rafter moſt by calling him a knave or a coward, and 
whether a beaſtly glutton or drunkard be not as odi- 
ous and contemptible, as a ſelfiſh, ungenerous miſer. 
Give me my choice ; and I would rather, for my own 


happineſs and ſclf-enjoyment, have a friendly, hu- 
mane heart than poſſeſs all the other virtues of Dx- 


MosTHENEs and PBILIr united: But I would rather 
paſs with the world for one endowed with extenſive 
genius and intrepid courage, and ſhould thence ex- 
peR ſtronger inſtances of general applauſe and admi- 
ration, The figure which a man makes in life, the 
reception which he meets with in company, the 
eſteem paid him by his acquaintance; all theſe advan- 
tages depend as much upon his good ſenſe and judg- 

l i 
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ment, as upon any other part of his character. Had 
a man the beſt intentions in the worid, and were the 
fartheſt removed from all injuſtice and violence, he 
would never be able to make himſelf be much re- 
garded, without a moderate ſhare, at leaſt, of parts 
and underſtanding. 


War is it then we can here diſpute about? If 


ſenſe and courage, temperance and induſtry, wiſdom 


and knowledge confeſſedly form a conſiderable part 
of perſonal merit: If a man poſſeſſed of theſe quali- 


ties is both better ſatisfied with himſelf, and better 
entitled to the good- will, eſteem, and ſervices of others, 
than one entirely devoid of them; if, in ſhort, the 
ſentiments be ſimilar, which ariſe from theſe endow- 
ments and from the ſocial virtues ; is there any reaſon 
for being ſo extremely ſcrupulous about a aber, or 
diſputing whether they are entitled to the denomina- 
tion of virtue? It may, indeed, be pretended, that 


* the ſentiment of approbation, which thoſe accom- 


pliſhments produce, beſides its being inferior, is alſo 
ſomewhat diferent from that, which attends the vir- 
tues of juſtice and humanity. But this ſeems not a 
ſufficient reaſon for ranking them entirely under dif- 


. ferent claſſes and appellations. The character of 


CRSAA and that of Caro, as drawn by SaLLusT, 
are both of them virtuous, in the ſtricteſt and moſt 
limited ſenſe of the word; but in a different way : 


Nor are the ſentiments entirely the ſame, which ariſe 


8 from 


&y 
0 
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from them. The one produces love; the other, 
eſteem: The one is amiable; the other awful: We 
could wiſh to meet the one character in a friend; of 
the other we ſhould be ambitious in ourſelves. In 
like manner the approbation, which attends tempe- 
rance or induſtry or frugality, may be ſomewhat dif- 
ferent from that which is paid to the ſocial virtues, 
without making them entirely of a different ſpecies, 


And indeed, we may obſerve, that theſe endowments, 
no more than the other virtues, produce not, all of 


them; the ſame kind of approbation. Good ſenſe 
and genius beget eſteem and regard: Wit and hu- 
mour excite love and affection “. 


Mos r 


* Love and eſteem are nearly the ſame paſſion, and ariſe 
from ſimilar cauſes. The qualities, which produce both, are 
ſuch as communicate pleaſure, But where this pleaſure is ſe- 
vere and ſerious; or where its object is great and makes a ſtrong 
impreſſion, or where it produces any degree of humility and 
awe: In all theſe caſes, the paſſion, which ariſes from the 
pleaſure, is more properly denominated eſteem than love, Be- 
nevolence attends both: But is connected with love in a more 
eminent degree, There ſeems to be ſtill a ſtronger mixture of 
pride in contempt than of humility in efteem ; and the reaſon 
would not be difficult to one, who ſtudied accurately the paſ- 
ſions. All theſe various mixtures and compoſitions and appear 
ances of ſentiment form a very curious ſubjeQ of ſpeculation, 
but are wide of our preſent purpoſe, Thro'out this enquiry, 


we always conſider in general, what qualities are a ſubject of 


praiſe 


3210 +. SECTION VI. 


oer people; I believe, will naturally, without 
premeditation, aſſent to the definition of the _ 
and judicious poet. 


”— ___ Virtue (for mere good-nature i is a fool) | 
Is ſenſe and ſpirit, with humanity *. ; 


WHAT pretenſions has a man to our generous aſ. 
ſiſtance or good-offices, who has diſſipated his wealth Þ 
in profuſe expences, idle vanities, chimerical projects, 
diſſolute pleaſures, or extravagant gaming? Theſe 
vices (for we ſcruple not to call them ſuch) bring mi- 
ſery unpitied, and contempt on every one addicted to 


them. 


— 


Acnæus, a wiſe and prudent prince, fell into a 
fatal ſnare, which coſt him his crown and life, after 
having uſed every reaſonable precaution to guard him- 
| fel againſt it. On that Account, ſays the hiſtorian, 


i val. or ot cenſure, without entering into all the minute diffe- 
_ xences of ſentiment, which they excite, Tis evident, that 
whatever is contemned, is alſo diſliked, as well as what is 
hated; and we here endeavour to take objects, according to 
their moſt ſimple views and appearances. Theſe ſciences are 
but too apt to appear abſtract to common readers, even with all 
- the-precautions which we can take to clear them from ſuperflu- 
ous ſpeculations, and bring them down to every capacity. 
„ The Art of preſerving health, Book 4, 
Py 3 ; hy he 
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he is a juſt object of regard and compaſſion ; His be- 
trayers alone of hatred and contempt +. 


Tus precipitate flight and improvident negligence 
of Pon EY, at the beginning of the civil wars, ap- 
peared ſuch notorious blunders to Cicero, as quite 
palled his friendſhip towards that great man, Jn the 
ſame manner, ſays he, as want of cleanlineſs, decency, 
or diſcretion in a miſireſs, are found to alienate our af- 
actions. For ſo he expreſſes himſelf, where he talks, 
not in the character of a philoſopher, but in that of 
a ſtateſman and man of the world, to his friend Ar- 
Ticus®, 


WAS; * 8 es . 1 2 TY 1 a 
* 2 * 2 EY - 2 

Lad . a N a 0 * * G eb 8 8 
— RIA 7, . 42 2 . 2 * \ 2 > 


3 Bur ſecondly, the ſame Cicero, in imitation of all 
de antient moraliſis, when he reaſons as a philoſo- 

"IX pher, enlarges very much his ideas of virtue, and 

þ comprehends every laudable quality or endowment of 
mae mind, under that honourable appellation. - The 

3 prudence, explained in his offices T, is that ſagacity, q 
þ which leads to the diſcovery of truth, and preſerves 

vs from error and miſtake. Magnanimity, temperance, 
decency, are there alſo at large diſcourſed of, And as 


that eloquent moraliſt followed the common received 


+ Por vis, lib. 8. cap. 2, 
Lib. 9. epiſt. 10. 
J Lib, x, cap. 6. 


di viſion 
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Aion of the four cardinal virtues, our ſocial duties 


form but one head, in the general diſtribution of his 
Chia. eee | 


| We need only peruſe the titles of chapters in Ax i- 


STOTLE's Ethics to be convinced, that he ranks cou- 
rage, temperance, magnificence, magnanimity, mo- 
defty, prudence, and a manly freedom, among the 
virtues, as well as juſtice and friendſhip, 


To ſuſtain and to attain, that is, to be patient and 
continent, appeared to ſome of the antients, a ſums 
mary comprehenſion of all morals, 


- EpiergTvs has ſcarce ever mentioned the ſenti- 
ment of humanity and compaſſion, but in order to 
put his diſciples on their guard againſt it. The vir- 
tue of the Stoics ſeems to conſiſt chiefly in a firm tem- 
per and a ſound underſtanding. With them, as with 
SoLo0MoN and the eaſtern moraliſts, folly and wiſdom 
are equivalent to vice and virtue. 


Max will praiſe thee, ſays Da vip“, when thou 
doſt well unto thyſelf. I hate a wiſe man, ſays the 
Gree poet, who is not wiſe to himſelf +. 


— 


® Pſalm 49th. 
+ Me oopuony os 9 al oopog, EVRIPIDES, | 
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 PruTARCH is no more cramped by ſyſtems: in his 
philoſophy than in his hiſtory, Where he compares 
the great men of GREECE and Rows, he fairly ſets 
in oppoſition all their blemiſhes and accompliſhments 
of whatever kind, and omits nothing conſiderable, 
which can either depreſs or exalt their characters. 
His moral diſcourſes contain the ſame free and natural 


cenſure of men and manners. 


Tus. character of 5 as * by * 8 
is eſteemed partial, but allows him many * — 
virtues. Never was there a genius, ſays the hiſtorian, 
more equally fitted for thoſe oppoſite offices of com- 
mand and obedience; and it were, therefore, difficult 
to determine whether he rendered himſelf dearer to the 
general or to the army, To none, would HaspRUBAL 
entruſt more willmgly the conduct of any dangerous 
enterprize; under none, did the ſoldiers diſcover more 
courage and confidence. Great boldneſs in facing 
danger; great prudence in the midſt of it. No la- 
bour could fatigue his body or ſubdue his mind. Cold 
and heat were indifferent to him: Meat and drink he 
ſought as ſupplies to the neceſſities of nature, not as 
gratifications of his voluptuous appetites : Waking or 
reſt he uſed indiſcriminately, by night or by day. 
Theſe great VIRTUES were ballanced by great 
VICES: Inhuman cruelty; perfidy more than punic; 


5 Lib. 21. cap. 4+ 
no 


— 
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no truth, no faith, no no regard er promiſes or | 
ils: | n e ee April 


Tas ner of AlzxanpEA the fixth, to he N 
found in Guiccia x Dix ®, is pretty ſimilar, but juſt- 
er; and is a proof, that even the moderns, where 


they ſpeak naturally, hold the ſame language with 1 
the antients. In this pope, ſays he, there was a 
ſingular capacity and judgment: Admirable pru- 
dence; a wonderful talent of perſuaſion; and in all 4 
momentous enterprizes, a diligence and dexterity in- 1 
credible. But theſe virtues were infinitely overbal- 
lanced by his wice: ; ; no faith, no religion, inſatiable 3 
avarice, exorbitant ambition, and a more than * ; 1 
barous cruelty. i 1 


po LYBIus 1, reprehending Ti uu for his par- 

| bey againſt AcATHOCI Es, whom he himſelf al- 2 
In to be the moſt cruel and impious of all tyrants, | 
ſays : If he took refuge in Syrx acuse, as aſſerted by | 
that hiſtorian, flying the dirt and ſmoke and toil of his 
former profeſſion of a potter; and if, proceeding from 
ſuch ſlender beginnings, he became maſter, in a little 
time, of all S1ciLY ; brought the CanTracinian 2 
Rate into the utmoſt danger; and at laſt died in an 
old age, and in poſſeſſion of kingly dignity : Muſt # 
ke not be allowed ſomething prodigious: and extraor- 


* Libr U 13. - | 
dinary, 
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dinary, and to have poſſeſſed great talents and capacity 
for buſineſs and action? His hiftorian, therefore, 
ought” not to have alone related what tended to his 
reproach and infamy ; but alſo what might redound 
to his PRAISE and HONOUR. 


In general, we may obſerve, tat the diſtinction 
of voluntary or involuntary was little regarded by the 
antients in their moral reaſonings; where they fre- 
quently treated the queſtion as very doubtful, whether 
virtue could be taught or not ® ? They juſtly conſidered, 
that cowardice, meanneſs, levity, anxiety, impa- 
tience, folly, and many other qualities of the mind, 
might appear ridiculous and deformed, contemptible 
and odious, though independant of the will. Nor 
could it be ſuppoſed, at all times, in every man's 
power to attain every kind of mental, more than of 
exterior beauty. | 


Bur modern philoſophers, treating all morals, as 
on a like footing with civil laws, guarded by the 
ſanctions of reward and puniſhmegt, were neceſſarily 
led to render this circumſtance, of voluntary or in- 
voluntary, the foundation of their whole theory. 
Every one may employ terms in what ſenſe he pleaſes: 


Vid. PLaTo in Mzxoxx, SzNzCA de otio ſap, cap. 31. 
So alſo Hoxacz, Virtutem doctrina paret, naturane donet, 
Epiſt. lib. I, ep. 18, /E$SCcxlINzs SockATICUs, Dial. 1, 


But 


| | 2 
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But this, in the mean time, muſt be allowed, that 
ſentiments are every day experienced of blame and 
praiſe, which have objects beyond the dominion of the 
will or choice, and of which it behoves us, if not as 
moraliſts, as ſpeculative philoſophers at leaſt, to give 
ſome ſatisfactory theory and explication. 


A _BLEMISH, A fault, a vice, a crime; theſe ex- 
preſſions ſeem to denote different degrees of cenſure 
and diſapprobation ; which are, however, all of 
them, at the bottom, pretty nearly of the ſame kind 
or ſpecies. The explication of one will lead us eaſily 
into a juſt conception of the others; and it is of greater 
conſequence to attend to things than to verbal deno- 
minations, 'That we owe a duty, to ourſelves is con- 
feſſed even in the moſt vulgar ſyſtem of morals ; and 
it muſt be of conſequence to exatnine that duty in 
order to ſte, whether it bears any analogy to that 
which we owe to ſociety. It is probable, that the ap- 
probation, attending the obſervance of both, is of a 
fmilar nature, and ariſes fram ſimilar principles; 
whatever appellation we may give to either of theſe 
Excellencies, 


AAT H. 

Ir ſeems evident, that where a quality or habit is 
ſubjected to our examination, if it appear, in any re- 
ſpe, prejudicial to the perſon, poſſeſſed of it, cr 


ſuch as incapacitates him for buſineſs and action, it is 
inſtantly 
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inſtantly blamed, and ranked among his faults and 
imperfections. Indolence, negligence, want of or- 
der and method, obſtinacy, fickleneſs, raſnneſs, cre- 
dulity; theſe qualities were never eſteemed by any 
one indifferent to a character; much leſs, extolled as 
accompliſhments or virtues. The prejudice, reſulting 
from them, immediately ftrikes our eye, and gives 
us the ſentiment of pain and diſapprobation. 


No quality, tis allowed, is abſolutely either blame- 
able or praiſe-worthy. Tis all according to its de- 
gree. A due medium, ſay the PERIPATETICS, is 
the charecteriſtic of virtue. But this medium is chiefly |. 
determined by utility. A proper celerity, for in- 
ſtance, and diſpatch in buſineſs, is commendable. 
When defective, no progreſs is ever made in the exe- 
cution of any purpoſe : When exceſlive, it engages 
us in precipitate, and ill- concerted meaſures and en- 
terprizes : By ſuch reaſonings as theſe we fix the pro- 
per and commendable mediocrity in all moral and 
prudential diſquiſitions ; and never loſe view of the 
advantages, which reſult from any character or 
habit. X 


Now as theſe advantages are enjoyed by the per- 
ſon, poſſeſſed of the character, it can never be /e/f- 
love, which renders the proſpect of them agreeable to 


us, the ſpectators, and prompts our eſteem and ap- 
| probation, 
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probation. No force of imagination can convert us 
into another perſon, and make us fancy, that we, 
being that perſon, reap beneſit from thoſe valuable 
qualities, which belong to him. Or if it did, no ce- 
lerity of imagination could immediately tranſport us 
back, into ourſelves, and make us love and eſteem 
the perſon, as different from us. Views and ſenti- 
ments, ſo oppoſite to known truth, and to each other, 
could never have place, at the ſame time, in the 
ſame perſon. All ſuſpicion, therefore, of ſelfiſh re- 
gards, is here totally excluded. Tis a quite different 
principle, which actuates our boſom, and intereſts us 
in the felicity of the perſon whom we contemplate. 
Where his natural talents and acquired abilities give 
us the proſpect of elevation, advancement, a figure 
in life, proſperous ſucceſs, a ſteady command. over 
fortune, and the execution of great or advantageous 
undertakings; we are ſtruck with ſuch agreeable 
images, and feel a complacency and regard imme- 
diately ariſe towards him. The ideas of happineſs, 
joy, triumph, proſperity, are connected with every 
circumſtance of his character, and diffuſe over our 
minds a pleaſing ſentiment of ſympathy and hu- 
manity *. : . 

| Ler 


* One may venture to affirm, that there is no human crea. 
ture, to whom the appearance of happineſs, (where envy or 
revenge has no place) does not give pleaſure, that of miſery, 
uneaſineſs. 
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Vr us ſuppoſe a perſon originally ſo framed as to 


have no manner of concern for his fellow-creatures, 
but to regard the happineſs and miſery of all ſenſible 
beings with greater indifference than even two con- 
tiguous ſhades of the ſame colour. Let us ſuppoſe, if 
the proſperity of nations were laid on the one hand, 
and their ruin on the other, and he were deſired to 
chooſe; that he would ſtand, like the ſchoolman's 
aſs, irreſolute and undetermined, between equal 
motives; or rather, like the ſame aſs between two 
pieces of wood or marble, without any inclination or 
propenſity to either fide. The conſequence, I be- 
lieve, muſt be allowed juſt, that ſuch a perſon, being 
abſolutely unconcerned, either in the public good of 


a community or the private utility of others, would 


uneaſineſs, This ſeems inſeparable from our make and conſtitu- 
tion. But they are only the more generous minds, that are 
thence prompted to ſeek zealouſly the good of others, and to 
have a real paſſion for their welfare, With men of narrow and 
ungenerous ſpirits, this ſympathy goes not beyond a ſlight feel- 
ing of the imagination, which ſerves only to excite ſentiments 
of complacency or cenſure, and makes them apply to the object 
either honourable or diſhonourable appellations. A griping 
miſer, for inſtance, praiſes extremely induſtry and frugality even 
in others, and ſets them, in his eſtimation, above all the other 
yirtues. He knows the good, that reſults from them, and feels 
that ſpecies of happineſs with a more lively ſympathy, than any 
other you could repreſent to him ; though perhaps he would not 


part with a ſhilling to make the fortune of the induſtrious man, 
whom he praiſes ſo highly, 
Wd ON look 
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laok on every quality, however pernicious, or how. 
ever, beneficial, to ſociety, or to its poſſeſſor, with 
the ſame indifference as on the moſt common and un- 


intereſting object. 


Bur if, inſtead of this fancied monſter, we ſuppoſe 


a nan to form a judgment or determination in the 
' caſe, there is to him a plain foundation of preference, 


where every thing ele is equal; and however cool his 
choice may be, if his heart be ſelfiſh, or if the perſons 
intereſted be remote from him ; there muſt {till be a 
choice, or diſtinction between what is uſeful, and 


What is pernicious. Now this diſtinction is the ſame 


in all its parts, with the nora! diſtinction, whoſe foun- 
dation has been ſo often, and ſo much in vain, en- 
quired after. The : ſame endowments of the mind, 
in every circumſtance, are agreeable to the ſentiment 
of morals and to that of humanity ; the ſame temper is 
ſuſceptible of high degrees of the one ſentiment and 
of the other; and the ſame alteration in the objects, 

by their nearer approach or by connexions, enlivens 
the one and the other, By all the rules of philoſophy, 
therefore, we muſt conclude, that theſe ſentiments 
are originally the ſame ; ſince, in each particular, even 
the moſt minute, they are governed by the fame laws, 
and are moved by the ſame objects. 


Wu r do philoſophers infer, with the greateſt cer- 


tainty, that the moon is kept i in its orbit by the ſame 
force 
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force of gravity, which make bodies fall near tha 
ſurface of the earth, but becauſe theſe effects are, 
upon computation, found ſimilar and equal ? And 
muſt not this argument bring as ſtrong conviction, in 
moral as in natural diſquiſitions ? 


To prove, by any long detail, that all the quali- 
ties, uſeful to the poſſeſſor, are approved, and the 
contrary cenſured, would be ſuperſluous. The leaſt 


reflection. on what is every day experienced in life, 
will be ſufficient., We ſhall only mention a few i in- 


ſtances, in order to remove, if poflible, all doubt and 
heſitation, 


Tas, quality the moſt neceſſary for the execution 
of any uſeful enterprize, is DISCRETION, by 
which we carry on. a ſafe intercourſe. with others, 

give due attention to our own and to their character, 
weigh each circumſtance _of the-buſineſs which we 
undertake,. and employ the fareſt and fafeſt'means for 
the attainment of any end or purpoſe. To a Con- 
WEL, perhaps, or a DE ReTz, diſcretion may appear 
an alderman-like virtue, as Dr. SwierT calls it; and 
being incompatible with thoſe vaſt deſigns, to which 
their courage and ambition prompted them, it might 
really, in them, be a fault or imperfection. But in 
the conduct of ordinary liſe, no virtue is more requi- 
ſite, not only to obtain ſuccefs, but to avoid the moſt 


fatal miſcarriages and W Lb The greateſt 
Vor. IV. parts 


* 
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parts without it, as obſerved by an elegant writer, 
may be fatal to their owner; às Pol LES de- 


prived of his eye was only the more expoſed; on * 
count of his enormous mean and 5 at 


Tx beſt * indeed, were it not ak too 
perfect for human nature, is that which gives nothing 


to temper of any kind; but alternately employs en- 


terpriſe and ( caution, as each is 15 ful to the particu- 


Jar purpoſe intended. Such is the excellence which 
St. EvaEMOND aſcribes to mareſchal TVR EYE, 
who diſplayed every campaign, as he grew older, 
more temerity in his military enterpriſes; and being 


now, from long experience, perfectly acquainted with 


every incident in war, he advanced wich greater 


firmneſs and ſecurity, in a road fo well known to him. 
Fantus, fays Macniaver, was cautious; Serp10 

enterpriſing : And both ſucceeded, becaufe the ſitua- 
tion of the Roman affairs, > rh the command of 


esch; was peculiarly adapted to his genius; But both 
would have failed, and theſe ſituations been inverted: 


He is happy, whoſe circumſtances ſuit his temper ; 
but he is more excellent, who can ſuit kis temper 
to 7 circumſtances. n | 


7 
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DUS T RV, and to extol its advantages, in the 


Waden of power and riches, or in raiſing what we 
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call 'a' ' fortune i in the world ? The tortoiſe, according 
to the. fable, by his afſiduity, gained the race of the” 


| hare, though poſſeſſed of much ſuperior ſwiftneſs. A. 


man's time, when well huſbanded, is like a cultivated 
ßeld, of which a few acres produce more of what is 
uſeful to life, than extenſive provinces, even of the 


richeſt ſoil, when over-run with weeds and O05 Bk 


Bur all proſpe& of ſucceſs in life, or even of toler- 
able ſubſiſtence, muſt fail, where a reaſonable F R U- 
GALITY is wanting. The heap, inſtead of in- 
creaſing, diminiſhes daily, and leaves its poſſeſſor ſo 
much more unhappy, that not having been able to 
conſine his expences to a large revenue, he will tity 
les be able to live contentedly on a ſmall one. Thie 
ſouls of men, according to PLA ro“, inflamed with” 
impure appetites, . and loſing the body; which" alone 
afforded means of ſatisfaction, hover about the earth, * 
and haunt the places, where their bodies are depoſited ; 
poſſeſt with a longing defire to recover the loſt or- 
gans of ſenſalion. So may we ſee worthleſs Pop 
gals, having conſumed their fortunes in wild de- 
bauches, thruſting themſelves into every plentiful 


table, and every party of pleaſure, hated even by che 


vicious, and * even by fools. | age 


Pur one | extreme. of frugdlity i is avarice, which,” . 
24 It 1 K rn a man of all 3 riches, e 
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checks hoſpitality and every ſocial enjoyment, is 
juſtly cenſured on a double account. Prodigelity, the 
other extreme, is commonly more hurtful to a man 
himſelf; and each of theſe. extremes is blamed above 
the other, according to the temper of the perſon who 
cenſures, and according to his greater or leſs ſenſibility 
to pleaſure, either ſocial or ſenſual, 


QyaziTiEs often derive their merit from compli- 
cated. ſources, Honefly, fidelity, truth, are praiſed for 
their immediate. tendency to promote the intereſts of 
ſagiety ; but they are alſo confidered as advantageous 
to. the, perſon himſelf, and as. the ſouree of that truſt 
and.confidence, which-can. alone give a man any con- 
Kderation in life, One becomes contemptible, as 
well as odious, when he forgets the duty which in 
this particular he owes. to himſelf as well as to 


Paxuars, this conſideration is the chigf ſource of 
the high blame, which is thrown on any inſtante of 
fallure among women in point of chaftiry, The 
greateſt conſideration, which can be acquired by that | 
ſenſe, is derived from their fidelity ; and a woman is 
cheap and vulgar, loſes her, rank, and is expoſed 


to every inſult, who is deficient in this particular, 


The ſwalleſt failure is here ſufficient to dlaſt her cha- 
racter! A female has ſo many opportunities of ſecretly 


indulging theſe appetites, that. nothing can give us 


ſecurity 


ö 
| 
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ſecurity but her abſolute modeſty and reſerve ; and 
where a breach is once made, it can ſcarcely ever be 
fully repaired. If a man behaves with cowardice on 
one occaſion, a contrary conduct re- inſtates him in his 
character. But by what action can a woman, whoſe 
dehaviour has onee been diſſolute, be able to aſſure 
us, that ſhe has formed better reſolutions, and has 
ſelf-command enough to carry them into practice? 
ALL men, tis allowed, are equally defirous of 
happineſs ; but few are ſacceſsful in the purſuit : One 
chief cauſe is the want f STRENGTHofMIND, 
which might enable them to reſiſt the temptation of 
preſent eaſe or pleaſure, and carry them forward in 


the ſearch of more diftant profit and enjoyment. Our 


affections, on a general proſpect of their objects, form 


certain rules of conduct, and certain meafures of pre- 


ference of one above another: And thefe decifions, 
though really the reſult of our calm paſſions, and 
propenſities, (for what elſe can pronounce any objeR 
eligible or the contrary ?) are yet faid, by a natura] 
abuſe of terms, to be the determinations of pure ca- 
fon and reflection. But when ſome of theſe obje&s 
approach nearer us, or acquire the advantages of 
favourable lights and poſitions, which eateh the heart 
or imagination ; our general reſolutions are frequently 
confounded, a fmall enjoyment preferzed, and laſting 
ſhame and ſorrow entailed upon us. And however 

G 3 poets 
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poets may employ their wit and eloquence, inicele- 
brating + preſent - pleaſure, and rejecting all diſtant 
views to fame, health, or fortune; tis obvious, that 
this practice is the ſource of all diſſoluteneſs and diſor- 
der, repentance and miſery. A man of a ſtrong and 
determined temper adheres tenaciouſly to his general 
reſolutions, and is neither ſeduced by the allurements 
of pleaſure, noriterrified by the menaces of pain; but 
keeps till in view thoſe diſtant purſuits, by which he, 
at once, enſures his happineſs and his honour. '' 


\ SELF-SATISFACTION, at leaſt in ſome degree, is an 
advantage, which equally attends the F OO Land the 
WISE. MAN: But'tis the only one; nor is there 
any other. circumſtance in the conduct of liſe, where 
they are upon an equal footing. Buſineſs, books, 


converſation ;, for all of theſe, a fool is totally incapa · 


cizated, and except condemned by his ſtation. to the 


coarſeſt drudgery, remains a »/elz/s burthen upon the 


earth, Accordingly, tis found, that men are in. 
finitely jealous of their character in this particular; ; 
and many inſtances are ſeen of profligacy and treache- 
ry,- the moſt avow ed, and unreſerved; none of, bear- 


ing patiently the imputation of ignorance and ſtupidi- 
ty. DicaAxchus, ae HL futut 


who, as PoLYB1vs tells us “, openly erected one 


altar 0 impiety, and Nit to Wee in . to 


| * Lib. 7. cap 35. 
154 | bid 


# 
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bid defiance to mankind; even he, I am well aſſured, 


would have ſtarted at the epithet of u, and have 
meditated revenge for ſo injurious an appellation. 


Except the affection of parents, the ſtrongeſt and 


moſt indiſſoluble bond in nature, no connexion has 
ſtrength ſufficient to ſupport the diſguſt ariſing from 


this character. Love itſelf, which can ſubſiſt under 
treachery, ingratitude, malice, and infidelity, i is im- 
mediately extinguiſhed by it, when perceiyed and ac- 
knowleged. ; nor are deformity and old-age more 


fatal to the dominion of that paſſion. So dreadful ; 


are the ideas of an utter incapacity for any purpoſe or 
uudertaking, and 4 continued error and miſconduct 


in life! 1354 
EEE aſked, whether a quick or a flow appre- 1 


henſion be moſt valuable? Whether one, that, at firſt 
view, penetrates far into a ſubject, but can perform 


nothing upon ſtudy ; or a contrary character, which 
muſt: work out every thing by dint of application? 


Whether-a clear head or a-copious invention ? Whe- 


ther a profound genius or a ſure judgment? In ſhort, 
what character, or peculiar turn of underſtanding is 


more excellent than another ? *Tis evident, that we 
can anſwer none of theſe queſtions, without conſider- 
ing which of thoſe qualities capacitates a man belt 
for the world, and carries him fartheſt in any under- 
taking. | 85 
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Ir refined ſenſe and exalted ſenſe be not ſo »/e/ul 
as common ſenſe, their rarity, their novelty, and the 
nobleneſs of their objects make ſome compenſation, 

and render them the admiration of mankind : As 

From. its ſcarcity, a value, which is much ſuperior. 


Tus defects of judgment can be ſupplied by no 
art or invention; but thoſe of MEMORY frequently 
may, both in buſineſs and in ſtudy, by method and 
induſtry, and by difligence in committing every thing 
to writing; and we ſcarce ever hear a ſhort memory 

given as a [reaſon for a man's want of ſucceſs in any 
undertaking. But in antient times, when no min 
could make a figure without the talent of ſpeaking, 
| and when the audience were too delicate to bear ſuch 
erude, undigefted harangues as our extemporary ora- 
tors offer to pablic aſſemblies ; the faculty of memory 
was then of the utmoſt conſequence, and was accord- 
- ingly much more valued than at preſent. Scarce any 
great genius is mentioned in an:iquity, who » not 
celobra:ed for this talent; and Cr1cixo enumerates it 
among the other ſublime qualatigs of CASA him- 
ſell “. 


PAzTICULAR cuſtoms and manners alter the uſe- 
fulneſs of qualities: They alſo alter their merit. 


® Fvit in illo ingenium, ratio, memoria, liter, cura, cogi- 


tatio, diligentia, &. PII Ir. 2. a 
0 | Particular 


Of Qvarrtees Usrevi 'to'OungxLyns. rag/ 
oree, the ſame influence, He will always be more 
eſteemed, who poſſeſſes thoſe talents and accompliſh- 
ments, which fuit his ſtation, and profeſfion, 'than he 
whom fortune has miſplaced in the part which ſhe bas 
aflgned him. The private or ſelñſm virtues are, in this 
reſpect, more arbitrary than the public and ſocial. 
In other reſpects, they are, perhaps, leſs liable to 

d dubt and controverfy. 


Ix this kingdom, ſuch continued oſtentation, of 
late years, has appeared among men in afive life, 
with regard to public ſpirit, and among thoſe in ecu- 
lative with regard to benevolence; and fo many falſe 
pretenſions to each have been, no doubt, detefted, 
that men of the world are apt, without any bad inten- 
tion, to diſcover a fulen incredulity on the head of 
theſe moral endowments, and even ſometimes abſo- 
lutely to deny their exiſtence and reality. In like 
manner, I find, that, of old, the perpetual cant of 
the Szoics and Cynics concerning virtue, their magni- 
ficent profeſſions and ſlender performances, bred a 
diſguſt in mankind ; and Luerax, who, though li- 
centious with regard to pteaſure, is yet, in other re. 
ſpefts, a very moral writer, cannot, ſometimes, talk 
of virtue, ſo much boaſted, without benin ſymp- 
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toms 1696 Hh and irony ?. But ſurely, this peeviſſi 
| delicacy, Whence-ever.it ariſes, can never. be carried 
ſo far as to. make us deny the exiſtence of every ſpecies 


of virtue, and all diſlinction of manners and beha- 

VIOUT, Beſides Alſcretien, caution, enterpriſe, induſ-. 
try. affrduity, frugalitys . (1001s goods ſenſe, prudence, 
diſcernment ; ; beſides | theſe virtues, I fay, Whoſe very 
names force an N of their merit, there are many 


— &1 & 


others, to which the moſt determined ſcepticiſm Can- 


not, for a moment, refuſe the tribute of praiſe and 


PP robation, 7 Temp es fabr tety, patience, conſlan- 
A* Ve r/e Vance, Horethoug?t, . conſidera tenęſi, fecrecys.. 


order, ne addreſs, » preſence of mind, quickneſs, 


of conception, fauility of expreſſion ; theſe, and a thou- 
ſand more of the fame kind, no man will ever deny 
to be. excellencies and endowments, As their merit 
conſiſts in their tendency to ſerve the perſon, poſleſ- 
ſed of them, | without any magnificent claims of public 
and focial e deſert, we are the leſs jealous of their pre- 
tenſions, and readlly admit i them i into the catalog ue of 
laudabie qua ities, "We are not benfble, Fa by 
this: concellon, we e have paved. the „ W ay | "for all the 


$06.4 > Sas SID 2 


4 e acαν⁰,1wn val Aupg atyahn TH pn fuveipey- 
ref. A Luc. Tine. Acin, Kai moiayayoTic (os oN. 
nf remire Felten T1378 vu afs7ty, TpayaF 21; 
Icung-wrx. - another place, Hs 7 0 n TouvpurnntO- 
Arn, nav 17 4 Indi uli, at TUX", abe a T4 ua neva 
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other moral excellencies, and cannot conſiſtently heſi- 
tate any longer, with- regard to diſintereſted beneyo- 
lence, patriotiſm, and humanity... | 


Ir ſeems, indeed, certain, that firſt appearances 
are here, as uſual, extremely deceitful, and that 'tis 
more difficult, in a ſpeculative way, to reſolve 3 into 
ſelf-love, the merit which we aſcribe to the ſelfih 
virtues above-mentioned, than that even of the ſociaf 
virtues, juſtice and beneficence, For this latter pur- 
poſe, we need but ſay, that whatever conduct pro- 
motes the good of the community, is loved, praiſgd, 
and eſteemed by the community, on account of that 
utility and intereſt, of which every one Partakes,; 
And though this affection and regard be, in reality, 
gratitude, not ſelf- love, yet a diſtinction, even of this 
obvious nature, may not readily be made by ſuperfi- 
cial reaſoners; and there is room, at leaſt, to ſup» 
port the cavil and diſpute for a moment. But as qua- 
ties, which tend only to the utility of their poſſeſſor, 
without any reference to us, or to the community, are 
yet eſteemed and valued; by what theory or ſyſtem 
can we account for this ſentiment from ſelf. love, or 
deduce it from that favourite origin? There ſeems 
here a neceſſity of confeſſing that the happineſs and 


miſery of others are not ſpectacles entirely indifferent 
to us; but that the view of the former, whether in its 
cauſes or effects, like ſun-ſhine or the proſpect of well. 
ene plains, (to carry our pretenſions no higher) 


; * % 4 G 6 commu- 
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communicstes 'a fecret joy and ſatisſaſtion; che ap- 
pearance of the latter, like a lowering cloud or bar- 
ren landſkip, throws a melancholy damp over the 
. And this conceſſion being once made, the 
di 


ulty is over ; and a natural, unforced interpreta- 
tion of the phenomena of human life will afterwards, 


we may hope, prevail amon mg al all f peculative en· 
huren, 


PART I. 


Tr may not be i improper, in this place, to examine 
| the influence of bodily endowments, and of the goods 
of fortune, over our ſentiments of regard and eſteem, 
and to conſider whether theſe phaznomena. fortify or 
weaken the preſent theory. It will naturally be ex- 
peed, that the beauty of the body, as is ſuppoſed by 
all antient moralifls, will be ſimilar in fome refpects 
to that of the mind; and that every kind of eſteem, 
which is paid to men, will have ſomething fwilar it 
its origin. 


; 0 | 
Tes evident, that one conſiderable ſource of beauty 
in all animals is the advantage which they reap from 
the particular ſtrufture of their limbs and members, 
&uitable to the particular manner of life, to which 
whey. are by nature deſtined, The juſt proportions of 
# horſe deſcribed by XexoPrnon and VIOIL, are the 
bee, which are received at this day by our modern 


— 
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jockeys 3 becauſe the foundation of them is the ſame, 
to wit, experience of what is-detrimental or uſeſul in 
the animal. 


Ba od ſhoulders, a lank belly, firm joints, taper 
legs; all theſe are beautiful in our ſpecies, becauſe 
figns of force and vigour. Ideas of utility and its 
contrary, though they do not entirely determine what 
is handſome or deformed, are evidently the ſource of a 
conſiderable part of approbation or diflike. 


In ancient times, bodily ſtrength and dexterity, be- 
ing of greater »/e and importance in war, was alſo 
much more eſteemed and valued, than at preſent. 
Not to inſiſt on Houzx and the poets, we may ob- 
ferve, that hiſtorians ſcruple not to mention force of 
hody among the other accompliſhments even of Era- 
MINOKDas, whom they acknowledge to be the 
greateſt hero, ſtateſman, and general of all the 
Gags. A like praiſe is given to Pour, one 


Dion ue S1CULVS, lib. 15, It may not be improper 
to give the character of EyanI1noNDAs, as drawn by the hiſto- 
rian, in order to ſhow the ideas of perſect merit, which pre- 
vailed in thoſe ages. In other itluftrious men, ſays he, you 
will obſerve, that each poſſeſſed ſome one ſhining quality, which 

was the foundation of his fame: In ErammnonDas all the 
' irtues are found united; force of body, eloquence of expreſſion, 
vigour of mind, contempt of riches, gentleneſs of diſpoſition, 
and what is chiefly to bs regarded, courage and condut in 
war. 

| of 
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of the 1 of the Romans +: This ioftance is 
ſimilar to what we obſerved above, with regard to 


memory. 


War deriſion and contempt, with both ſexes, 
attend in potence; while the unhappy object is regard- 
ed as one deprived of ſo capital a pleaſure in life, and 
at the ſame time, as diſabled from communicating it 
to others. Barreunęſi in women, being alſo a ſpecies 
of inutility, is a reproach, but not in the ſame degree: 
Of which the reaſon is very obvious, _— to the 


preſent ax. 


n. 


n E 1s no rule in painting. or latuary more in- 
diſpenſible han that of balancing che figures, and 
placing them with the greateſt exactneſs on their pro- 


per center of gravity. A figure, which is not juſtly 


ballanced is ugly; becauſe it conveys the Ae 
n Neu DIETS: * 
« {Þ © EA. ' 141 J Foes: 


f aan alacribas, © ſaltu ; cum velbcibus, 115 n valid dis 
Tae 8 | SALL vr _ vrerT. 


* all men are equally liable to pain and diſeaſe and kekneſs; 
and may again recover health and eaſe. Theſe circumftances, 
as they make no diſtinction between one man and another, are 
no ſource of pride or humility, regard or contempt. But com- 
paring our on ſpecies to ſuperior ones, tis a very mortiſyiptg 
eonſideraton, that we ſhould be ſo liable to all diſeaſes and infir- 
mities; and divines accordingly employ this topic, in order to 
— depreſs 
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A pisPos1TION or turn of mind, which qualifies a 


man to riſe in the world, and advance his fortune, is 


entitled to eſteem and regard, as has been already ex- 
plained. It may, therefore, naturally be ſuppoſed, 
that the actual poſſeſſion of riches and authority will 
have a AT rg 9 — over theſe ſentiments. - 


Lan us examine 257 8 bn which we can 
account for the regard paid the rich and powerful: 
We ſhall find none ſatis factory but that which derives 
it from the enjoyment, communicated to the ſpectator 
by the images of proſperity, bappineſs, eaſe, plenty, 
command, and the gratification of every appetite. 
Self-love, for inſtance, which ſome affect ſo much to 
conſider as the ſource of every ſentiment, is plainly in- 
ſufficient to this purpoſe. Where no good-will or 
friendſhip appears, tis difficult to conceive on what 
we can found our hope of advantage from the riches 
of others; though we naturally reſpect the rich, even 


depreſs ſelf-conceit and vanity, They would have more ſucceſs, 
if the common bent of our thoughts wete not perpetually turned 
to compare ourſelves with each other. The infirmities of old 
age are mortifying; becauſe a compariſon with the young may 
take place. The kipg's evil is induſtriouſſy concealed, becauſe 
it affects others, and is tranſmitted to poſterity. _ The cale is 
nearly the ſame with ſuch diſeaſes as convey any nauſeous? or 
frightful | images; z, the exilepfy, for inſtance, uleers, Ben 
ſcabs, &, 
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before they diſcover any ſuch favourable diſpofition 
towards ns. 


We are affected wich the ſame ſentiments, when we 
lie © much out of the ſphere of their activity, that 
they cannot even be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs the power of 
ſerving us. A priſoner of war, in all civilized na- 
tions, is treated with a regard ſuited to his condition: 
and riches, tis evident, go far towards fixing the 
condition of any perſon. If birth and quality enter 
for a ſhare, this ſtill affords us an argument to our 
prefent purpoſe. For what is it we call à man of 
hirth, but one, who is deſcended from a long ſueceſ- 
| fion of rich and powerful anceſtors, and who acquires 
our eſteem by his connexion with perſons, whom we 
eſteem ? His anceſtors, therefore, though dead, are 
reſpeted, in ſome meaſure, on account of thei 
riches; and conſequently, without any kind of expec- 


Bur not to go fa far. as priſoners of war or the 
dead, to find inſtances of this diſintereſted regard for 
zighes ; we may only obſerve, with a little attention, 
thoſe phenomena, which occur in common life and 
converſation. A man, who is himſelf, we ſhall ſup- 
poſe, of a competent fortune, and of no profeſſion, 
being introduced to a company of ſtrangers, natural- 
ſy treats them with different degrees of reſpect, as he 
i inſormed of their different fortunes and conditions 

| though 
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though tis impoſlible that he can ſo ſuddenly propoſe, 
and perhaps he would not accept of, any pecuniary 
advantage from them. A traveller is always admitted 
into company, and meets with civility, in proportion 
as his train and equipage ſpeak him a man of great or 


moderate fortune. In ſhort, the different ranks of 


men are, in 4 great meaſure, regulated by riches ; 
and that with regard to ſuperiors as well as inferiors, 
ſtrangers as well as acquaintance. 


Wurart remains, therefore, but to conclude, that 


as riches are deſired for ourſelf only as the means of 


gratifying our appetites, either at preſent or in ſome 
imaginary future period; they beget eſteem in others 
merely from their having that influence. This indeed 
is their very nature or eſſence: They have a direct 
reference to the commodities, conveniencies, and 
pleaſures of life : The bill of a banker, wha is broke, 
or gold in a deſert iſland, would otherwiſe be full as 
valuable. When we approach a man, who is, as we 
ſay, at his eaſe, we are preſented with the pleaſing 
ideas of plenty, ſatisfaction, cleanlineſs, warmth ; a 
chearful houſe, elegant furniture, ready ſervice, and 
whatever is deſirable in meat, drink, or apparel, On 
the contrary, when a poor man appears, the diſagree- 
able images of want, penury, hard labour, dirty fur- 
niture, coarſe or ragged cloaths, nauſeous meat and 


diſtaſteful liquor, immediately ſtrike our fancy. Whats 


elſe do we mean by ſaying that one is rich, the other 
Poor? 
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poor? And as regard or contempt is the natural con- 


ſequence of theſe different ſituations in life ; tis 
eaſily ſeen what additional light and evidence this 
throws on our preceding 1 e erat all 
ener 1 "hd. " 


A. MAN. whe has cured himfelf of all ridiculous 
prepoſſeſſions, and is fully, ſincerely, and ſteadily 


convinced, from experience as well. as philoſophy, 


that the differences of fortune make leſs difference in 
happineſs than is vulgarhy imagined”; ſuch a one dbes 


not meaſure out degrees of eſteem according to the 


3 1 , 911 2714 


” There is 1 extraordinary, and en unac- 
countable i in the operation, of our Paſſions, when we conſider 
the fortune and ſituation of others, Very oſten another's ad- 


TONS and ' proſperity produces envy, which has 4 flrong g 
mixture of hatred, and ariſes chiefly! from the compariſon of 


cyrſelves with the perſon. At the very fame time, or at leaſt, 


in very ſhort intervals, we may feel the paſſion of reſpect, which 
ista ſpecies of affection or good will, with a mixture of humili. 


ty, On the other hand, the misfortunes of our fellows often 
cauſe- pity,; Which has in it a ſtrong mixture of good-will, 
This ſentiment of pity is nearly allied to contempt, which is a 
ſpecies of diſlike, with a, mixture of pride. I only point out 


theſe phenomena, as a ſubje of ſpeculation to ſuch as are 


curious with regard to moral enquiries, ,"Tis ſufficient. for the 
* purpoſe to obſerve in general, that power and riches 
commonly caufe, reſpect, poverty and meanneſs contempt, tho? 
particular \ views and incidents may ſometimes ralle the paſſons of 
envy + ahd of pity, PnY | 

* rent- 
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rent-rolls of his acquaintance, He may, indeed, exter- 
nally pay a ſuperior deference to the great lord above 
the vaſſal; becauſe riches are the moſt convenient, 
being the moſt fixed and determinate, ſource of di- 
ſtinction: But his internal ſentiments are more regu- 
lated by the perſonal characters of men, than by the 


accidental and capricious favours of fortune. 


Is moſt countries of Eu ort, family, that is, he- 
reditary riches, marked with titles and ſymbols from 
the ſovereign, is the chief ſource of diſtinction. In Ex d- 
LAND, more regard is paid to yreſent opulence and 
plenty. Each practice has its advantages and diſad- 
vantages. Where birth is reſpected, unactive ſpirit- 
leſs minds remain in haughty indolence, and dream 
of nothing but pedigrees and genealogies: The gene- 
rous and ambitious ſeek honour and command and 
reputation and favour, Where riches are the chief idol- 
corruption, venality, rapine prevail: Arts, manufac- 
tures, commerce, agriculture, flouriſh, The former 
prejudice, being favourable to military virtue, is more 
ſuited to monarchies. The latter, being the chief 
ſpur to induſtry, agrees better with a republican go- 
vernment, And we accordingly find, that each of 
theſe forms of government, by varying the ai/ity of 
thoſe cuſtoms, has commonly a proportional effect on 
the ſentiments of mankind, 
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SECTION VII. 


Of QUAL1T1Rs. IMMEDIATELY, AGREBABLE- to 
OURSELVES, 


'F-ZHOEVER has paſſed an evening with ſerious 
'F* melancholy people, and has obſerved how 
ſuddenly the converſation was animated, and what 
ſprightlineſs diffuſed itfelf over the countenance, diſ- 
courſe, and behaviour of the whole circle, on the 
acceſſion of a good-humoured, lively companion; 
ſuch a one will eafily allow, that CHEARLULNESS 
carries great merit with: it, and naturally concitiates 
the. good-will of mankind. No quality, indeed, 
more readily communicates itſelf to all around be- 
cauſe-no one has a greater propenſity to diſplay itſelf, 
in jovial talk and pleaſant entertainment. The flame 
ſpreads thro? the whole circle; and the moſt ſullen 
and moroſe are often caught by it. That the melan- 
choly hate the merry, even tho' Horace ſays it, I 
have ſome difficulty to allow ; becauſe I have always 
obſerved, that where: the jollity is moderate and de- 


cent, ſerious. people are ſo much the more delighted, 


that it diffipates the gloom, With which they are com- 
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monly oppreſſed ; and * __ an 2 en- 
3 R r 


Fnon this * of cheerfulneſs, both to com- 
municate itſelf, and” to engage approbation, we may 
perceive, that there are another ſer of mental qualities, 

which, without any utility or any tendency to farther 
good, either of the community or of the poſſeſſor, 
diffuſe a ſatisfaction on the beholders, and procure 
friendſhip and regard. Their immediate ſenſation, 

to the perſon poſſeſſed of them, is agreeable : Others 
enter into the ſame humour, and catch the ſentiment, 
by a contagion, or natural ſympathy : And as we can- 
not forbear loving whatever pleaſes, a kindly emotion 
ariſes towards the perſon, who communicates ſo much 
| ſatisfaction. He is a more animating ſpectacle: His 
preſence diffuſes over us more ſerene complacency 
and enjoyment: Our imagination, entering into his 
feelings and diſpoſition, is affected in a more agree - 
able manner, than than if a melancholy, dejected, ſullen, 
anxious temper, were preſented to us. Hence the 
affection and approbation, which attend the former: 
The . one which 'we aden the 
latter *; - hy ent de wr wet op 1 mrarie © nn $i 


: N | ">; 
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"®, Theres. no man, W . ee af. 
fefted with all the diſagreeable paſſions, fear; anger, dejection, 
wich mehacko, eren, . Bus ths, far a 0. 

natural, 


- 
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Faw men would eavy the character, which Czsan 
gives of Cass1vs, 10 


He loves no play | 
As thou a0 f., ANTHONY : He hears no muſic: 
Seldom he ſmiles ; and ſmiles in ſuch a fort, / 
As if he mockt himſelf, and ſcorn'd his ſpirit | 
bs That could be moy'd aun. thing. 


Not ouly ſuch men, as CSA 3 * are commonly 
dangerous, but alſo, having little enjoyment within 
themſelves, they can never become agreeable to 
others, or contribute any thing to ſocial entertain- 
ment. In all polite nations and ages, a reliſh of 
pleaſure, if accompanied with temperance and de- 
cency, is eſteemed a conſiderable merit, even in the 
greateſt, men; and becomes ſtill more requiſite in 
thoſe of inferior rank and character. Tis an agree- 
able repreſentation, which. a Fa EN writer gives 
of the ſituation of his. own mind in this particular. 
Virtue I love, ſays he, without auſterity : Pleaſure 


natural, and nniverfal, make no difference between one man 
and another, and can never be the object of blame. *Tis only 
when the diſpoſition gives a propenſity to any of theſe difagree- 
able paſſions, that they disfigure the character, and by giving 
uneaſineſs, convey the ſentiment of diſapprobation to the ſpec- 
cad. 3 of 44! . 99 4 3 22 
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Wno is not firuck' with any ſignal inſtance of 
GREATNESS of MIND or Dignity- of character; 
with ele vation of ſentiments, diſdain of ſlavery, and 
with that noble pride and-ſpirit, which ariſes from 
conſcidus virtue? The fublime, ſays Loxornus, is 
often nothing but the echo or image of magnanimity ; 
and where this quality appears in any one, even tho” 
a ſyllable be not uttered, it excites our applauſe and 

admiration; as may be obſerved of the famous ſilence 
of Ajax in the Ovrssey, which expreſſes more 
noble diſdain and reſolute indignation, than any lan- 
guage can convey In 


Were I AuzxanDs ey faid sse 7 avonld 
accept of theſe offers mace by Dara os, So vνẽ I toes 
replied Al Ax anper, aue /Parmanyo. This ſuy- 
ing is admirgble, ſays Lon us, from a Kent 
„ 


GO! cries che fame hero to his ſoldiers, when: 
they refuſed. to follow him to che Ix p, go tall your 


7 Jaime la vertu, ſans rudefley, | 
Fame leplaifir, fans meleſſeg, 
8 Jane la vie, & men crains point la fn. 
St. EvazuonD, 


FT Cap. 9. 1 laem. 
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countrymen, that you left ALEXANDER compleating the 
congueft of the world. * ALEXANDER,“ ſaid the prince 
of Cox DE, who always admired this paſſage, © aban- 
« doned by his ſoldiers, among Barbarians, not yet 
“ fully ſubdued, felt in himſelf ſuch a dignity and 
40 right of empire, that he could not believe it poſ- 
« ſible that any one would refuſe to obey bim. 
« Whether in Eu ROE or in As 1a, among GakEkSs 
« or PRERSIANS, all was indifferent to him: Where- 
1 ever he found men, he fancied he would find ſub. 


g jets.” 

Tu confidant of Mepea in the tragedy recom- 
mends caution and ſubmiſſion ; and enumerating all 
the diſtreſſes of that unfortunate heroine, aſks her, 
what ſhe has to ſupport her againſt ſo many enemies. 
Myplf, replies ſhe; My/elf, T ſay, and it is enough. - 
BoiLEAu juſtly recommends this paſſage as an in- 
ſtance of true ſublime *. 


Wren Puociox, the modeſt, the gentle Prociox, 
was led to execution, he turned to one of his fel- 
low-ſufferers, who was lamenting his own hard fate, 
Is it not glory enough for you, fays he, that you die with 
Procion ? 


Reflection 10 ſur Longin. 


+ Pru rack. in Proc. 
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PLace in oppoſition the picture which Tacitus 
draws of ViTeLtivus, fallen from empire, prolong- 
ing his ignominy from a wretched love of life, de- 
livered over to the mercileſs rabble ; toſt, buffeted, 
and kicked about; conſtrained, by their holding a 
ponyard under his chin, to raiſe his head, and ex- 
poſe himfelf to every contumely. What abject in- 
famy ! What low humiliation! Vet even here, ſays 
the hiſtorian, he diſcovered ſome ſymptoms of a 
mind not wholly degenerate. To a tribune, who 


inſulted him, he replied, 7 am fill your emperor *. 


WI never excuſe the abſolute want of ſpirit and 


dignity of character, or a proper ſenſe of what is due 


to one's ſelf, in ſociety and the common intercourſe 
of life. This vice conſtitutes what we properly call 
name; when a man can ſubmit to the baſeſt 
flavery, in order to gain his ends; fawn upon thoſe, 
who abuſe him; and degrade himſelf by intimacies 
and familiarities with undeſerving inferiors. A cer- 


2 TaciT. hiſt, lb, 3 The author entering upon the nar- 
ration, ſays, Laniata veſte, fædum pectaculum ducebatur, multi: 
increpantibus, nullo inlacrimante: deformitas exitus miſericor- 
diam abſtulerat, To enter thoroughly into this method of 
thinking, we muſt make allowance for the ancient maxims, 
that no one ought to prolong his life after it became diſhonour- 
able ; but as he had always a right to diſpoſe of it, it then be- 


came aduty to part with it, 
2 tain 


& A. — an 8 ES. 


in 


Of QUAaL1T18s immediately agreeable to Ourſelves. 147. 


tain degree of generous pride or ſelf-value is ſo re- 
quiſite, that the abſence of it in the mind diſpleaſes 
after the ſame manner, as the want of a noſe, eye, 
or any of the moſt material features of the face or 
members of the body ®. 


Tax utility of COURAGE, both to the public 
and to the perſon poſſeſſed of it, is an obvious foun- 
dation of merit : But to any one, who duly conſiders 
the matter, it will appear, that this quality has a pe- 
culiar luſtre, which it derives wholly from itſelf, and 
from that noble elevation inſeparable from it. Its 
figure, drawn by painters and by poets, diſplays, in 
each feature, a ſublimity and daring confidence; 
which catches the eye, engages the affections, and 
diffuſes, by ſympathy, a like ſublimity of ſentiment 
over every ſpectator, | 1 


* The abſence of a virtue may often be a vice; and that of 
the higheſt kind; as in the inſtance of ingratitude, as well as 
meanneſs, Where we expect a beauty, thediſappointment gives 
an uneaſy ſenſation, and produces a real deformity. An abject- 
neſs of character, likewiſe, is diſguſtful and contemptible in 
another view, Where a man has no ſenſe of value in himfelf, 
we are not likely to have any higher eſtimate of him, And if 
the ſame perſon, who crouches to his ſuperiors, is inſclent to 
his inferiors (as often happens) this contrariety of behaviour, 
inſtead of correcting the former vice, aggravates it extremely, 
by the addition of a vice, ſtill more odious. See ſect, 8. 
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Unvzzx what glorious colours does Dr uosr- 
HENES I repreſent Puilir; where the orator apolo- 
gizes for his own adminiſtration, and juſtiſies that 
pertinacious love of liberty, with which he had in- 
ſpired the ArHENIA Ns. I beheld Pity,” ſays 
he, he with whom was your conteſt, reſolutely, 
« while in purſuit of empire and dominion, expoſing 
% himſelf to every wound; his eye goared, his neck 
« yreſted, his arm, his thigh pierced, whatever part 
* of his body fortune ſhould ſeize on, that cheerfully 
, relinquiſhing ; provided that, with what remained, 
he might live in honour and renown. And ſhall 
« it be ſaid, that he, born in PeL a, a place here- 
_  tofore mean and ignoble, ſhould be inſpired with 

« ſo high an ambition and thirſt of fame: While 
« you, ATHENIANS, ©&c.” Theſe praiſes excite the 
moſt lively admiration ; but the views preſented by 
the orator,. carry us not, we ſee, beyond the hero 
himſelf, nor ever regard the future advantageous con- 


ſequences of his valour. 


Tus martial temper of the Romans, inflamed by 
continual wars, had raiſed their eſteem of courage ſo 
high, that, in their language, it was called virtue, 
by way of excellence and of diſtinction from all other 
moral qualities. The SuEvi, in the opinion of Ta- 


+ Pro corona. 
CITUS) 
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ciTus “, areſt their hair with a laudable intent : Not 

for the purpoſes of loving or being beloved : They adorned 
themſelves only for their enemies, and in order to apfear 
more terrible, A ſentiment of the hiſtorian, which 
would ſound a little oddly, in other nations and 
other ages, 


THE SCYTHIANS, according to HeropoTvus Þ+, 
after fleaing the ſkin from the heads of their enemies, 
whom they had lain, dreſſed it like leather, and"uſed 
it as a towel; and whoever had the moſt of theſe 
towels was moſt eſteemed among them. So much had 
martial bravery, in that nation, as well as in many 
others, deſtroyed the ſentiments of humanity ; a vir- 
tue ſurely much more uſeful and engaging. 


Tis indeed obſervable, that, among all unculti- 
'vated nations, who have not, as yet, had full expe- 
"rence of the advantages attending beneficence, juſ- 
tice, and the ſocial virtues, courage is the predomi- 
nant excellence ; what is moſt, celebrated by poets, 
recommended by parents and inſtructors, and admired 
by the public in general. The ethics of Home are, 
1a this particular, very different from thoſe of Fe x x- 


rox, his elegant imitator ; and ſuch as are well ſuited 


to an age, in which one hero, as remarked by TH- 
De moribus Germ. | | + Lib. 4. 
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erbibrs t, could aſk another, without offence, whe- 
ther or not he was a robber. Such alſo, very lately, 
was the ſyſtem of ethics, which prevailed in many 
barbarous parts of InzLanD; if we may credit 
SPENCER, in his judicious account of 10 ſtate of 
that kingdom *, 


Or the ſame claſs of virtues with courage is that 
* undiſturbed, philoſophical TRANQUILLITY, ſupe- 
rior to pain, forrow, anxiety, and each aſſault of 
- adverſe fortune. Conſcious of his own virtue, ſay 
the philoſophers, the fage elevates himſelf above 
every accident of life; and ſecurely placed in the 
"temple of wiſdom, looks down on inferior mortals, 
engaged in purſuit of honours, riches, ' reputation, 
and each frivolous enjoyment, Theſe Pretenſions, 
no doubt, when ſtretched to the utmoſt, are far too 
magnificent! for human nature. They carry, however, 
-A RT with aw, which ſeizes * ſpectator, 


f t Lib, r. 


It is a common uſe, ſays he, amongſt their gentlemen's 

ſons, that, as ſoon as they are able to uſe their weapons, they 

| Krait gather to themſelves three or four ſtragglers or kern, with 

whom wandering a while up and down idly the country, tak- 

_ ing only meat, he at laſt falleth into ſome bad occaſion, that 

ſhall be offered; which being once made Known, he is thenee- 
forth counted a man of worth, in whom there is courage, 


+ and 
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and ftrikes him with admiration. And the nearer 
we can approach, in praQice, to this ſublime tran- 
quillity and indifference (for we muſt diſtinguiſh it 
from a ſtupid inſenſibility) the more ſecure enjoyment 
ſhall we attain within ourſelves, and the more great- 
neſs of mind ſhall we diſcover to the world. The 
philoſophical tranquillity may, indeed, be conſidered 
only as a branch of magnanimity, 


Wo admires not SocrRATES; his perpetual ſere- 
nity and contentment, amidſt the greateſt poverty and 
domeſtic vexations ; his reſolute contempt of riches, 
and magnanimous care of preſerving liberty, while he 
refuſed all affiftance from his friends and diſciples, 
and avoided even the dependence of an obligation ? 
Ericrzrus had not ſo much as a door to his little 
houſe or hovel; and therefore, ſoon loſt his iron lamps» 
the only furniture which he had worth taking. But 
reſolving to diſappoint all robbers for the future, he 
ſupplied its place with an earthen lamp, of which 
he very peaceably kept poſſeſſion ever after. 


Is antiquity, the heroes of philoſophy, as well as 
thoſe of war and patriotiſm, have a grandeur and 
force of ſentiment, which aſtoniſhes our narrow ſouls, 


and is raſhly rejected as extravagant and ſupernatural. 


They, in their turn, I allow, would have had equal 
reaſon to conſider as romantic and incredible, the de- 
H 4 a gree 
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gree of humanity, clemency, order, tranquillity, and 
other ſocial virtues, to which, in the adminiſtration 
of government, we have attained in modern times, 
had any one been then able to have made a fair re- 


preſentation of them. Such is the compenſation, 
which nature, or rather education, has made in the 


diſtribution of excellencies and virtues, in theſe dif- 
| ferent ages. 


Tux merit of BENEVOLENCE, ariſing from its 
utility, and its tendency to promote the good of man- 
kind, has been already explained, and is, no doubt, 
the ſource of a confiderable part of that eſteem, which 
is ſo univerſally paid it, But it will alſo be allowed, 

that the very ſoftneſs and tenderneſs of the ſentiment, 
its engaging endearments, its fond expreſſions, its 

delicate attentions ; and all that low of mutual con- 
figence and regard, which enter into a warm attach- 
ment of love and friendſhip: It will be allowed, I 
ſay, that theſe feelings, being delightful in them- 
ſelves, are neceſſarily communicated to the ſpectators, 
and melt them into the ſame fondneſs and delicacy. 
The tears naturally ftart in our eyes on the appre- 
henfion of a warm ſentiment of this nature: Our 
breaſt heaves, our heart is agitated, and every hu- 
mane tender principle of our frame, is ſet in motion, 
and gives us the pureſt and moſt ſatisfactory enjoy- 


ment. 
N Warr 
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WHEN poets form deſcriptions of ELyzian fields, 
where the bleſſed inhabitants ſtand in no need of each 
ather's aſſiſtance, they yet repreſent them as maintain- 
ing a conſtant intercourſe of love and friendſhip, and 
ſooth our fancy with the pleaſing image of theſe ſoft 
and gentle paſſions. The idea of tender tranquillity 
in a paſtoral AxcaD1a is agreeable from a like prin- 
ciple,. as has been obſerved above “. 


Wuo would live amidſt perpetual wrangling, and 
ſcolding, and mutual reproaches? The roughneſs 
and harſhneſs of theſe emotions diſturb and diſpleaſe 


us: We ſuffer by contagion and ſympathy ; nor can 
we remain. indifferent ſpectators, even tho* certain, 
that no pernicious conſequences would ever follow. 
from ſuch angry paſſions, 


As a certain proof, that the whole merit of bene-- 
volence is not derived from its uſefulneſs, we may 
obſerve, that, in a kind way of blame, we. ſay, a 
perſon is too good; when he exceeds his part in ſo- 
ciety, and carries his attention for others beyond the 
proper bounds. In like manner, we ſay a man is 
too high-ſpirited, too intrepid, tos indifferent about 
fortune: Reproaches, which really, at the bottom, 


imply more eſteem than many panegyrics. Being 


0, Se, 5. Part 2. . 
H 5 accuſtomed. 
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accuſtomed to rate the merit and demerit of charac- 
ters chiefly by their uſeful or pernicious tendencies, 
we cannot forbear applying the epithet of blame, 
when we diſcover a ſentiment, which riſes to a de- 
gree t that is hurtful : But it may happen, at the ſame 
time, that its noble elevation, or its engaging ten- 
derneſs ſo ſeizes the heart, as rather to encreaſe our 
— and concern for the perſon *. 


Tur amours and attachments of Hazy the IVth, 
during the civil wars of the league, frequently hurt 
his intereſt and his cauſe ; but all the young, at leaſt, 
and amorous, who can ſympathize with the tender 
paſſions, will allow, that this very weakneſs (for they 
will readily call it ſuch) chiefly endears that hero, 
and intereſts them in his fortunes, 


Taz exceflive bravery and reſolute inflexibility of 
Crarles the XIIth ruined his own country, and 
infeſted all his neighbours: But have ſuch ſplendor 
and greatneſs in their appearance, as flrike us with 
+ admiration ; and they might, in ſome degree, be 
even approved of, if they betrayed not ſometimes too 
evident ſymptoms of madneſs and diſorder. 


344; * Cheerfulneſs could ſcarce admit of blame from its excels, 
| were it not that diſſolute mirth, without a proper cauſe of ſub- 
je, is a ſure {ymptor and charaſteriſtic of folly, and on that 
account, diſguſtful. 

Tas 
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Tas Arn ExIAxs pretended to the firſt invention 
of agriculture and of laws; and always valued them- 
ſelves extremely on the benefit thereby procured to 
the whole race of mankind. They alſo boaſted, and 
with reaſon, of their warlike enterprizes; particularly 
againſt thoſe innumerable fleets and armies of Per. 
$1488; Which invaded Gazecez during the reign of 
Darius and XERXEs. But tho? there be no compa- 
riſon, in point of utility, between theſe peaceful and 
military honours; yet we find, that the orators, who 
have wrote ſuch elaborate panegyrics on that famous 
city, have chiefly triumphed in diſplaying the warlike 
atchievements. Lys1as, Thucypives, PrATO 
and Is0craTEs diſcover, all of them, the ſame par- 
tiality ; which, tho' condemned by calm reaſon and 
reflection, appears ſo natural in the mind of man. 


*T1s obſervable, that the great charm of poetry 
conſiſts in lively pictures of the ſublime paſſions, mag- 
nanimity, courage, diſdain of fortune; or thoſe of 
the. tender affections, love and friendſhip; which warm 
the heart, and diffuſe over it ſimilar ſentiments and 
emotions. And tho? every kind of paſſion; even the 
moſt diſagreeable, ſuch. as grief and anger, are ob- 
ſerved, when excited by poetry, to convey a ſatisfac- 
tion, from a mechaniſm of nature, not eaſy to be ex- 
plained: Vet choſe more elevated or ſofter affections | 

H6 have. 
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have a peculiar influence, and pleaſe from more than 
one cauſe or principle. Not to mention, that they 
alone intereſt us in the fortune of the perſons repre- 
ſented, or communicate any eſteem and affection for 
their character. 


Axp can it poſſibly be doubted, that this talent it- 
ſelf of poets, to move the paſſions, this PATH ET IC 
and SUBLIME of ſentiment, is a very conſiderable 
merit, and being enhanced by its extreme rarity, may 
exalt the perſon poſſeſſed of it, above every character 
of the age, in which he lives? The prudence, ad- 
dreſs, ſteadineſs, and benign government of Auous- 


ros, adorned with all the ſplendor of his noble 


birth and imperial crown, render him but an unequal 
competitor for fame with VIX OIL, who lays nothing 
into the oppoſite ſcale but the divine beauties of * 


poetical genius. 


Tux very ſenſibility to theſe beauties or a DELI. 
Cc of tafte, is itſelf a beauty in any character; 


as conveying the pureſt, the moſt durable, and moſt 


| innocent of all enjoyments, 


Tae are ſome inſtances of the ſpecies of merit, 


chat are valued for the immediate pleaſure, which 


they communicate to the perſon, poſſeſſed of them, 
| ln © 20 
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No views of utility or of future beneficial conſe- 
quences enter into this ſentiment of approbation 
yet is it of a kind fimilar to that other ſentiment, 
which ariſes from views of a public or private utility. 
The ſame ſocial ſympathy, we may obſerve, or fel. 
low-feeling with human happineſs or miſery, gives 
riſe to both; and this analogy in all the parts of the 


preſent theory, may juſtly be regarded as a confir- 
mation of it. 


SECTION 
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SECTION VII. 


Of QUALITIES IMMEDIATELY "AGREEABLE to 
| OTHERS ®, 


S the mutual ſhocks, in /ocrezy, and the oppoſi- 

tions of intereſt and ſelf- love have conſtrained 
mankind to eſtabliſh the laws of ;u/tice; in order to 
preſerve the advantages of common aſſiſtance and pro- 
tection: In like manner, the eternal contrarieties, in 
company, of men's pride and ſelf-conceit, have intro- 
duced the rules of GOOD-MANNERS or POLITE- 
NESS; in order to facilitate the intercourfe of minds, 
and an undiſturbed commerce and converſation, A- 
mong well-bred people, a mutual deference is af- 
feed: Contempt of others diſguifed : Authority con» 


* *Tis the definition of virtue, that tis a quality of the mind 
apreeable to or approved of by every one, wwho confiders or contem- 
Plates it, But ſome qualities produce pleaſure, becauſe they are 
uſeful to ſociety, or uſeful or agreeable to the perſon himſelf ; 
others produce it more immediately ; Which is the claſs of vir- 
tues here conſidered. 

cealed : 
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cealed : Attention given to each in his turn : And an 
eaſy ſtream of .converſation maintained, without ve- 
hemence, without mutual interruption, without eager= 
neſs for victory, and without any airs of ſuperiority. 
Theſe attentions and regards are immediately agree- 

able to others, abſtracted from any conſideration. of 
utility or beneficial tendencies : 'They conciliate af- 
fection, promote eſteem, and enhance extremely the 
merit of the perſon, who regulates his behaviour by 
them. 


Many of the forms of breeding are arbitrary and 
caſual : But the thing expreſſed by them is ſtill the 
fame. A SPANLaRD goes out of his own houſe be- 

- fore his gueſt, to ſignify that he leaves him maſter of 
all. In other countries, the landlord walks out laſt, 
as a common mark of deference and regard. | 


Bur, in order to render a man perfect good company, 
he muſt have WIT and INGENUITY as well as , 
5 good-manners. What wit is, it may not be eaſy to | 
define: but tis eaſy ſurely to determine, that tis a 
quality immediately agreeable to others, and commu- 
nicating, on its firſt, appearance, a lively joy and ſa- 
- tisfaCtion to every one, who has any comprehenſion of 
it. The moſt profound metaphyſics,” indeed, might - | 
be employed, in explaining the various kinds and 
| ſpecies of wit; and many claſſes of it, which are now 
received on the ſole teſtimony of taſte and ſentiment, | 
Ai | might, 


* 
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might, perhaps, be reſolved into more general prin- 
ciples. But this is ſufficient for our preſent purpoſe, 
that it does affect taſte and ſentiment, and beſtowing 
an immediate enjoyment, is a ſure ſource of appro- 
bation and affection. 


Ix countries, where men paſs moſt of their time 
in converſation, and viſits and aſſemblies, theſe compa- 
nionable qualities, ſo to ſpeak, are of high eſtimation, 
and form a chief part of perſonal merit. In coun- 
tries, where men live a more domeſtic life, and either 
are employed in buſineſs or amuſe themſelves in a 
narrower circle of acquaintance, the more ſolid qua- 
lities are chiefly regarded. Thus, I have often ob- 
ſerved, that, among the FR BNE, the firſt queſtions, 
with regard to a ſtranger, are, I he polite? Has be 
wit? In our own country, the chief praiſe beſtowed, 
is always that of a good. natured, ſenſible fellow. © 


In converſation, the lively ſpirit ' of dialogue is 
agreeable, even to thoſe who deſire not to have any 
ſhare of the diſcourſe: Hence the teller of long ſto- 
ries, or a pompous declaimer is very little approved 
of. But moſt men defire likewiſe their turn in the 
converſation, and regard, with a very evil eye, that 
loquacity, which deprives them of a right they are na- 


turally fo jealous of. 


THERE are a ſet of harmleſs /ars, frequently to 
be met with in company, who deal much in the mar- 
velous. 
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velous. Their uſual intention is to pleaſe and enter- 
tain; but as men are moſt delighted with what they 
conceive to be truth, theſe people miſtake extremely 
the means of pleaſing, and incur univerſal blame. 
Some indulgence, however, to lying or fiction is given 
in humorous ſtories; becauſe it is there really agree- 
able and entertaining ; and truth is not of any im- 
portance. 


Ex ou ENCE, genius of all kinds, even good ſenſe, 
and ſound reaſoning, when it riſes to an eminent de- 
gree, and is employed upon ſubjects of any conſiderable 
dignity and nice diſcernment ; all theſe qualities ſeem 
immediately agreeable, and have a merit diſtin from 
their uſefulneſs. Rarity, likewiſe, which ſo much 
enhances the price of every thing, muſt ſet an addi- 

tional value on theſe noble talents of che human 
1 


br way be underfioad 5 in different ſenſes, 
even abſtracted from chaſtity, which has been already 
treated of. It ſometimes means that tenderneſs and 
| picety of honour, that apprehenſion of blame, that 
dread of intruſion or injury towards others, that Pu- 
DOR, Which is the proper guardian of every kind of 
virtue, and a ſure preſervative againſt vice and cor- 
ruption. But its moſt uſual meaning is when it 1s 
oppoſed to impudence and arrogance, and expreſſes a 


diſſidence of our own judgment, and a due attention 
and 
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and regard to others. In young men chiefly, this 
quality is a ſure ſign of good ſenſe; and is alſo the 
certain means of augmenting that endowment, by 
preſerving their ears open to inſtruction, and making 
them {till graſp after new attainments. But it has a 
farther charm to every ſpectator; by flattering each 


man's vanity, and preſenting the appearance of a do- 


cile pupil, who receives, with proper attention and 


reſpect, every word they utter 
| A DESIRE 


Men have in general a much greater propenſity to over- 
value than under-value themſelves ; notwithſtanding the opi- 
nion of Ax1sToTLE. This makes us more jealous of the ex- 


ceſs on the former fide, and cauſes us to regard, with a parti» 


cular indulgence, all tendency to modeſty and ſelf- diffidence; 
as eſteeming the danger leſs of falling into any vicious extreme 


of that nature, *Tis thus, in countries, where men's bodies 


are apt to exceed in corpulency, perſonal beauty is placed in a 
much greater degree of ſlenderneſs, than in countries where that 
is the moſt uſual defect. Being ſo often ſtruck with inſtances 
of one ſpecies of deformity, men think they can never keep at 


too great a diſtance from it, and with always to have a leaning 


to the oppolite ſide, In like manner, were the door opened to 
ſelf-praiſe, and were MoxTa1cnz's maxim obſerved, that one 
ſhould ſay as frankly, I have ſenſe, I have learning, I have cou- 
rage, beauty, or wit; as "tis ſure we often think ſo ; were this 


the caſe, I ſay, every one is ſenſible, that fuch a flood of im- 


pertinence would break in upon us, as would render ſociety 
wholly intolerable, For this reaſon cuſtom has eſtabliſhed it as 
a rule, 


dt 
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A pes1RE of fame, reputation, or a character with 
others, is. ſo far from being blameable, that it ſeems 
inſeparable 


a rule, in common ſocieties, that men ſhould not indulge them- 
ſelves in ſelf-praiſe, nor even ſpeak much of themſelves ; and 'tis 
only among intimate friends or people of very manly behaviour, 
that one is allowed to do himſelf juſtice. No body finds fault with 
Maus ler, prince of Ox AN O, for his reply to one, who 
aſked him whom he eſteemed the firſt general of the age, The 
marguis de Sp1NOLA, ſaid he, is the ſecond, Tho? tis obſerv- 
able, that the ſelf-praiſe implied is here better implied, than if 
it had been direly expreſſed, without aby' cover en. 


He muſt be a very. ſuperficial thinker, ako. imagines, that al 
inſtances of mutual deference are to be underſtood in. earneſt, 
and that a man would be more eſteemable for being ignorant of 
his own. merits and accompliſhments, A ſmall byaſs towards 
modeſty, even.in the internal ſentiments, is favourably regarded, 
eſpecially in young people; and a ſtrong byaſs is required in the 
.outward behaviour: But this excludes not a_noble pride and 
Spirit, which may openly diſplay itſelf in its full extent, when one 
lies under calumny or oppreſſion of any kind, The generous 
contumacy of SoctATES, as Cicxro calls it, has been highly 
celebrated in all ages; and when joined to the uſual modeſty of 
his behaviour, forms a moſt ſhining character. Ir RIcAATESG, 
the ATHENIAN general, being accuſed of betraying the intereſts 
of his country, aſked his accuſer, Would you, ſays he, on a like 
occaſion, bave been guilty of that crime By no means, replied the 
other. And can you then imagine, cried the hero, that Ir n RA- 
Tx5 would be guilty? QUuINCTI1L, lib, 5. cap. 12+ In ſhort, 

5 , a generous 
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inſeparable from virtue, genius, capacity, and a ge- 
nerous or noble diſpoſition. An attention even to 
trivial matters, in order to pleaſe, is alſo expected and 
demanded by ſociety ; and no one is ſurprized, if he 
finds a man in company, to obſerve a greater elegance 
of dreſs and more pleaſant flow of converſation, than 
when he paſſes his time at home, and with his own 
family. Wherein, then, conſiſts VANITY, which 
is ſo juſtly regarded as a fault or imperfection? It 
ſeems to conſiſt chiefly in ſuch an intemperate diſplay 
of our advantages, honours and accompliſhments ; in 
ſuch an importunate and open demand of praiſe and 
admiration, as is offenſive to others, and encroaches 
too far on their ſecret vanity and ambition. It is be- 
ſides a ſure ſymptom of the want of true dignity and 
elevation of mind, which is ſo great an ornament to 
any character. For why that impatient deſire of ap- 
plauſe; as if you were not juſtly entitled to it, and 


a generous ſpirit and ſelf-value, well founded, decently diſguiſed, 
and courageouſly ſupported under diſtreſs and calumny, is a very 
great virtue, and ſeems to derive its merit from the noble eleva- 
tion of its ſentiment, or its immediate agreeableneſs to irs poſ- 
ſeſſor. In ordinary characters, we approve of a byaſs towards 
modeſty, which is a quality immediately agreeable to others : 
The vicious exceſs of the former virtue, viz. inſolence or haugh- 
tineſs, is immediately diſagreeable to others : The exceſs of the 
latter is ſo to the poſſeſſor. Thus are the boundaries of theſe 
duties adjuſted, | | 
might 
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might not reaſonably expect that it would for euer 
attend you? Why ſo anxious to inform us of the 
great company which you have kept; the obliging 
things, which were faid to you ; the honours, the 
diſtinctions which you met with; as if theſe: were 
not things of courſe, and what we could readily, of 
ourſelves, have imagined, without being told of 
them ? "24 


DECENCY, or a proper regard to age, ſex, cha- 
racer and ſtation in the world, may be ranked among 
the qualities, which are immediately agreeable to 
others, and which, by that means, acquire praiſe and 
approbation. An effeminate behaviour in a man, a 
rough manner in a woman; theſe are ugly, becauſe 
unſuitable to each character, and different from the 
qualities which we expect in the ſexes. Tis as if a 
tragedy abounded in comic beauties, or a comedy in 
tragic. The diſproportions hurt the eye, and convey 
_ a difagreeable ſentiment to the ſpectators, the ſource 

of blame and:diſapprobation., This is that indecorwn, 

which is en much at d by Cicgro | in 


| . the other virtues, we may alſo give 
CLEANLINESS a place; ſince it naturally renders 
us agreeable to others, and is no inconſiderable ſource 
of love and affection. No one will deny, that a ne- 
gligence 1 in this particular is a fault; and as faults. are 
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nothing but ſmaller vices, and this fault can have ng 
other origin than the uneaſy ſenſation, which it ex- 
cites in others; we may, in this inftance, ſeemingly 
ſo trivia, clearly diſcover the origin of moral diſtinc. 
tions, about which the learned haye involved them- 
ſelves in ſuch mazes of perplexity and error. 


Bur beſides all the agreeable qualities, the origin 
of whoſe beauty we can, in ſome degree, explain 
and account for, there ſtill remains ſomething myſte- 
rious and inexplicable, which conveys an immediate 
ſatisfaction to the ſpectator, but how, or why, or 
for what reaſon, he cannot pretend to determine. 
There is a MANNER, a grace, a genteelneſs, an 
I-know-not-what, which ſome men poſſeſs above 
others, which is very different from external beauty 
and comelineſs, and which, however, catches our af- 
fection almoſt as ſuddenly and powerfully. And tho” 
this manner be chiefly talked of in the paſſion between 
the ſexes, where the concealed magic is eaſily ex- 
plained, yet ſurely much of it prevails in all our eſti- 
mation of characters, and forms no inconſiderable 
part of perſonal merit. This claſs of virtues, there- 
fore, muſt be truſted entirely to the blind, but ſure 
teſtimony of taſte and ſentiment; and muſt be con- 
ſidered as a part of ethics, left by nature to baffle 
all the pride of philoſophy, and make her ſenſible of 
her narrow boundaries and ſlender acquiſitious, 
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We approve of -another, becauſe of his wit 4 
liteneſs, modeſty, decency, or any agreeable ' al 
which he poſſeſſes altho' he be not of our ac 


means of theſe e | The idea, w 
we form of their effect on his acquaintance, hay 
agreeable influence on our imagination, and gi ze: 
the ſentiment of approbation. This principle 
into all the judgments, which we form cone) 
morals. UT 19k e - 45 
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® CoxcLusion of the WRorx. 


PART I. 


T'may juſtly appear ſurprizing, that any man, in 
L fo late an age, ſhould find ifrequiſite to prove, by. 
elaborate reaſonings, that VIRTUE or PERSONAL 
MERIT conſiſts altogether in the poſſeſſion of mental 
qualities, J ful or agreeable to the perſon bimſelf or to 
others. It might be expected that this principle 
would have occured even to the firſt rude, unpractiſed 
enquirers concerning morals, and been received from 
its own evidence, without any argument or diſputa- 
tion. Whatever is valuable in any kind, fo natural- 
ly claſſes itſelf under the diviſion of ful or agreeable, 
the utile or the dulce, that tis not eaſy to imagine, 
why we ſhould ever ſeek farther, or conſider the que- 
tion as a matter of nice reſearch or enquiry, And as 
every thing uſeful or agreeable. muſt poſſeſs theſe 
qualities with regard either to the perſen him/elf or to 
Vor. IV. 3 other, 
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others, the compleat delineation or deſcription of megit 
_ ſeems to be performed as naturally as a ſhadow is caft- 
by the ſun, or an image is reflected upon water. If 
the ground, on which the ſhadow is caſt, be not 
broken and uneven z- nor the, ſurface, from. which the 
image is reflected, diſturbed and confuſed z a juſt 
figure is immediately, preſented, without any art or 
attention. And it ſeems a reaſonable preſumption, 
that ſyſtems and hypotheſes have perverted our natu- 
ral underſtanding ; when a theory, fo ſimple and ob- 
vious, could fo long have elcaped | the moſt elaborate 


examination. 


Bor however the caſe may have fared with philo- 
ſaphy ; in common life, theſe principles are ſtill im- 
plicitly maintained, nor is any other topic of praiſe 
or blame ever recurred to, when we employ any pa- 
negyric or ſatyr, any applauſe or cenſure of human 
action and behaviour. If we obſerve men, in every 
intercourſe 'of buſmeſs or pleaſure, in each diſcourſe 
and converſation ; we ſhall find them no where, ex- 
cept in the ſchools, at any loſs upon this ſubject. 
What fo natural, for inſtance, as the following dia- 

logue ? You are very happy, we ſhall ſuppoſe one to 
ſay, addrefling himſelf to another, that you have 
given your daughter to CLEaxTHEs, He is a man 
of honour and | humanity. Every one, who has 
any intercourſe with him, is ſure of fair and kind 

3 1 trreat- 
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treatment. I congratulate you too, ſays another, 
on the promiſing expectations of this ſon- in law; 
whoſe aſſiduous application to the ſtudy of the lu, 
whoſe quick penetration and early knowledge boch 
of men and buſineſs, prognoſticate the greateſt ho- 
nours and advancement F. You ſurpriſe me much, 
replies a third, when you talk of CLeanTHes as a 
man of buſineſs and application. I met him lately 
in a circle of the gayeſt company, and he was the 
very life and ſoul of our converſation : So much wit 
with good manners ; ſo much gallantry without affec- 
tation; ſo much ingenious knowledge ſo genteely de- 
livered, I have never before obſerved in any one f. 
You would admire him ſtill more, ſays a fourth, if 
you knew him more familiarly. That cheerfulneſs, 
which you might remark in him, is not a ſudden flaſh 
ſtruck out by company: It runs through the whole 
tenor of his life, and preſerves a perpetual ſerenity 
on his countenance, and tranquillity in his ſoul. He 
has met with ſevere trials, misfortunes, as well as 
dangers ; and by his greatneis of mind, was till ſu- 
perior to all of them ||]. The image, gentlemen, 


. 


. Qualitie: uſeful to others, 

+ Qualities uſeful to the perſon himſelf, 

t Qualities immediately agreeable to others. 

}| Qualities immediately agreeable to the perſon himſelf. 


T4 which 
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which you have here delineated of CLeanTHEs, ery 
I, is that of accompliſhed merit. Each of you has 
given a ſtroke of the pencil to his figure; and you 
have unawares exceeded all the pictures drawn by 
GRATIAN or CASTIGL1ONE. A philoſopher might 


ſele& this character as a model of perfect virtue. 


Arp as every quality, which is uſeful or agree- 
able to ourſelves or others,” is, in common life, al- 
lowed to be a part of perſonal merit; ſo no other 


will ever be received, where men judge of things by 
their natural, unprejudiced reaſon, without the delu- 
ſive gloſſes of ſaperſtition and falſe religion. Celi- 
bacy, faſting, penances, mortification, ſelf-denial, 
humility, ſilence, ſolitude, and the whote train of 
monkiſh virtues ; for what reaſon are they every 
where rejected by men of ſenſe, but becauſe they 
ſerve no manner of purpoſe; neither advance a man's 
fortune in the world, nor render him a more valuable 
member of ſociety ; neither qualify him for the enter- 
tainment of company, nor encreaſe his power of ſelf. 
enjoyment ? We obſerve, on the contrary, that they 
croſs all theſe deſirable ends; ſtupify the underſtanding 
and harden the heart, obſcure the fancy and four 
the temper. We juſtly, therefore, transfer them to 
the oppoſite column, and place. them in the catalogue 
of vices; nor has any ſuperſtition force fufficient, 


among men of the world, to pervert entirely theſe na- 
tural 


conclusion of the Wut x. 199 


tural ſentiments. A gloomy, hair-brained enthuſiaſt, 
after his death, may have place in the calendar ; but 
will ſcarce ever be admitted, when alive, into intima- 


cy and ſociety, except by thoſe who are as delirious 
and diſmal as himſelf. 


Ir ſeems a happineſs in the preſent theory, that it 
enters not into that vulgar diſpute concerning the 
degrees of benevolen:e or ſeit-love, wEi.h prevail in 


human nature; a diſpute which is never likely to 


have any iſſue, both becauſe men, who have taken 
party, are not eaſily convinced, and becauſe the ph. 
nomena, which can be proJuced on either fide, are 
ſo diſperſed, ſo uncertain, and ſubject to ſo any in. 
terpretations, that tis ſcarce poſſible accurately to 
compare them, or draw from them any determinate 


Inference or concluſion, Tis ſufficient for our pre- 


ſent purpoſe, if it be allowed, what ſurely, without 
the greateſt abſurdity, cannot be diſputed, that there 
is ſome benevolence, however ſmall, infuſed into our 


; boſom ; ſome ſpark. of friendſhip for human kind; 


ſome particle of the dove, kneaded into our frame, 
together with the elements of the wolf and ſerpent» 
Let theſe generous ſentiments be ſuppoſed ever fo 
weak ; let them be inſufficient to move even a hard 
or finger of our body; they mult ſtill direct the de- 
terminations of our mind, and where every thing elſe 
is equal, produce a cool preference of what is uſeful and 


er viceable to mankind, above what is pernicious and 


19 dangerous. 
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dangerous. A moral diſtinction, therefore, imme- 
diately ariſes; a general ſentiment of blame and ap- 
probation; a tendency, however faint, to the objects 
of the one, and a proportionable averſion to thoſe of 
the other. Nor will thoſe reaſoners, who ſo earneſtly 
maintain the predominant ſelfiſhneſs of human k ind, 
be any way ſcandalized at hearing of the weak ſenti- 
ments of virtue, implanted in our nature. On the 
contrary, they are found as ready to maintain the one 
tenet as the other, and their ſpirit of ſatyre (for ſuch 
it appears, rather than of corruption) naturally gives 
riſe to both opinions; which have, indeed, a great 
and alm oſt ind iſſoluble connection together. 


AvaRice, ambition, yanity, and all paſſions, vul- 
garly, though improperly, comprized under the de- 

nomination of / love, are here excluded from our 
theory concerning the origin of morals, not becauſe 
t 'ꝛey are too weak, but becauſe they have not a pro- 
per direction, for that purpoſe. The notion of moral; 
- implies | ſome ſentiment common to all mankind, 
which recommends the {ame object to general appro- 
- bation, and makes every man, or moſt men, agree in 
the ſame opinion or deciſion concerning it. It alſo 
- implies ſome ſentiment, ſo univerſal and comprehen- 
- five as to extend to all mankind, and render the ac- 
tions and conduct, even of the perſons the moſt re- 
- mote, an object of applauſe or cenſure, according as 
| they agree or diſagree with that rule of right, Which 


15 
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is eſtabliſhed. Theſe two requiſite circumſtances be- 
long alone to the ſeatiment of humanity here inſiſted 
on. The other paſſions produce, in every breatt, 
many ſtrong ſentiments. of deſire and averſign, aftec- 
tion and hatred ; but theſe neither are felt ſo much in 
common, nor are fo comprchenſive, as to be the 
foundation of any general ſyſtem and eſtabliſhed theory 
of blame or approbation. . 


Wut a man denominates another his enemy, his 
rival, his antagoniſt, his adverſary, he is underſtood 
to ſpeak the language of ſelf-love, and to expreſs ſen- 
timents, peculiar to himſelf, and arifing from his par- 
ticular circumitances and ſituation, But when he be- 
tows on any man the epithets of vii Or 04:04 or 
gdepravved, he then ſpeaks another language, and ex- 
preſſes ſentiments, in which, he expects, all his au- 
dience are to concur with him. He muſt here, there- 
fore, depart from his private and particular ſituation, 
and muſt chooſe a point of view, common to him with 
others: He muſt move ſome univerſal principle of the 
human frame, and touch a firing, to which all man- 
kind have an accord and ſymphony. If. he means, 
therefore, to expreſs, that this man poſſeſſes quali- 
ties, whoſe tendency is pernicious to ſociety, he has 
choſen this common point of view, and has touched 
the principle of humanity, in which every man, in 
ſome degree, concurs, While the human heart is 
compounded of the ſame elements as at preſent, it 

I 4 will 
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will never be wholly indifferent to the good of man- 
kind, nor entirely unaffected with the tendencies of 
characters and manners. And though this affection 
of humanity may not generally be eſteemed ſo ſtrong, 
as vanity or ambition, yet, being common to all 
men, it can alone be the foundation of morals, or of 
any general ſyſtem of conduct and behaviour. One 
man's ambition is not another's ambition; nor will 
the fame event or object ſatisfy both: But the huma- 
nity of one man is the humanity of every one j and 
the ſame object touches this paſſion i in all human 


creatures. 


| bor the ſentiments, which ariſe ſrom humanity, are 
not only the ſame in all human creatures, and produce 
the ſame approbation or cenſure; but they alſo com- 
prehend all human creatures; nor is there any one, 
whoſe conduct or character is not, by their means, an 
object, to every one, of cenſure or approbation. On 
the contrary, thoſe other paſſions, commonly deno- 
minated ſelſiſn, both produce different ſentiments in 
each individual, according to his particular ſituation; 
and alſo contemplate the greateſt part of mankind with 
the utmoſt indifference and unconcern. Whoever has 
a high regard and eſteem for me flatters my vanity 
whoever expreſſes contempt mortifies and diſpleaſes 
me: But as my name is known but to a ſmall part of 
mankind, there are few, who come within the ſphere 


of this paſſion," or excite, on its account, either my 
a aflection 
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affection or diſguſt. Bat if you repreſent atyrannical, 
inſolent, or barbarous behaviour, in any country 
or in any age of the world; I ſoon carry my eye to 
the pernicious tendency of ſuch a conduct, and feel 
the ſentiments of repugnance and diſpleaſure towards 
it, No character can be ſo remote as to be, in this 
light, wholly indifferent to me, What is beneficial to 
ſociety or to the perſon himſelf muſt ſtill be preferred. 
And every quality or action, of every human being, 
muſt, by this means, be ranked under ſome claſs 
or denomination, expreſſive of general cenſure or 


applauſe. 

Wuar more, therefore, can we aſk to diflinguiſh 
the ſentiments, dependant on humanity, from thoſe 
connected with any. other . paſſion, or to ſati:fy us, 


why the former are the origin of morals, and not the 


latter? Whatever conduct gains my approbation, by 
touching my humanity, procures alſo the applauſe of 
all mankind, by affecting the ſame principle in 
them: But what ſerves my avarice or ambition 
pleaſes only theſe paſſions in me, and affects not the 
avarice and ambition of the reſt of mankind, No 
conduct in any man, which has à beneficial tendency, 
but is agreeable to my humanity, howeyer f remote © 
che perſon : But every man, ſo far removed 25 neither 
to croſs nor ſerve my avarice and ambidon, is re- 
garded as who!ly indifferent by choſe paſſicns. The 
e therefore, betwixt theſe ſpecies of ſenti- 


— — 
— — — — — — — 
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ment being ſo great and evident, language muſt ſoon 
be moulded upon it, and muſt invent a peculiar ſet of 
terms, in order to expreſs thoſe univerſal ſentiments 


of cenſure, or approbation, which ariſe from huma- 


nity, or from views of general uſefulneſs and its con- 
tary. VIRTUE, and VICE become then known : 


Morals are recognized: Certain general ideas are 
framed of human conduct and behaviour: Such mea- 
ſures are expected from men, in ſuch ſituations: 
This action is determined to be conformable to our 
abſtract rule; that other, contrary. And by ſuch 
univerſal principles are the particular ſentiments of 
ſelf- love oy: controuled and limited RE, 


Lay ;1 
* — * — * . ne « Py « LETS 1 
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It ſeems certain, both from reaſon and experience, that a 
*ude; untaught ſavage regulates chiefly his love and hatred by the 
ideas of private utility and injury, and has but faint conceptions 

of u general rule or ſyſtem of behaviour. The man who ſtands 
oppoſite- to him in battle, he hates heartily, not only for the 
$reſent moment, which is, almoſt unavoidable, but for ever 
after.z por is he fatisfied without the moſt extreme puniſhment 
and. vengeance. But we, accuſtomed to ſociety, and to more 
enlarged reflect ions, conſider, that this man is ſerving his own 
country and community; that any man, in the ſame ſituation, 


would 46 the fame; that we ourſelves, in like circumſtances, 
"obſerve a like conduct; that in general human fociety is beſt 


- ſupported on ſuch maxim: And by theſe ſuppoſitions and views, 


Ve cottect, in. ſorne meaſure, our rudęr and narrower paſſions. 


y 


1 0 


my wy * * +. 
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Fx 0M inſtances of popular tumults, ſeditions, fac- 
tions, panics, and of all paſſions, which are ſhared 
with a multitude ; we may learn the influence of ſo- 
ciety, in exciting and ſupporting any emotion; while 
the moſt ungovernable diſorders are raiſed, we find, 
by. that means, from the ſlighteſt and moſt frivolous 
occaſions. Soto was no very cruel, though, per. 
haps, an unjuſt legiſlator, who puniſhed neuters in 
civil wars; and few, I believe, would, in ſuch caſes, 
incur the penalty, were their affection and diſcourſe 
allowed ſufficient to abſolve them. No ſelfiſhneſs, 
and ſcarce any philoſophy, have there force ſufficient 
to ſupport a total coolneſs and indifference ; and he 
muſt be more or leſs than man, who kindles not in 


the common blaze. What wonder then, that moral 


ſentiments are found of ſuch influence in life; though 
ſpringing from principles, which may appear, at firſt 
ſight, ſomewhat ſmall and delicate ? But theſe princi- 
ples, we muſt remark, are ſocial and univerſal : They 


by private conſiderations of benefit and harm, we pay, at leaſt, 
this homage to general rules, which we are accuſtomed to re- 


ſpect, that we commonly pervert our adverſary's conduct, by 


imputing malice or injuſtice to him, in order to give vent to 
thoſe paſſions, which ariſe from ſelf- love and private intereft, 
When the heart is full of rage, it never wants pretexts of this 


nature; though ſometimes as frivolous, as thoſe, from which 


Hon Ac, being almoſt cruſhed by the fall of a tree, affects to 
tecuſe of parricide the firſt planter of it. 


I 6 form, 
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form, in a manner, the party of Bum kind againſt 
vice or diſorder, its common enemy: And as the be- 
nevolent concern for others is diffuſed, in a greater or 
leſs degree, over all men, and is the ſame in all, it 
occurs more frequently in diſcourſe, is cheriſhed by 
| fociety and converſation, and the blame and approba- 
tion, conſequent on it, are thereby rouzed from that 
lethargy, into which they are probably lulled, in ſoli- 
tary and uncultivated nature. Other paſſions, tho 
perhaps originally ſtronger, yet being ſelfiſh and pri- 
vate, are often overpowered by its force, and yield 
the dominion of our breaſt to thoſe ſocial and 13 
re 3600 


Axor RK ſpring of our conſtitution, that brings 
great addition of force to moral ſentiment, is, the 
love of fame; which rules, with ſuch uncontrolled 
authority, in all generous minds, and - is often the 
grand object of all their deſigns and undertakings. By 
our continual and earneſt purſuit of a character, a 
name, a reputation in the world, we bring our own 
deportment and conduct frequently in review, and 
conſider how they appear in the eyes of thoſe, who 
approach and regard us. This conſtant habit of ſur- 
veying ourſelf, as it were, in reflection, keeps 
alive all the ſentiments of right and wrong, and be- 
gets in noble natures, a certain reverence for them- 
elves as well as others; which is the ſureſt guardian 
of every virtue. The animal conveniencies and plea- 
| lures 
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ſures ſink gradually in their value; while every in- 
ward beauty and moral grace is ſtudiouſly acquired, 
and the mind is accompliſhed in each perfection, which 
can-adorn or embelliſh a rational creature. 


Here is the moſt perfect morality with which we 
are acquainted ; Here is diſplayed the force of many 


ſympathies. Our moral ſentiment is itſelf a feeling 


chiefly of that nature: And our regard to a character 
with others ſeems to ariſe only from a care of preſery- 
ing a character with ourſelyes, and to obtain this end, 
we find it neceſſary to prop our tottering judgment on 
the correſpondent approbation of mankind. 3 


Bur, in order to accommodate matters, and re- 
move, if poſſible, every difficulty, let us allow all 
theſe reaſonings to be falſe. Let us allow, that when 
we reſolve the "pleaſure, which ariſes from views of 
utility, into the ſentiments of humanity and ſympa- 
thy, we have embraced a wrong hypotheſis. Let. us 
confeſs it neceſſary to find ſome other explication of 
that applauſe, which is paid to objects, whether in- 
animate, animate, or rational, if they baye a tenden- 
cy to promote the welfare and advantage of mankind. 
However difficult it be to conceive, that an object is 


approved of, on account of its tendency. to a certain 


end, while the end itſelf is totally indifferent; let us 
ſwallow this abſurdity, and conſider what are the con- 
uU The preceding delineation or definition of 

f VIR- 
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VIRTUE muſt till retain its evidenee and authority: 
It muſt ſtill be allowed, that every quality of the 
mind, Which is 2% or agreeable to the perſon himſelf 
or to others, communicates a pleaſure to the ſpectator, 
engages his eſteem, and is admitted under the honour. 
able denomination of virtue or merit. Are not juſtice, 
Kdelity, honour, veracity, allegiance, chaſtity, ef. 
teemed ſolely on account of their tendency to pro- 
mote the good of ſociety? Is not that tendency inſe- 
; parable from humanity, benevolence, lenity, genero- 
fity, gratitude, moderation, tenderneſs, friendſhip, 
and all the other ſocial virtues ? Can it poſſibly be 
doubted, that induſtry, diſcretion, frugality, ſecrecy, 
order, perſeverance, forethought, judgment, and the 
whole claſs of virtues, of which many pages would 
not contain the catalogue; can it be doubted, I ſay, - 
that the tendency of theſe virtues to promote the in- 
tereſt and happineſs of their poſſeſſor, is the ſole 
foundation of their merit? Who can diſpute that a 
wind, which ſupports a perpetual ſerenity and cheer- 
fulneſs, a noble dignity and undaunted fpirit, a tender 
affection and good · will to all around; as it has more 
enjoyment within itſelf, is alſo a more animating and 
rejoicing ſpectacle, than if dejected with melancholy, 
tormented with anxiety, irritated with rage, or ſunk 
into che moſt abject baſeneſs and degeneracy? And 
as td the qualities, immediately agreeable to others, 
they ſpeak ſufficiently for themſelves; and he muſt be 


3 indeed, either — temper, or in his 
ſituation 
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ſituation and circumſtances, who has never perceived 
the charms of a facetious wit or flowing affability, of a 
delicate modeſty or decent genteelneſs of addreſs = 


manner. 


I aw ſenſible, that nothing can be more unphiloſo- 
phical than to be poſitive or dogmatical on any ſub- 
ject; and that, even if exce/ive ſcepticiſm» could be 
maintained, it would not be more deſtrufive to all 
juſt reaſoning and enquiry. I am convinced, that, 
where men are the moſt ſure and arrogant, they are 
commonly the moſt miſtaken, and have there given 
reins to paſſion, without that proper deliberation and 
ſuſpence, which can alone ſecure them from the groſ- 
ſeſt abſurdities. Yet I muſt confeſs, that this enume- 
ration puts the matter in ſo ſtrong a light, that I can- 
not, at fre/ent, be more aſſured of any truth, which 
learn from reaſoning and argument, than that vir- 
tue conſiſts entirely in the uſefulneſs or agreeableneſs 
of qualities to the perſon himſelf poſſeſſed of them, or 
to others, who have any intercourſe with him. But 


when 1 that, though the bulk and figure of the 


earth | 
motions of the tides have been accounted for, the or- 


der and ceconomy of the heavenly bodies ſubjected to 


ave been meaſured and delineated, though the 


their proper laws, and INFINITE itſelf reduced to 


calculation; yet men ſtill diſpute concerning the foun- 


dation of their moral duties : When I refle& on this, | 
I Gy, I fall back into diftdence and ſcepticiſm, and 
ſuſpect, 
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ſuſpect, chat an hypotheſis, ſo obvious, had it been a 
true one, would, long ere now, have been received 
W 
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Havino explained the moral 3 attending | 
virtue, there remains nothing, but to conſider briefly 
our intereſted obligation to it, and to enquire, whether 
every man, who has any regard to his on happineſs 
and welfare, will not beſt find his account in the prac- 
tice of every moral duty. If this can be clearly af- 
certained from the foregoing theory, we ſhall have 
rhe ſatisfaction to reflect, that we have advanced prin- 

_ ciples, which not only, 'tis hoped, will fland the teſ 
of reaſoning and enquiry, but may contribute to the 
amendment of men 's lives, and their i improvement in 
morality - and ſocial virtue. And though the philoſo- 
Phical truth of any propoſition by no means depends 
on its tendency, to promote the intereſts of ſociety ; 
yet a man has but a bad grace, who delivers a theory, 
however true, which, he muſt confeſs, leads to a 
practice dangerous and pernicious. Why rake into 
10 thoſe, corners of nature, which ſpread a nuiſance all 
' - around ? Why dig up the peſtilence from the pit, 
i 1 in which it is buried The ingedviry of your reſrat- 
bi ches may be admited; but your ſyſtems will be deteſ- 
| 50 ; And mankind will agiee, if they cannot re- 
104 * ſute 
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fate them, to ſink them, at leaſt, in eternal ſilence 
and oblivion. Truths, Which are pernicious to ſociety, 
if any ſuch there be, will yield to errors, which are 
lalutary and e pon 


Bur what philoſophical truths can be more advan- 
tageous to ſociety, than thoſe here delivered, which 
repreſent virtue in all her genuine and moſt engaging 
charms, and make us approach her with eaſe, fami- 
liarity, and affection? The diſmal dreſs falls off, 
with which many divines, and ſome philoſophers 
had covered her; and nothing appears but gentle- 
neſs, humanity, beneficence, affability ; nay even, 
at proper intervals, play, frolic, and gaiety. She 
talks not of uſeleſs aufterities and rigours, ſuffering 
and ſelf-denial. She declares, that her ſole purpoſe 
is, to make her votaries and all mankind, during 
every inſtant of their exiſtence, if poſlible, cheerful 
and happy ; nor does ſhe ever willingly part with 
any pleaſure but in hopes of ample compenſation in 
ſome other period of their lives. The ſole trouble 
which ſhe demands is that of juſt calculation, and a 
Ready preference of the greater happineſs, And if any 
auſtere pretenders approach her, enemies to joy and 
pleaſure, ſhe either rejects them as hypocrites and 
deceivers; or if ſhe admits them in her train, 
they are ranked, however, among the leaſt fayoured 
of her votaries, 


Ass 
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Aus indeed, to drop all figurative expreſſion, what 
hopes can we ever have of engaging mankind to a 


practice, which we confeſs fall, of auſterity and rigour ! 


Or what morality can ever ſerve any uſeful purpoſe, 
unleis it can ſhow, by a particular detail, that all the 
duties, which it recommends, are alſo the true inte- 
reſt of each individual? The peculiar advantage of 
the foregoing theory, ſeems to be, that it furniſhcs 
proper mediums for that purpoſe, 


Tua the virtues which are immediately 2/Cul or 
agreea ble to the perſon poſſeſſed of them, are deſire- 


able in a view to ſelf-intereſt, it would ſurely be ſu- 


perfluous to prove. Moraliſts indeed, may ſpare them- 


felves all the pains, which they often take in gecom- 


mending theſe duties. To what purpoſe collect argu- 
ments to evince, that temperance is advantageous, 


and che exceſſes of pleaſure hurtful? When it appears, 


that theſe exceſſes are only denominated ſuch, becauſe 
they are hurtful; and that, if the unlimited uſe of ſtrong 


. liquors, for inſtance, no more impaired health or the 


faculties of the mind and body than the uſe of air or 
water, it WONT - not de a whit more vicious or blame- 


able. | 


| Ir ſcems equally ſuperſſuous to prove, that the 


. companionable virtues of good manners and wit, de- 
cency and genteelneſs, are more deſirable than the 


eontrary qualities. Vanity alone, without other con- 
& / ſiderations, 
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fiderations, is a ſufficient motive to make us wiſh the 
poſſeſſion of theſe accompliſhments. No man was 
ever willingly deficient in this particular. All our 
failures here proceed from bad education, want of ca- 


pacity, or a perverſe and unpliable diſpoſition. 


Would you have your company coveted, admired, 
followed ; rather than hated, deſpiſed, avoided ? Can 
any one ſeriouſly deliberate in the caſe ? As no enjoy- 
ment is fincere, without ſome reference to company 
and ſociety 3 ſo no ſociety can be agreeable or even 
tolerable, Where a man feels his preſence unwelcome, 
and diſcovers all around him ſymptoms of diſguſt and 
arerſion. 


Bur 8 in the greater bu or confederacy of 
mankind, ſhould not the caſe be the ſame as in parti- 
cular clubs and companies? Why is it more doubtful, 
that the enlarged virtues of humanity, generoſity, 
beneficence, are defirable with a view to happineſs and 
ſelf-intereſt, than the limited endowments of ingenui- 
ty and politeneſs ? Are we apprehenſive, leſt thoſe 
ſocial affections have a greater and more immediate 
interference, than any other purſuits, with private 
utility, and cannot be gratified, without ſome impor- 
tant ſacrifices of honour and advantage? If ſo, we are 
but ill inſtructed in the nature of the human paſſions, 


and are more influenced by verbal diſtinctions than by 
real differences, 


Wur- 
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 WnrarTever contradiction may vulgarly be up. 
poſed betwixt the ſelſſb and ſocial ſentiments or dif. 
Poſitions, they are really no more oppoſite than ſelfiſh 
and ambitious, ſelfiſh and revengeful, ſelfiſh and vain, 
*Tis requiſite, that there be an original propenſity of 
ſome kind, in order to be a baſis to ſelf-love, by giv- 
ing a reliſh to the objects of its purſuit ; and none 
more kit for this purpoſe than benevolence or humani- 
ty. The goods of fortune are ſpent in one gratifica- 
tion or other: The miſer, who accumulates his annual 
income, and lends it out at intereſt, has really ſpent 
it in the gratification of his avarice. And it would be 
difficult to ſhow, why a man is more a loſer by a ge- 
nerous action, than by any other method of expence ; 
ſince the utmoſt which he can attain, by the moſt ela- 
2 {clfiſhneſs, is the indulgence of ſome affeRion, 


Now if life, 1 paſſion, muſt be altogether i in- 
Gpid and tireſome ; let a man ſuppoſe that he has full 
power of modelling his own diſpoſition, and let him 
deliberate what appetite or deſire he would chooſe for 
the foundation of his happineſs and enjoyment. 
Every affection, he would obſerve, when gratified by 
ſucceſs, gives a ſatisfation proportioned. to its force 
and violence ; but beſides this advantage, common to 
all, the immediate feeling of benevolence and friend- 
. ſhip, humanity and kindneſs, is ſweet, ſmooth, ten- 
der, and agreeable, independent of all fortune and 
accidents. Theſe virtues are beſides attended with a 


pleaſing 
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pleaſing conſciouſneſs or remembrance, and keep us 
in humour with ourſelves as well as others; while we 
retain the agreeable reflection of having done our part 
towards mankind and ſociety. And though all men 
ſhow a jealouſy of our ſucceſs in the purſuits of avarice 
and ambition; yet are we almoſt ſure of their good- 
will and good-wiſhes, ſo long as we perſevere in the 
paths of virtue, and employ ourſel ves in the execution 
of generous plans and purpoſes. What other paſſion 
is there where we ſhall find ſo many advantages 
united; an agreeable ſentiment, a pleaſing conſciouſ- 
neſs, a good reputation? But of theſe truths, we may 
obſerve, men are, of themſelves, pretty much con- 


vinced ; nor are they deficient in their duty to ſociety, 


becauſe they would not wiſh to be generous, friendly, 


and humane ; but becauſe they do not feel themſelves 
ſuch, 


TxEATING vice with the greateſt candour, and 
making it all poſlible conceſſion*, we muſt acknow- 
ledge, that there is not, in any inſtance, the ſmalleſt 
pretext for giving it the preference above virtue, with 
a view to ſelf-intereſt ; except, perhaps, in the caſe of 
Juſtice, where a man, taking things in a certain light, 
may often ſeem to be a loſer by his integrity. And 
though it is allowed, that, without a regard to pro- 
perty, no fociety could ſubſiſt; yet according to the 
imperfet way, in which human affairs are conducted, 
a fenſible knave, in particular mcidents, may think, 

mn that 
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"that an aft of iniquity or infidelity will make a con- 
fiderable addition to his fortune, without cauſing any 


conſiderable breach in the ſocial union and confedera- 
cy. That honeſty is the beſt policy, may be a good ge- 
neral rule ; but is liable to many exceptions : And he, 
it may, perhaps, be judged, conducts himſelf with 
moſt wiſdom, who obſerves the general rule, and takes 
* of all the —— 


al MUST confel em if a man thinks, that Antes 
ſoning much requires an anſwer, it will be a little dif- 
ficult to find any, which will to him appear ſatis factory 
and convincing. If his heart rebels not againſt ſuch 
pernicious maxims, if he feels no reluctanee to the 
thoughts of villainy or baſeneſs, he has indeed loſt a 
conſiderable motive to virtue; and we may expect, 
that his practice will be anſwerable to his ſpeculation. 
But in all ingenuous natures, the antipathy to trea- 
chery and roguery is too ſtrong to be counterballanced 
by any views of profit or pecuniary advantage. In- 
ward peace of mind, conſciouſneſs of integrity, a ſa- 
tisfactory view of our own conduct; theſe are circum- 
ſtances very requiſite to happineſs, and will be cheriſh- 
ed and cultivated by every honeſt nk, who feels the 


4-1 E 
i whoa beſides, the frequerit caſuAion'of 


| ſeeing knaves, with all their pretended cunning and 


_ betrayed by theirown maxims ; and while they 
purpoſe 
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purpoſe to cheat with moderation and ſecrecy, a 
tempting incident occurs, nature is frail, and they- 
give into the ſnare ; whende they can never extricate 
themſelves, without a total loſs of reputation, and the 
forfeiture of all future truſt and confidence with man- 
kind. 


Zur were they ever ſo ſecret and ſucceſsful, the 
honeſt man, if he has any tincture of philoſophy, or 
even common obſervation and reflection, will diſ- 
cover, that they themſelves are, in the end, the great- 
eſt dupes, and have ſacrificed the invaluable enjoyment 
of a character, with themſelves at leaſt, for the acqui- 
ſition of worthleſs toys and gewgaws. How little is 
requiſite to ſupply the nece/ities of nature? And in a 
view to pleaſure, what compariſon between the un- 
bought ſatis ſactions of converſation, ſociety, ſtudy, 
even health and the common beauties of nature, but 
above all the peaceful reflection on one's own conduct: 
What compariſon, I ſay, between theſe, and the fe- 
yeriſh, empty amuſements of luxury and expence ? 
Theſe natural pleaſures, indeed, are really without 
price; both becauſe they are below all price in their 
attainment, and above it in their enjoyment. 


— 
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APPENDIX I. 


Concerning Moral SENTIMENT. 


F the foregoing hypotheſis be received, it will now 

be eaſy: for us to determine the queſtion firſt 
ſtarted *, concerning the general principles of mo- 
rals; and tho' we poſtponed the deciſion of that 
queſtion, leſt it ſhould then involve us in intricate 
ſpeculations, which are unfit for moral diſcourſes, we 
may reſume it at preſent, and examine how far either 
reaſon or ſentiment enters into all determinations of 
praiſe or cenſure. 


Tus chief foundation of moral praiſe being ſup- 
poſed to lie in the uſefulneſs of any quality or action; 
'tis evident, that reaſon muſt enter for a conſiderable 
ſhare in all determinations of this kind; ſince no- 
thing but that faculty can inſtruct us in the tendency 
of qualities and actions, and point out their benefi- 
cial conſequences to ſociety and to their poſſeſſors. 
In many caſes, this is an affair liable to great contro- 
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verſy: Doubts may ariſe; oppoſite intereſts occur; 


and a preference muſt be given to one ſide, from very 
nice views, and a ſmall overballance of utility. This 


is particularly remarkable in queſtions with regard to 
juſtice; as. is, indeed, natural to ſuppoſe, from that 
ſpecies of utility, which attends this virtue . Were 
every fingle inſtance of juſtice, like that of benevo- 
lence, ufeful to fociety ; this would be a more ſimple 
ſtate of the caſe, and ſeldom liable to great contro- 
verſy. But as fingle inſtances of juſtice are often 


pernicious in their firſt and immediate tendency, and 


as the advantage to ſociety reſults only from the ob. 
ſervance of the general rule, and from the concurrence 


and combination of ſeveral perſons in the ſame equi- 


table conduct; the caſe here becomes more intricate 
and involved. The various circumſtances of ſociety; 
the various conſequences of any practice; the various 
intereſts, which may be propoſed : Theſe on many 
occaſians are doubtful, and ſubject to great diſcuſſion 


and enquiry. The object of municipal laws is to fix 
all queſtions with regard to juſtice: The debates of 


civilians; the reflections of politicians; the prece- 
dents of hiſtories and public records, are all directed 
to the ſame purpoſe. And a very accurate rea/on or 
judgment is often requiſite, to give the true determi- 
nation, amidſt ſuch intricate doubts ariſing from ob- 
ſcure or oppoſite utilities. 
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Bur tho! reaſon, when fully aſſiſted and improved, 
be ſufficient to inſtruct us in the pernicious or uſeful 
tendencieswf qualities and actions; it is not alone 
ſuffcient to produce any motal blame or approbation. 
Utility is only a tendency to a certain end; and were 
the end totally indifferent to us, we ſhould feel the 
ſame indifference towards the means. Tis requiſite a 
fentiment ſhould here diſplay itſelf,” in order to give a 
preference to the uſeful above the pernicious tenden- 
cies. This ſentiment can be no other than a feeling 
for the happineſs of mankind, and a reſentment of 
their miſery ; ſince theſe are the different ends, which 
virtue and vice have a tendency to promote. Here, 
therefore, reaſon inſtructs us in the ſeveral tendencies 
of actions, and humanity makes a diſtinction in favour 
of thoſe, which are uſeful and beneficial. 


T'x1s partition between the faculties of underſtand- 


ing and ſentiment, in all moral deciſions, ſeems clear 


from the preceding hypotheſis, But I ſhall ſuppoſe 


that hypotheſis falſe : It will then be requiſite to look 


out for ſome other theory,” that may be ſatisfactory 3 


and I dare venture to affirm, that none ſuch will 
ever be found, ſo long as we ſuppoſe reaſon to be 
the ſole ſource of morals. To prove this, it will be 


proper to weigh the five following conſiderations, 


I, *T 18 eaſy for a falſe hypotheſis to maintain ſome 
*pprarance of truth, while it keeps wholly in gene- 
R 2 rals, 
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rals, makes uſe of undefined terms, and employ; 


compariſons, inſtead of inſtances. This is particu. 
larly. remarkable in that philoſophy, which aſcribes 
the diſcernment of all moral diſtinctions to reaſon 
alone, without the concurrence of ſentiment. Tis 


_ impoſſible, in any particular inftance, that this hy- 


potheſis can ſo much as be rendered. intelligible; 
whatever ſpecious figure it may make in, general de- 
clamations and. diſcourſes, Examine the crime of 
ingratitude, for inſtance ; which has place, wherever 
we obſerve. good · will, expreſſed and known together 
with, good offices performed, on the one ſide, and a 
return of ill- will or indifference, with il|-oftices or 
negle& on the other: Anatomize all theſe circum- 
ſtances, and. examine, by your reaſon alone, in what 
conſiſts the demerit or blame: You never will come 
to any iſſue or concluſion. 


| Rxason judges either of matter of fact or of rela- 


tions. Enquire then, fr, where is that matter of 


fact, which we here call crime ; point it out; deter- 
mane the time of its exiſtence ; deſcribe its eſſence or 
nature; explain the ſenſe or faculty, to which it diſ- 
covers itſelf. It reſides in the mind of the perſon, 
who is ungrateful. He muſt, therefore, feel it, and 
be conſcious of it. But nothing is there, except the 
paſſion of ill- will or abſolute indifference. You can- 
not ſay, that theſe, of themſelves, always, and in all 
circumſtances, are crimes. No: They are only 

crimes, 
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crimes, when directed towards perſons, who have 
before expreſſed and diſplayed good will towards us. 
Conſequently, we may infer, that the crime of in- 
gratitude is not any particular individual fa# ; but 
ariſes from a complication of circumſtances, which, 
being preſented to the ſpectator, excites the /entiment 
of blame, by the particular ſtructure and fabric of 
his mind. 


Tarrs repreſentation, you ſay, is falſe. Crime, 
indeed, conſiſts not in a particular fa#, of whoſe re- 


ality we are aſſured by reaſon : But it conſiſts in cer- 


tain moral relations, diſcovered by reaſon, in the fame 
manner as we diſcover, by reaſon, the truths of ge- 
ometry or algebra. But what are the relations, I aſe, 


of which you here talk? In the caſe ſtated above, 1 


ſee firſt good will and good offices, in one perſoa ; 
then ill-will and ill-offices in the other. Between 
theſe, there is the relation of contrariety. Does the 
crime conſiſt in that relation? But ſuppoſe a perſon 
bore me ill-will or did me ill-offices; and I, in re- 
turn, were indifferent towards him, or did him good- 
offices: Here is the ſame relation of contraritey; and 
yet my conduct is often highly laudable. Twiſt and 
turn this matter, as much as you wall, you can never 
reſt the morality on relation ; but muſt have recourſe 
to the decifions of ſentiment, 
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War tis affirmed, that two and three are equi 
to the half of ten; this relation of equality, I un- 
derſtand perfectly. I conceive, that if ten be divided 
into two parts, of which one has as many units as 
the other; and if any of theſe parts be compared 
to two added to three, it will contain as many units 
as that compound number. But when you draw 
thence a compariſon to moral relations, I own, that 
I am altogether at a loſs to underſiand you, A 
moral action, a erime, ſuch as ingratitude, is a com- 
plicated object. Does the morality conſiſt in the 
relation of its parts to each other. How ? After 
what manner ? Specify the 1elation :- Be more parti- 
cular and explicite in your propoſitions; and you 
will eaſily ſee their falſnood. 


No, fay you, the morality conſiſts in the relation 
of actions to the rule of right; and they are deno- 
minated good or ill, according as they agree or dil. 
agree with it. What then is this rule of right? In 
what does it conſiſt? How is it determined ? By 
reaſon, you'll ſay, which examines the” moral relations 
of actions. So that moral relations are determined 
by the compariſon of actions to a rule. And that 
rule is determined by conſidering the moral relations 
of objects. Is not this fine reaſoning ? 


AL1 this is metaphyſics, you cry. That 1 
enough: There needs nothing more to give a ſtrong 
preſumption of falſhood. Yes, replied I: Here are 

| metaphyſics 
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metaphyſics ſurely : But they are all on your ſide, 
who advance an abſtruſe hypotheſis, which can never 
be made intelligible, nor quadrate with any parti- 
cular inftance or illuſtration. The hypotheſis which 
we embrace is plain. It maintains, that: morality is 
determined by ſentiment. K defines virtue to be, 
whatever mental action or quality gives to a ſpectator the 
pleafing ſentiment of approbation; and vice the contrary: 
We then proceed to examine a plain matter of fact, wiz. 
what actions have this influenee: We conſider all 
the circumſtances, in which theſe actions agree: And. 
from thence endeavour to extract ſome general ob- 
ſervations with regard to theſe ſentiments, If yow 
call this metaphyſics, and find any thing abſtruſe here; 
you need only conclude, that your. turn of mind is 


not ſuited to the moral ſciences. 


IT. Waen a man, at any time, deliberates con- 
cerning his own conduct, (as, whether he had bet. 
ter, in a particular emergence, aſſiſt a brother or a 
benefactor) he muſt conſider theſe ſeparate relations, 
with the whole circumſtances and fituation of the 
perſons, in order to determine the ſuperior duty and 
obligation: And in order to determine the propor- 
tion of lines in any triangle, tis neceſſary to examine 
the nature of that figure, and the relations, which its 
ſeveral parts bear to each other. But notwithſtanding 
this appearing ſimilarity in the two caſes, there is, at 


the bottom, an extreme difference between them, 
K 4 A ſpe- 
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A Saculative reaſoner concerning triangles or circles 
"conſiders the ſeveral known and given relations of 
the parts of theſe figures; and from thence infers 
ſome unknown relation, which is dependent on the 
former. But in moral deliberations, we muſt be ac- 
quainted, before-hand, with all the objects, and all 
the relations to each other; and from a compariſon 
of the whole, fix our choice or approbation. No 
new fact to be aſcertained: No new relation to be 
diſcovered. The whole circumſtances of the caſe are 
ſuppoſed to be laid before us, ere we can fix any ſen- 
tence of blame or approbation, If any material 
circumſtance be yet unknown or doubtful, we muſt 
' firſt employ our enquiry or intellectual faculties to 
aſſure us of it; and muſt ſuſpend for a time all moral 
decifion or ſentiment. While we are ignorant, whe- 
ther a man was aggreſſor or not, how can we deter- 
mine whether the perſon, who killed him, be crimi- 
nal or innocent? But aſter every circumſtance, every 
relation is known, the underſtanding has no far- 
ther room to operate, nor any object, on which it 


could employ itſelf. The approbation or blame, 


which then enſues, cannot be the work of the judg- 
ment, but of the heart; and is not a ſpeculative pro- 
poſition or affirmation, but an active feeling or ſen- 
timent. In the diſquifitions of the underſtanding, 


from known circumſtances and relations, we infer 


ſome new and unknown. In moral deciſions, the 
whole 
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whole circumſtances and relations muſt be antece- 
dently known ; and the mind, from the contempla- 
tion of the whole, feels ſome new impreſſion of af- 
fection or diſguſt, eſteem or contempt, approbatjon 


or blame. 


Hence the great difference between a miſtake of 
ad and one of right; and hence the reaſon, why the 
one is commonly criminal and not. the other. When 
Epirus killed Laivs, he was ignorant of the rela- 
tion, and from circumſtances, innocent and involun- 
tary, formed erroneous opinions concerning the ac- 
tion which he committed. But then NERO killed 
AGRIPPINA, all the relations between himſelf and 
the perſon, and all the circumſtances of the fact were 
antecedently knawn to him : But the motive of re- 
venge, or fear or intereſt, prevailed in his ſavage 
heart over the ſentiments of duty and humanity. And 
when we expreſs that deteſtation againſt him, to 
which he, himſelf, in a little time, became inſenſible; 
'tis not, that we ſee any relations, of which he was 
ignorant, but that, from the rectitude of our diſpoſi- 
tion, we feel ſentiments, againſt which he was har- 
dened, from flattery and a long perſeverance in the 
moſt enormous. crimes, In theſe ſentiments, then, 
not a diſcovery of relations of any kind, do all mo- 
ral determinations conſiſt. Before we can pretend to 
form any decifion of this kind, every thing muſt be 
known and aſcertained on the fide of the object or 

K 5 action. 
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action. Nothing remains but to feel, on our part, 
ſome ſentiment of blame or approbation ; whence 
we pronounce the action criminal or virtuous. 


III. Txrs doctrine will become ſtill more evident, 
if we compare moral beauty with natural, to which, 
in many particulars, it bears ſo near a reſemblance. 
*Tis on the proportion, relation, and poſition of parts, 
that all natural beauty depends; but it would be ab- 
ſurd thence to infer, that the perception of beauty, 
like that of truth in geometrical problems, conſiſts 
wholly in the perception of relations, and was per- 
ſormed entirely by the underſtanding or intellectual 
faculties. In all the ſciences, our mind, from the 
known relations, inveſtigates the unknown : But in 


all decifions of taſte or external beauty, the whole re- 


lations are before hand- obvious to the eye; and we 


thence proceed to feel a ſentiment of complacency or 
_ diſguſt, according to the nature of the object, and 
diſpoſition of our organs. 


Eci has fully explained all the qualities of the 


cirele; but has not, in any propoſition, ſaid a word 


of its beauty. The reaſon is evident. The beauty 


is not a quality of the circle. It lies not in any 


part of the line, whoſe parts are equally diſtant from 
a common center. It is only the effect, which that 
$gure operates upon the mind, whoſe peculiar fabric 
or ſtructure renders it ſuſceptible of ſuch ſentiments. 


Js 
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In vain would you look for it in the circle, or ſeek 
it, either by your ſenſes or by mathematical reaſon- 
ings, in all the properties of that figure. 

ArrRENDU to PaLLapio and PerraulT, while 
they explain all the parts and proportions of a pillar : 
They talk of the cornice and freeze and baſe and en- 
tablature and "ſhaft and architrave; and give the de- 
ſcription and poſition of each of theſe members. But 
ſhould you aſk the deſcription and poſition of its 
beauty, they would readily reply, that the beauty. 
is not in any of the parts or members of a pillar, but. 
reſults from the whole, when that complicated figure. 
is preſented. to an intelligent mind, ſuſceptible of thoſe 
finer ſenſations. Till ſach a ſpectator appear, there 
is nothing but a figure of ſuch particular dimenſions. 
and proportions : From his ſentiments alone ariſe its 
elegance and beauty. 


Acain ; attend to Cicero, while he paints the 
crimes of a VeRREs or a CATILI XE; you muſt ac- 
knowled ge, that the moral turpitude reſults, in the- 
ſame manner, from the contemplation of the whole, 
when preſented to a being, whoſe organs have ſuch 
a particular ſtructure and formation. Theorator may 
paint rage, inſolence, barbarity on the one ſide: 
Meekneſs, ſufferance, ſorrow, innocence on the other: 
But if you feel no indignation or compaſſion ariſe in 
you from. this complication of circumſtances, you 

K 6 would 
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would in vain aſk him, in what conſiſts the crime or 
villainy, which he fo vehemently exclaims againſt: 
At what time, or on what ſubject it firſt began to ex- 
iſt: And what has a few months afterwards become 
of it, when every diſpoſition and thought of all the 
actors is totally altered, or annihilated. No ſatisfac- 
tory anſwer can be given to any of theſe queſtions, 
upon the abſtract hypotheſis of morals ; and we muſt 
at laſt acknowledge, that the crime or immorality is 
no particular fact or relation, which can be the object 
of the underſtanding: But ariſes entirely from the 
ſentiment of difapprobation, which, by the firuture 
of human nature, we unavoidably feel on the appre- 
henfion of barbarity* or treachery, 


IV. ak dir e hows to each other 
all the ſame relations, which we obſerve in moral 
agents; tho' the former can never be the object of 
love or hatred, nor are conſequently ſuſceptible of 
merit or iniquity. A young tree, which over-tops 
and deſtroys its parent, ſtands in all the ſame relations 
with NANO, when he murdered ARI TINA; and if 

morality conſiſted in any abſtract relations, would, 
| no doubt, be equally criminal. | 


V. Ir appears evident, that the * 2 of 
human actions can never, in any caſe, be accounted 
; | ns | for 
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for by reaſon, but recommend themſelves entirely to 
the ſentiments and affetions of mankind, without 
any dependance on the intellectual faculties. Aſe a 
man, why he uſes exerciſe ; he will anſwer, becauſe be 
defires to keep bis health. If you then enquire, why 
he defires health, he will readily reply, becauſe fickneſ; 
is painful. If you puſh your enquiries:farther, and 
defire a reaſon, why he bates pain, tis impoſlible he 
can ever give any, This is an ultimate end, and is 


never referred to any other object. 


Pex HAPs, to your ſecond queſtion, wvhy he defires 
health, he may alſo reply, that is requi/ite for the exer- 
ciſe of his calling. If you alk, why he is anxious on that 
bead, he will anſwer, becau/e be defires to get money. 
If you demand Why It is the infirument of pleaſure, 
fays he. And beyond this it is an abſurdity to aſk 
for a reaſon. *Tis impoſlible there can be a progreſs 
in infinitum ; and that one thing can always be a rea- 
ſon, why another is deſired. Something muſt be de- 
firable on its own account, and becauſe of its imme- 
diate accord or agreement with human ſentiment and 
affection. 


Now as virtue is an end, and is deſirable on its 
own account, without fee or reward, merely for the 
immediate ſatisfaction which it conveys ; tis requiſite 

| that 


"The ſtandard of the one, being founded on the na- 
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that there ſhould be ſome ſentiment, which it touches; 
ſome internal taſte or feeling, or whatever you pleaſe 
to call it, which diſtinguiſhes moral good and evil, 
and which embraces the one and rejects the other. 


Tnus the diſtin& boundaries and offices of reaſon 
and of taſte are eaſily aſcertained, - The former conveys 
the knowledge of truth and falſhood : The latter gives 
the ſentiment of beauty and deformity, vice and virtue, 
The one diſcovers objects, as they really ſtand in na- 


- ture, without addition or diminution : The other has a 


productive faculty, and gilding or ſtaining all natural 


objects with the colours, borrowed from internal ſen- 


timent, raiſes, in a manner, a new creation. Reaſon, 
being cool and diſengaged, is no motive to action, 
and directs only the impulſe received from appetite 
or inclination, by ſhowing us the means of obtaining 
happineſs or avoiding miſery: Taſte, as it gives plea- 
ſure or pain, and thereby conſtitutes happineſs or mi- 
ſery, becomes a motive to action, and is the fir 
ſpring or impulſe to deſire and volition, From cir- 
cumſtances and relations, known or ſuppoſed, the 
former leads us to the diſcovery of the concealed and 
unknown: After all circumſtances and relations are 
laid before us, the latter makes us feel from the 
whole a new ſentiment of blame or approbation. 


ture 
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ture of things, is eternal and inflexible, even by the 
will of the ſupreme Being: The ſtandard of the 
other, ariſing from the internal frame and conſtitution 
of animals, is ultimately derived from that ſupreme 
will, which beſtowed each being its peculiar nature, 
and arranged the ſeveral claſſes and orders of ex- 
iſtence. 7 


* 


— — 
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SoME FARTHER CONSIDERATIONS with regard to 
JusT1CE. 


FT*HE intention of this appendix is to give ſome 

more particular explication of the' origin and 
and nature of juice, and to mark ſome differences 
between it and the other virtues. can 


Taz ſocial virtues of humanity and benevolence 
exert their influence immediately, by a direct ten- 
dency or inſtinct, which keeps chiefly in view the 
ſimple object, that moves the affections, and com- 
prehends not any ſcheme or ſyſtem, nor the conſe- 
quences reſulting from the concurrence, imitation, 
or example of others. A parent flies to the relief of 
his child; tranſported by that natural ſympathy» 
which actuates him, and which affords no leiſure to 
reflect on the ſentiments or conduct of the reſt of 
mankind in like circumſtances, - A generous man 


embraces cheerfully an opportunity of ſerving his 
friend; 
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friend; becauſe he then feels himſelf under the domi. 
nion of the beneficent affections, nor is he concerned 
| whether any other perſon in the univerſe was ever be- 
fore actuated by ſuch noble motives, or will ever af. 
| terwards prove their influence. In all theſe caſes, 
| | the ſocial paſſions haves in view a ſingle individual 
object, and purſue alone the ſafety or happineſs of the 
perſon, loved and eſteemed. With this, they are 
© ſatisfied: In this, they acquieſce. And as the gcod 
reſulting from their benign influence, is in itſelf 
compleat and entire, it alſo excites the moral ſenti- 
| ment of approbation, without any reflection on far- 
| ther conſequences. or more enlarged views of the 
14 concurrence or imitation of the other members cf 
ſociety, On the contrary, were the generous friend 
or diſintereſted patriot to ſtand alone in the practice 


of beneficence; this would rather inhance his value- 
in our eyes, and join the praiſe of rarity and novelty 
to his other more exalted merits, 


Tux caſe is not the ſame with the ſocial virtues of 
juſtice and fidelity. They are highly uſeful, or in- 
deed abſolutely neceſſary to the well-being of man- 
kind : But the benefit, reſulting from them, is not 
the conſequence of every individual ſingle act; but 
ariſes from the whole ſcheme or ſyſtem, concurred in 
by the whole, or the preateſt part of the ſociety. 
General peace and order are the attendants of juſtice 

ar a general abſtinence from the poſſeſſions of others: 
x But. 
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But a particular regard to the particular right of one in- 
dividual citizen may frequently, conſidered in itſelf, be 
productive of pernicious conſequences. The reſult of 
the ſeveral acts is here often directly oppoſite to that of 
the whole ſyſtem of actions; and the former may be ex- 
tremely hurtful, while the latter is, to the higheſt degree, 
a lvantageous. Riches, inherited from a parent, are, in 
a bad man's hand, the inruments of miſchief. The 
right of ſucceſſion may, in one inſtance, be hurtful. 
Its benefit ariſes only from the obſervance of the ge- 
neral rule; and 'tis ſufficient, if compenſation be 
thereby made for all the ills and inconveniencies, 
which flow from particular characters and ſituations, 


Cyrvs, young and unexperienced, conſidered only 
the individual caſe before him, and reflected on its 
limited fitneſs and convenience, when he aſſigned the 
long coat to the tall boy, and the ſhort coat to the 
other of ſmaller ſize. His governor inſtructed him 
better; while he pointed out more enlarged views 
and conſequences, and informed his pupil of the ge- 
neral, inflexible rules, requiſite to ſupport general 
peace and order in ſociety, 


Tus happineſs and proſperity of mankind, arifing 
from the ſocial virtue of benevolence and its ſub- 
diviſions, may be compared to a wall, built by many 
hands; which ſtill riſes by each ſtone, that is heaped 
upon it, and receives proportional encreaſe to the 
diligence: 


* 
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diligence and care of each workman. The ſame 


- happineſs, raiſed by the ſocial virtue of juſtice and 


its ſubdiviſions, may be compared to the building of 
a vault, where each individual ftone would, of itſelf 
fall to the ground ; nor does the whole fabric ſupport 
itſelf, but by the mutual aſſiſtance and combination 
of its correſponding parts. 2 

ALL the laws of nature, which regulate property, 


as well as all civil laws, are general, and regard 
alone ſome eſſential circumſtances of the caſe, with- 


out taking into conſideration the characters, ſitua- 


tions and connexions of the perſon concerned, or any 
particular conſequences, which may reſult from the 
determination of theſe laws, in every particular caſe 
which offers. They deprive, without ſcruple, a be- 
neficent man of all his polleſſions, if acquired: by 
miſtake, without a good title ; in order to beſtow them 
on a ſelfiſh miſer, who has already heaped up im- 
menſe ſtores of ſuperfluous riches. Public utility re- 


quires, that property ſhould be regulated by general 


inflexible rules; and tho? ſuch rules are adopted as beſt 
ſerve the ſame end of public utility, 'tis impoſſible 
for them to prevent all particular hardſhips, or make 


beneficial conſequences reſult from every individual 


caſe. *Tis ſufficient, if the whole plan or ſcheme be 
neceſſary to the ſupport of civil ſociety, and if the 
ballance of good, in the main, does thereby prepon- 
derate much above that of evil. Even the general 
laws 


eve 


„„ 
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laws of the univerſe, tho” planned by infinite wiſ- 
dom, cannot exclude all evil or inconvenience, in 
every particular operation. 


IT has been aſſerted by ſome, that juſtice ariſes | 
from HUMAN CONVENTIONS, and proceeds 
from the voluntary chotee, conſent, or combination 
of mankind. If by convention be here meant a pro- 
miſe (which is the moſt uſual ſenſe of the word) no- 
thing can be more abſurd, than this poſition, The 
obſervance of promiſes is itſelf one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable parts of juſtice ; and we are not ſurely bound 
to keep our word, becauſe we have given our word 
to keep it. But if by convention be meant a ſenſe 
of common intereſt ; which ſenſe each man feels in 
his own breaſt, which he obſerves in his fellows, and 
which carries him, in concurrence with others, into 
a general plan or ſyſtem of actions, which tends to 
public utility ; it muſt be owned, that, in this ſenſe, 
juſtice ariſes from human conventions. For if it be 
allowed (what is, indeed, evident) that the particular 
conſequences of a particular a& of juſtice may be 
hurtful to the public as well as to individuals; it 


follows, that every man, in embracing that virtue, 


muſt have an eye to the whole plan or ſyſtem, and 
muſt expect the concurrence of his fellows in the 


fame conduct and behaviour. Did all his views ter- 


minate in the particular conſequences of each parti- 
cular act of his own, his benevolence and humanity, 


3 
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4 


as well. as his ſelf· love, might often preſcribe to him 
meaſures of conduct very different from thoſe, which 
are agreeable to the ſtrict rules of right and juſtice. 


Tavs two men pull the oars of a boat, by com. 
mon convention, for common intereſt, without any 
promiſe or contract: Thus gold and filver are made 
the, meaſures of exchange ; thus ſpeech and words 
and language are fixed, by human convention and 
agreement. Whatever is advantageous to two or 


more perſons, if all perform their part; but what 


loſes all advantage, if only one perform, can ariſe 


- from no other principle. There would otherwiſe be 


no motive forany one of them to enter into that ſcheme 


of nduct *. N 
5 Tak 


„ This theory concerning the origin of property, and conſe- 
quently of juſtice, is, in the main, the ſame with that hinted at 
and adopted by Go ius. Hine diſcimus, quæ fuerit cauſa, 
4 ob quam a primæva communione rerum primo mobilium, de- 
« inde & immobilium diſceſſum eſt: nimirum quod cum non 
& contenti homines veſci ſponte natis, antra habitare, corpore 
« aut nudo agere, aut corticibus arborum ferarumve pellibus 
« veſtito, vitæ genus exquiſitius delegiſſent, induſtria opus fuit, 
& quam ſinguli rebus ſingulis adhiberent: Quo minus autem 
ec fructus in commune conferrentur, primum obſtitit locorum, 
« in que homines diſceſſerunt, diſtantia, deinde juſtitiæ & 
« amoris defectus, per quem fiebat, ut nec in labore, nec in 


« conſumtione fructuum quæ debebat, æqualitas ſervaretur. 


“% Simul 


6 
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Taz word, natural, is commonly taken in ſo ma- 
ny ſenſes, and is of ſuch looſe ſignification, that it 
ſeems to little purpoſe to diſpute, whether juſtice be 
natural or not. If ſelf-love, if benevolence be natu- 
ral to man; if reaſon and forethought be alſo natural; 
then may the ſame epithet be applied to juſtice, or- 
der, fidelity, property, ſociety. Men's inclination, 
their neceſſities lead them to combine; their under- 
ſtanding and experience tell them, that this combi- 
nation is impoſlible, where each governs himſelf by 
no rule, and pays no regard to the poſſeſſions of 
others: And from theſe paſſions and reflections con- 
joined, as ſoon as we obſerve like paſſions and re- 
flections in others, the ſentiment of juſtice, thro” all 
ages, has infallibly.and certainly had place, to ſome 
degree or other, in every individual of human ſpe- 
cies, In fo ſagacious an animal, what neceſſarily 


ariſes from the exertion of his intellectual faculties, 
may juſtly be eſteemed natural. 


Auoxo 
1 


Cc Simul diſcimus, quomodo res in en iverint 3 non 
« animi actu ſolo, neque enim ſcire alii poterant, quid alii ſuum 
« eſſe vellent, ut eo abſtinerent, & idem velle plures poterant ; 
« ſed pacto quodam aut expreſſo, ut per diviſionem, aut tacito, ut 
& per occupationem.”” De jure belli & pacis, Lib, 2. cap. 2. 
$ 2. art, 4. & 5. | 
Natural may be oppoſed, either to what is unuſual, mira- 
culzus, or artificial, In the two former ſenſes, juſtice and pro- 
perty 


216 APPENDIX I. 

AMONG all civilized nations, it has been the con. 
ſtant endeavour to remove every thing arbitrary and 
partial from the decifion of property, and to fix the 
ſontence of judges by ſuch general views and conf. 
derations, as may be equal to every member of the 
ſaciety. -, For beſides, that nothing could be more 
dangerous than to accuſtom the beneh, even in the 
ſmalleſt inſtance, to regard private friendſhip or en- 
mity; tis certain, that men, where they imagine, 
that there was no other reaſon for the preference of 
their adverſary but perſonal favour, are apt to enter- 


tuin the ſtrongeſt ill-will againſt the magiſtrates and 


judges. When natural reafon, therefore, points out 
no fixed view. of public utility, by which a contro- 
verfy of property can be decided, poſitive laws are 
often framed to ſupply its place, and dire& the pro- 
cedure of all courts of judicature. Where theſe too 
fail, as often happens, precedents are called for; 
perty are undoubtedly natural, But as they ſuppoſe reaſon, 
forethought, deſign, and a ſocial union and confederacy among 
men, perhaps, that epithet cannot ſtrictly, in the laſt ſenſe, be 


applied to them. Had men lived without ſociety, property had 


never boen known, and neither juſtice nor injuſtice had ever 


exiſted. But ſociety among human creatures, had been impoſ- 


fGble, without reaſon and forethought, Inferior animals, that 
unite, are guided by inſtinct, which ſupplies the place of reaſon. 
But all cheſe diſputes are merely verbal, 

and 
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and a former deciſion, tho given itſelf without any 
ſufficient reaſon, juſtly becomes a ſufficient reaſon for 
2 new deciſion. If direct laws and precedents be 
wanting, imperfe& and indirect ones are brought in 
aid; and the controverted caſe is ranged under them, 


5 y analogical reaſonings and compariſons, and ſimĩ- 


litudes, and correſpondencies, which are often more 
fanciful than real. In general, it may fafely be aſſert- 
ed, that juriſprudence is, in this reſpect, different 


ſrom all the ſciences ; and that in many of its nicer 


queſtions, there cannot properly be ſaid to be truth 
or falſhood on either fide. If one pleader brings the 
caſe under any former law or precedent, by a refined 
analogy or compariſon ; the oppoſite pleader is not 


at a loſs to find an oppoſite analogy or compariſon ; 


And the preference given by the judge is often 
founded more on taſte and imagination than on any 
ſolid argument. Public utility is the general view of 

all courts of judicature ; and this utility too requires 
a ſtable rule in all controverſies : But where ſeveral 
rules, nearly equal and indifferent, preſent: them- 
ſelves, tis a very flight turn of thought, which fixes 


the deciſion in favour of either party *, 
We 


That there be a ſeparation or diſtinction of poſſeſſions, and 
that this ſeparation be ſteddy and conſtant z this is abſolutely 


required by the intereſts of ſociety, and hence the origin of joſ- 
Vor, IV, . L tic 
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W. may juſtly obſerve, before we conclude this 
ſubject, that, after the law Hof juſtice are fixed by h 


Views 


tice and property, What poſleflions are afligned to particular i ju 
perſons; this is, generally ſpeaking, pretty indifferent; and is ye 
often determined by very frivolous views and af *nhiderations for 


We ſhall mention a few particulars, ni 
BEN ; in 
Were a ſociety formed among ſeveral independent member, 
. : : pe! 
the moſt obvious rule, which could be agreed on, would be to 
annex property to preſent poſſeſſion, and leave every one a right | 


to what he at preſent enjoys. The relation of poſſeſſion, which 
takes place between the perſon and the object, naturally draws 0 
on the relation of property. 


For a like reaſon, occupation or firſt poſſeſſion becomes the 
foundation of property. 


Where a man beftows labour and induſtry upon any object, 
which before belonged to no body; as in cutting down and ſhap. 
ing a tree, in cultivating a field, &c. the alterations, which he 
produces, cauſes a relation between him and the object, and na- 
turally engages us to annex it to him by the new relation of 
property. This cauſe here concurs with the public utility, 
which conſiſts in the encouragement given to induftry and 
labour. 


Perhaps too, pri vate humanity towards the poſſfeſſor, concurs, 
in this inſtance, with the other motives, and engages us to 
leave with him what he has acquired by his ſweat and labour; 
and what he has flattered himſelf in the conſtant enjoyment of. 


For tho? private bumanity can, by no means, be the origin of 
juſtice; 


% 


t of, 
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views of general utility, the injury, the hardſhip, the 
harm, which reſult to any individual from a violation 

N of 
jufige ; Gnce the latter virtue fo often eontradicks the former; 


yet when the rule of ſeparate and conſtant poſſeſſion is once 
formed by the indiſpenſible neceſſities of ſociety, private huma- 


nity, and an averſion to the doing a hardſhip to another, may, 


in a particular inſtance, give riſe to a particular rule of pro- 
perty. 


I am much inclined to think, that the right of ſucceſſion or 


inheritance much depends on thoſe connexions of the imagina- 
tion, and that the relation to a former proprietor begetting a re- 
lation to the object, is the cauſe why the property is transferred 
to a man after the death of his kinſman, *Tis true; induſtry 
is more encouraged by the transference of poſſeſſion to children 
or near relations: But this conſideration will only have place in 
4 cultivated ſociety 5 whereas the right of ſucceſſion is regarded 
even among the greateſt Barbarians, 


Acquiſition of property by acceſſion can be explained no way 
bat by having recourſe to the relations and connexions of the 
8 

The property of rivers, by the laws of moſt nations, and by 


the natural turn of our thought, is attributed to the proprietors 
of their banks, excepting ſuch vaſt rivers as the RxIxE or 


the Danvsz, which ſeem too large to follow as an acceſſion 


the property of the neighbouring fields, Yet even theſe rivers 
are conſidered as the property of that nation, thro* whoſe do- 
minions they run ; the idea of a nation being of a ſuitable bulk 
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of them, enter yery much into conſideration, and are 
4 great ſource of that univerſal blame, which attends 
every wrong or iniquity. By the laws of ſociety, 
this coat, this horſe is mine, and ongbt to remain per- 
petually in my poſſeſſion : I lay my account with the 
ſecure enjoyment of it: By depriving me of it, you 


_ diſappoint my expectations, and doubly diſpleaſe me, 


and offend every byſtander, Tis a public wrong, 


to correſpond with them, and bear them ſuch a relation in the 


fancy, x , $r1*4. 7 ©4 £1 


The acceſſions, which are made to land, bordering upon 
rivers, follow the land, ſay the civilians, provided it be made 
by what they call a/luvior, that is, inſenſibly and imperceptibly; 
which are circumſtances, that afſift the imagination in the con- 
r | | 


Where there is any conſiderable portion torn at once from 
one bank and added to another, it becomes not his property, 
whoſe land it falls on, till it unite with the land, and till the 
trees and plants have ſpread their roots into both, Before that, 
the thought does not ſufficiently join them. 


W 


In ſhort, we mult ever diſtinguiſh between the neceſſity of 2 


ſeparation and conſtancy in men's poſſeſſion, and the rules, which 


aſſign particular objects to particular perſons, The firſt neceſſity 
is obvious, ſtrong, and invincible; The latter may depend on 
a public utility more light and frivolous, on the ſentiment of 
private humanity and averſion to private hardſhip, on poſitive 


laws, on precedents, analogies and very fine connexions and turns 


of the imagination, b 
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fo far as the rules of equity, are violated : *Tis a 
private harm, ſo far as an individual is injured, And 
tho' the ſecond conſideration could have no place, 
were not the former antecedently eſtabliſhed ; For 
otherwiſe the diſtinction of mine and tbine would be 
unknown in ſociety; Yet there is no queſtion, but 
the regard to general good is much enforced by the 


reſpect to particular, What injures the community, 


without hurting any individual, is often more lightly 
thought of. But where the greateſt public wrong is 
alſo conjoined with a conſiderable private one, no 
wonder the higheſt dilapprobation attends fo iniqui- 
tous a behaviour, 
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A 
DIALOGUE. 


Y friend, PALAMEDES, who is as great aram- 

bler in his principles as in his perſon, and who 
has run over, by ſtudy and travel, almoſt every region 
of the intellectual and material world, ſurprized me 
lately with an account of a nation, with whom, he 
told me, he had paſſed a conſiderable part of his life, 
and whom he found, in the main, a people extremely 
civilized and intelligent, 


Türke is a ſtate, ſaid he, in the world, called 
FourL1, no matter for its longitude or latitude, 
whoſe ways of thinking, in many things, particularly 
in morals, are diametrically oppoſite to ours. When 
I came among them, I found that I muſt ſubmit to 
double pains ; firſt to learn the meaning of the terms 
in their language, and then to know the import of 
thoſe terms, and the praiſe or blame attached to them. 
After a word had been explained to me, and the cha- 
racter, which it expreſſed, had been deſcribed, I 
coneluded, that ſuch an epithet muſt neceſſarily be 


L 4 the 
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the greateſt reproach in the world; and was extreme. 
ly ſurprized to find one in a public company, apply 
it to a perſon, with whom he lived in the ſtricteſt inti- 
macy and friendſhip. You Fancy, ſaid I, one day, to 


an acquaintance, rhat CHaNGvIs fg your mertal ene. 


my : be to extinguiſh quarrels ; and I muſt, the e- 
ore, tell you, that I heard him talk of you in the mift 
. edvantagerus manner. But to my great aſtoniſhment, 
when I repeated CHancuis's words, though I had 
both remembered and underſtood them perfectly, 1 

found, that they were taken for the moſt mortal of. 
front, and that I had very innocently rendered the 
breach berween theſe perſons altogether irreparable, 


"& it was my fortune to come among this people on 
a very advantageous footing, I was immediately intro- 


duced to the beſt company; and being deſired to live 


with ALenzic, I readily accepted his invitation; as 
I found him univerſally eſteemed for his perſonal 
merit, and indeed Fe one Nn, 
. — 


"One evening he invited me, as an amuſement, to 
bear him company in a ſerenade, which he intended 
to give GuLx1, with whom, he told me, he was 
extremely enamoured ; and I ſoon found his taſte was 
not ſingular: For we met many of his rivals, who had 
come on the ſame errand. I very naturally concluded, 
chat this miſtreſs of his muſt be one of the fineſt women 
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in town ; and I readily felt a ſecret inclination to ſee 
her, and be acquainted with her. But as the nioon 
began to riſe, I was much ſurprized to find, that we 
were in the midſt of the univerſity, where Gul kf 
ſtudied: And I was ſomewhat aſhamed for having at- 


tended my friend, on ſuch an errand, 


I was told afterwards, that Al ch EI Cs choice of 
GuLxx was very much approved of by all the good 
company in town; and that it was expected, while 
he gratified his own paſſion, he would perform to that 
young man the ſame good office, which he had him- 
ſelf owed to El cour. It ſeems Aich RIC had been 
very handſome in his youth, had been courted by 
many lovers; but had beſtowed his favours chiefly on 
the age ELcovy ; to whom he was ſuppoſed to owe 
in a great meaſure, the aſtoniſhing progreſs which he 
had made in philoſophy and virtue. 


Ir gave me fome ſurprize, that ALcutic's wife 
{who by the-bye happened alſo to be his ſiſter) 
was no ways ſcandalized at this ſpecies of infidelity, 


Moucn about the ſame time I diſcovered (far it was 
mot attempted to be kept a-ſecret from me or any body) 


that AL cnzIc was a murderer and a parricide, and 


had put to death an innocent perſon, the moſt nearly 


connected with him, and whom he was obliged to pro- 


tec and defend by all the ties of nature and humanity. 
Ls When 


| 


| 
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When I aſked, with all the caution — deference ima. 
ginable, what was his motive for this action; he re- 
plied coolly, that he was not then ſo much at his eaſe 


as he is at preſent, and that he had acted, in chat 


particular, by the advice of all his friends. 


Havins heard Ar cn Ic's virtue ſo extremely 
celebrated, I pretended to join in the general voice of 
acclamation, and only aſked, by way of curioſity, as 
a ſtranger, which of all his noble actions was moſt 
highly applauded ; and J ſoon found, that all ſenti 
ments were united in giving the preference to the aſ. 
ſaſſination of Us EK. This UsBex had been to the 
laſt moment ALcnzic's intimate friend, had laid 
many high obligations upon him, had even faved his 
life on a certain occaſion, and had, by his will, which 
was found after the murder, made him heir to a con- 
ſiderable part of his fortune. Alchklc, it ſeems, 
conſpired with about twenty or thirty more, moſt of 
them alſo Uszex's friends; and falling all together, 
on that unhappy man, when he was not aware, they 
had torne him with a hundred wounds ; and given 
him that reward for all his paſt favours and obliga- 
tions. Us ER, ſaid the general voice of the people, 
had many great and good qualities: His very vices 


were ſhining, magnificent, and generous : But this 


action of ALcae1c ſets him far above Us Ex in the 
eyes of all judges of merit; and is one of the nobleſt 


that ever perhaps the ſun ſhone upon. 


ANOTHER 
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and gained himſelf immortal bonour by his remark- 


better crowned than by fo noble an end; and Al- 
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Axornzx part of Al chzic's conduct, which I 
alſo found highly applauded, was his behaviour to- 
wards CAL is R, with whom he was joined in a project 
or undertaking of ſome importance. Calis, being 
a paſſionate man, gave Al cnc, one day, a ſound 
drubbing ; which he took very patiently, waited the 
return of CAL Isn's good humour, kept ſtill a fair 
correſpondence with him; and by that means brought 
the affair, in which they were joined, to a happy iſſue, 


able temper and moderation. 


Inas lately received a letter from a correſpondent 
in FouxL1, by which I learn, that fince my depar- 
ture, ALCaeic, falling into a bad ſtate of health, 


has fairly hanged himſelf ; and has died univerſally re- 
gretted and applauded in that country. So virtuous 
and noble a life, ſays each Fou a L1an, could not be 


CHEIC has proved by this, as well as by all other ac- 

tions, what was his conſtant principle during his life, 
and what he boaſted of near his laſt moments, that a 
wiſe man is ſcarce inferior to the great god, ViTzL1. 
This is the name of the ſupreme deity among the 
Four LIANS. 


Tu. notions of this people, continued Patamepes, 
are as extraordinary with regard to good-manners and 


ſociableneſs, as with regard to morals. My friend 
L 6 ALCueic 


. 


due hiſtory of ALcuric's life, compoſes oy one of the 
greateſt geniuſes of FouRLa. 
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| Arcarc formed once a party for my entertainment, 


<ompoſed of all the prime wits-and philoſophers of 


Foal; and each of us brought his meſs along with 


dim to the place, where we aſſembled. I obſerved 
one of them to be worſe provided than the reſt, and 


offered him aſhare of my meſs, which happened to be 


a roaſted pullet: And I could not but remark, that 
He, and all the reft of the company ſmiled at my fim- 

I was told, that Aucxz1c had once ſo much 
intereſt with his club as to prevail with them to eat 
in common, and that he had made uſe of an artifice 
to that purpoſe. He perſuaded thoſe, whom he ob- 
ſerved to be worff provided, to offer their meſs to the 
company; after which, the others, who had brought 
more delicate fare, were aſhamed not to make the 


fame offer. This is regarded as fo extraordinary an 


event, that it has ſince, as I learn, been recorded in 


Paar, fays I. Pa LAMEDES, When you was 21 
Four LI, did you alſo learn the art of turning your 
Friends into ridicule, by telling them ſtrange ſtories, 
and then laughing at them, if they believed you. I 


aſſure you, replied he, had I been difpoſed to leam 
uach a leſſon, there was no place in the world more 


proper. My friend, ſo often mentioned, did nothing, 
| from morning to night, but ſneer, and banter, and 


cally ; and you could Icarce ever diſtinguiſh, whether 
le 
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he was in jeſt or earneſt. But you think then, that 
my ſtory is improbable ; and that I have uſed, or ra- 
ther abuſed the privilege of a traveller. To be ſures 
fays L you was but in jeſt. Such barbarous and ſa- 
vage manners are not only incompatible with a civi- 
lized, intelligent people, ſuch as you ſaid theſe were ; 
but are ſcarce compatible with human nature. They 


exceed all we ever red of, Ts Ares: 
* Tor ix AusOUE SG. 


1 cried he, have a care ! You are not 
aware that you are ſpeaking blaſphemy, and are abuſ- 
ing your favourites, the Grzexs,. eſpecially the 
ATHENnTtans, whom J have couched, all along, under 
theſe bizarre names I employed. If you confider 
aright, there is not one ſtroke of the foregoing cha- 
rater, which might not be found in the man of high- 
eſt merit at ATHENS, without diminiſhing in the leaſt, 
from the brightneſs of his character. The Grzex 
love, their marriages , and the expoſing of their chil- 
dren cannot but kite you immediately. The death 
of UsBzx i is an exadt counter-part to that of CæsSdR. 


FO ey 634 L, Snverrupting him. You did 


not mention that UsBex was an uſurper. 


= The aws af ATHENs allowed a man to marry his ſiſter by 
the father. SoLon's law forbid paderaſty to ſlaves, as being 


an act of too. great dignity for ſuch mean perſons, 


I vip 
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- I pid not, replied he; leſt you ſhould diſcover the 
parallel I aimed at. But even adding this circum- 
ſtance, we ſhould make no ſcruple, according to our 
ſentiments of morals, to denominate Ba urus, and 
Cassius, ungrateful traitors and aſſaſſins : Though 
you know, that they are, perhaps, the higheſt cha- 
raters of all antiquity ; and the ATyznians erected 
ſtatues to them; which they placed near thoſe of 
Harmopivs and AgisT0GITON, their own deliver- 
ers. And if you think this circumſtance, which you 
mention, ſo material to abſolve theſe patriots, I ſhall 
compenſate it by another, not mentioned, which will 
equally aggravate their crime. A few days before the 

execution of their fatal purpoſe, they all fore fealty 
| to Czsar; and proteſting to- hold his -perſon ever 

1 ſacred, they touched the altar with thoſe hands, 

4 | which they had already armed for his deſtruction . 


* . I ngep not put you in mind of the famous and ap- 

| | Handel ſtory of TuEMISTO LES, and of his patience 

towards EUR YBIADES, the SPARTAN, his Command- 

= ing officer, who, heated by a debate, lifted his cane 

1 to him in a council of war, (the ſame thing as if he 

had cudgelled him) Strife / cries the ATHENIAN, 
79 firike! but hear Ws. 
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= AvPIAN, Bell, _ lib, 3. Sor ron in vita 
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You are too good a ſcholar not to diſcover the iro- | 


nical SocRaTEs and his ATHENian club in my laſt 
ſtory ; and you would certainly obſerve, that it is ex- 
actly copied from Xx No Y HORN, with a variation only 
of the names. And I think I have fairly made it ap- 
pear, that an ATHENIAN man of merit might be ſuch 
a one as with us would paſs for-inceſtuous, a parri- 
cide, an aſſaſſin, an ungrateful, perjured traitor, and 


ſomething elſe too abominable to be named; not to 


mention his ruſticity and ill-manners. And having 
lived in this manner, his death may be entirely ſuit- 
able: He may conclude the ſcene by a deſperate act 
of ſelf murder, and die with the moſt abſurd blaſphe- 
mies in his mouth. And notwithſtanding all this, he 
ſhall have ſtatues, if not altars, erected to his memo- 
ry; poems and orations ſhall be compoſed in his 
praiſe ; great ſects ſhall be proud of calling themſelyes 
by his name ; and the moſt diſtant poſterity ſhall 
blindly continue their admiration : Though were ſuch 
a one to ariſe among themſelves, they would juſtly 


regard him with horror and execration. 


I M1GHT have been aware, replied I, of your ar- 
tiſice. You ſeem to take pleaſure in this topic; and 
are indeed the only man I ever knew, who was well 
acquainted with the antients, and did not extremely 
admire them. But inſtead of attacking their philoſo- 

* Mem, Soc, lib, 3. ſub fine, 
phy, 


Vou have no indulgence for the manners and cuſtoms 
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phy, their eloquence, or poetry, the uſual ſubject of 


controverſy between us, you now ſeem to 1mpeach 
their morals, and aecuſe them of ignorance in 2 
ſcience, which is the. only one, in my opinion, in 
avhich they are not ſurpaſſed by the moderns. Geo- 
metry, phyſics, aſtronomy, anatomy, botany, geo- 
graphy, navigation ; in theſe we juſtly claim the ſu- 


Periority: But what have we to oppoſe to their 


moraliſts? Your repreſentation. of things is fallacious. 


of different ages. Would you trya GR II or Ro- 
an by the common-law of Ex LAND? Hear him 


defend Ach Ae n 


| 


Taz are no manners WY innocent or e ile, | 


which may not be rendered odious or ridiculous, if 
meaſured by a ſtandard, uriknown to the perſons ; 
eſpecially, if you employ a little art or eloquence, in 
aggravating ſame circumſtances, and .extenuating 
others, as beſt ſuits the purpoſe of your diſcourſe. 
All theſe artifices may eafily be retorted on you. 
Could 1 inform the ATazxians; for inſtance, that 
there was a nation, in which adultery, both active and 


— paſſive, ſo to ſpeak, was in the | higheſt vogue and 


eſteem: In which every man of education choſe for 


Sis miſtreſs a married woman, the wife, perhapy, of 


is friend and companion; and valued himſelf upon 
theſe infamous congueſts, as much as if he had been 
* | 
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ſeveral times a conqueror in boxing or wreſtling at the 
O/yrpic games: In which every man, alſo, took a 


pride in his tameneſs and facility with regard to his 


own wife, and was glad to make friends or gain in- 
tereſt by allowing her to proſtitute her charms ; and 
even, without any ſuch motive, give her full liberty 


and indulgence : I aſk, what ſentiments the Aruz- 
nians would entertain of ſuch a people; they who 


never mentioned the crime of adultery but in conjunc- 
gion with robbery and poiſoning ? Which would they 
admire moſt, the villainy or the meanneſs of ſuch. a 
conduct ? 


SzouLD I add, that the ſame people were as 


proud of their ſlavery and dependance as the Ar R- 
N1ans of their liberty; and though a man among 
them were oppreſſed, diſgraced, impoverilbed, inſulted, 
or impriſoned by the tyrant, he would ſtill regard it 
as the higheſt merit to love, ſerve, and obey him; 
and even to die for his ſmalleſt glory or ſatisfaction: 
Theſe noble Gretxs would probably aft me, whe- 


ther I ſpoke of a Tens ſociety, or of 2 inferior, 


ſervile ſpecies, 


Ir was then J might inform my Ar nE NAM audi- 
ence, that theſe people, however, wanted not ſpirit 


and bravery. If a man, ſays I, tliough their intimate 


friend, ſhould throw out, in a private company, a 


"OP againſt them, nearly approaching any of thoſe, 
with 
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with which your generals and demagogues every day 
regale each other, in the face of the whole city, they 
never can forgive him; but in order to revenge them- 
ſelves, they oblige him immediately to run them thro! 
the body, or be himſelf murdered. , And if a man, 
who is an abſolute ſtranger to them, ſhould defire 
them, at the peril of their own life, to cut the throat 
of their boſom- companion, they immediately obey, 
and think themſelves highly obliged and honoured by 
the commiſſion, Theſe are their maxims of honour ; 
This i is their favourite 1 


Bur though ſo ready to 9 their ſworDagainſ 
their friends and countrymen; no diſgrace, no infamy, 
no pain, no poverty will ever engage theſe people to 
turn the point of it againſt their own breaſt, A man 
of rank would row in the gallies, would beg his 
bread,* would languiſh in priſon, woyld ſuffer any 
tortures ; and ſtill preſerve his wretched life. Rather 
than eſcape his enemies by a generous contempt of 
death, he would infamouſly receive the ſame death 
from his enemies, aggravated by their triumphant i in- 


ſults, and by the moſt exquiſite ſufferings. 


Ts very uſual too, continued I, among this pes- 
ple to ere& jails, where every art of plaguing and 
tormenting the unhappy priſoners is carefully ſtudied 
and practiſed: And in theſe jails it is uſual for a parent 
voluntarily to ſhut up ſeveral of his children; 2 8 

er, 
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der, that another child, whom he owns to have no 
greater or rather leſs merit than the reit, may enjoy 
his whole fortune, and wallow in every kind of vo- 
luptuouſneſs and pleaſure. Nothing ſo virtuous in 
their opinion as this barbarous partiality. Py 


Bur what is more ſingular in this whim- 


ſical nation, ſay I to the ATnenians, is, that 
9 


a frohe of yours during the SaTU&NALIA *, 
when the ſlaves are ſerved by their maſters, is 
ſeriouſly continued by them through the whole 
year, and through the whole courſe of their 


lives; accompanied too with ſome circumſtances» 


which ſtill farther augment the abſurdity and ridicule, 
Your ſport only elevates for a few days thoſe whom 
fortune has thrown down, and whom ſhe too, in ſport, 
may really elevate for ever above you: But this na- 


*. gravely exalts thoſe, whom nature has ſubjected 


them, and whoſe inferiority and infirmities are ab- 
ſolutely incurable. The women, though without vir- 
tue, are their maſters and ſovereigns: Theſe they re · 
verence, praiſe and magnify: To theſe. they pay the 
higheſt deference and reipect: And in all places and 
at all times, the ſuperiority of the females is readily 
acknowledged and ſubmitted to by every one, who 
has the leaſt pretenſions to education and politeneſs. 


» rac AER xs kept the feaſt of SATURN or CMAoNUs, a3 
well as the Romans, See Luc IAR. Epiſt, SATURN, b 


Scarce 
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Scarce any crime would be fo univerſally deteſted ay 
. | 


: You hood 3 "replies Patanevse; ; 1 
can eaſily conjecture the people whom you aim at. 
The ſtrokes, with which you have painted them, are 
pretty juſt; and yet you muſt acknowledge, that 
ſcarce any people are to be found, either in antient or 
modern times, whoſe national FbggaQer is, upon the 
whole, leſs liable to exception; at} I give yon 
thanks for helping me out with my argument. had 
no intention of exalting the moderns at the expence 
of the antients. I only meant to repreſent the uncer- 
tainty of all cheſe judgments coneerning characters; 
and to convince you, that faſhion, vogue, cuſtom and 
law, were the chief foundation of all moral deter- 
niimations,' The Arnswtans HFarely, were 4 civi- 
EHred, intelligent people, if ever there was one ; and 
yet man of wert might, in in this age, be held in 
Horror and execration. The Fx even are alſo, with- 
out doubt, a very civilized, intelligent people; and 
yet their man of i: might, with the ArnENIANs, 
be an objet of the higheſt contempt and ridicule, 
and even hatred. And what renders the matter more 
extraordinary : Theſe two people are ſuppoſed to be 
the moſt ſimilar in their national cu. Aer of any in 
antient and modern times; and while the tu. yy 
fatter themſelves that they reſemble the Romans, 


their neighbours on the continent draw the paralle] 


between 
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between themſelyes and thoſe polite Gazzxs, What 
wide difference, therefore, in the ſentiments. of mo- 
rals, muſt be found between civilized nations and 
Barbarians, or between nations Whoſe characters have 
little in common? How ſhall we pretend to fix a ſtan» 
dard for judgments of this nature 


Br tracing matters, replied I, a little higher, and 
examining the firſt principles, which each nation eſta- 
bliſhes, of blame or cenſure. The Rxytxng flows 
north, the Ryone ſouth ; yet both ſpring from the 
ſame mountain, and are alſo actuated, in their oppo- 
ſite directions, by the /ame principle of gravity. The 
different inclinations of the ground, on which they 
run, cauſe all the difference of their courſes, 


In how many circumſtances would an ATaen1an 
and a FRENCH man of merit certainly reſemble each 


other ? Good ſenſe, knowledge, wit, eloquence, hu-: 


manity, fidelity, truth, juſtice, courage, temperance, 


conſtancy, dignity of mind. Theſe you have all: 


omitted; in order to inſiſt only on the points, in 
which they may, by accident, differ. Very well: I 
am willing to comply with you ; and ſhall endeavour 
to account for theſe differences from the molt univer- 
fal, eſtabliſhed principles of morale. 


Tur Ga rx loves, I care not to examine more par- 
ticularly, I ſhall only obſerve, that, however blame- 
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quency of the gymnaſtic exerciſes among that people ; 
Md were recommended, though abſurdly, as the 
ſource of friendſhip, ſympathy, mutual attachment, 
and fidelity ; 3 —_— in all nations and all 
ages, £5 | 

Tux marriage of half-brothers and ſiſters ſeems no 
great difficulty. Love between the nearer relations is 
contrary to reaſon and public utility; but the preciſe 
point, where we are to ſtop, can ſcarcely be deter- 
mined by natural reaſon ; and is therefore a very pro- 
per ſubje& of municipal law or cuſtom, If the Ar RE. 
NIANS went a little too far on the one fide, the canon 
law has ſurely puſhed matters a great way into the 
other extreme 7. | 


Hay you aſked a parent at Aryans, why he be- 


reaved his child of that life, which he had ſo lately 


given it. »Tis becauſe I love it, he would reply ; 


and regard the poverty which it muſt inherit from 


me, as a greater evil than a death, which it is not 
capable of dreading, feeling, or reſenting 1. 


® PLAT. ſymp, p · 182. Ex edit. S zan. 
+ See Enquiry, Set. IV. | 
"2 PLvT, de amore prolis, ſub fine, 


How 


able; they aroſe from a very innocent cauſe, the fre. 
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How is public liberty, che moſt valuable of all bleſ. 
ſings, to be recovered from the hands of an uſurper 


or tyrant, if his power ſhields him from public rebel- 
lion, and our ſcruples from private vengeance? That 


his crime is capital by law, you acknowledge : And- 


muſt the higheſt aggravation of his crime, the putting 
himſelf above law, form his full ſecurity ? You can 
reply nothing, but by ſhowing the great inconvenien- 
cies of aſſaſſination ; which could any one have proved 
clearly to the antients, he had reformed their ſenti- 
ments in this particular, 


Acain, to caſt your eye on the picture which I 
have drawn of modern manners; there is almoſt as 
great difficulty, I acknowledge, to juſtify Fx RN as 
Greex gallantry; except only, that the former is 
much more natural and agreeable than the latter. But 
our neighbours, it ſeems, have reſolved to ſacrifice 
ſome of the domeſtic to the ſociable pleaſures; and to 
prefer eaſe, freedom, and an open commerce to 2a 
ſtrict fidelity and conſtancy. Theſe ends are both 
good, and are ſomewhat difficult to reconcile ; nor 
need we be ſurprized, if the cuſtoms of nations incline 


too much, ſometimes to the one fide, ſometimes to the 
other. 


Tus moſt inviolable attachment to the laws of our 
country is every-where acknowledged a capital virtue ; 
and where the people are not fo happy, as to have 

any 
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any other legiſlature but a ſingle perſon, the iriftet 
loyalty is, in that cafe, the trüeſt patriotiſm, 


 NoTnrins furely can be more abfurd and barbarous 
than the practice of duelling ; but thoſe, who juſtify 
, ſay, that it begets civility and good manners. And 
2 dueliſt, you may obſerve, always values himſelf upon 
his courage, his ſenſe. of honour, his fidelity and 
friendſhip; qualities; which are here indeed very 
oddly directed, but which have been eſteemed univer- 
ſally, ſince the foundation of the world. 


Have the gods forbid ſelf-murder ? An ArnzE- 
nIAN allows, that it ought to be forborn, Has the 
| Deity permitted it) A Frrncnaman allows, that 

nr is Preferable to pain and eons A ve" | 


cov: ſee then, ien I, that the principles 
upon which men reaſon in morals are always the ſame 
though the conclufions which they draw are often very 
different. That they all reaſon aright with regard to 
this ſubject, more than with regard to any other, it is 
not incumbent” on any moraliſt to ſhow. *Tis ſuffici- 
ent, that the original principles of cenſure or blame 
are uniform, and that erroneous . concluſions can be 
corrected by ſounder reaſoning and larger experience, 

Though many ages haye elapſed fince the fall of 
Gun and Rows; though many changes have ar- 


| nved in reli gion, language, laws, and cuſtoms z none 
of 
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of theſe revolutions has ever produced any conſider- 
able innovation in the primary ſentiments of morals, 
more than in thoſe of external beauty, Some minute 
differences, perhaps, may be obſerved in both. Ho- 
dach“ celebrates a low forehead, and Ax acREOR 
joined eye-brows : But the Aror Lo and the Vexus 
of antiquity are ſtill our models for male and female 
beauty; in like manner as the character of Seir 10 
continues our ſtandard for the glory of heroes, and 
that of Cox N ELI A for the honour of matrons. 


Ir appears, that there never was any quality, re- 
commended by any one, as a virtue or moral excel- 
lence; but on account of its being 2/ ful, or agreeable, 
to a man him/elf, or to others, For what other rea- 
ſon can there ever be aſſigned for praiſe or approba- 
tion? Or where would be the ſenſe of extolling a go 
character or action, which, at the ſame time, is allowed 
to be good for nothing? All the differences, therefore, 
in morals may be reduced to this one general founda- 
tion, and may be accounted for by the different views, 
which people take of theſe circumſtances. 


SomET1MES: men differ in their judgment about 
the uſefulneſs of any habit or action: Sometimes alſo 


® Epiſt. ib, 1. epiſt. 7. Alſo lib. 1. ode 3, 


+ Ode a8. PxTRONIVS (cap. 6.) joins both theſe circum- 
ances as beauties, 


Volt. IV. M 
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the peculiar circumſtances of things render one moral 
quality more uſeful than others, and give it a pecu- 
liar preference. | 


Tis not ſurpriſing, that, during a period of war, 
and diſorder, the military virtues ſhould be more cele. 
brated than the pacific, and attract more the admira- 
tion and attention of mankind. © How uſual is it,” 


ſays TuLLy *, © to find CiMmpRrians, CelTiBe- 
« rRIANS, and other barbarians, who bear, with in- 


« flexible conſtancy, all the fatigues and dangers of 


the field; but are immediately diſpirited under the 


c pain and hazard of a languiſhing diſtemper : while, 


on the other hand, the Greeks patiently endure 


te the flow approaches of death, when armed with 
&« ſickneſs and diſeaſe ; but timorouſly fly his pre- 
« ſence, when he attacks them violently with ſwords 
% and falchions !” So oppoſite is even the ſame vir- 
tue of courage among warlike or peaceful nations ! 
And indeed, we may obſerve, that as the difference 
between war and peace is the greateſt which ariſes a- 
mong nations and public ſocieties, it produces alſo the 
greateſt variations in moral ſentiment, and diverſifies 
the molt our idea of virtue and perſonal merit, 


SOMETIMES too, magnanimity, greatneſs of mind, 
diſdain of ſlavery, inflexible rigour and integrity, may 


ſuit better the circumſtances of one age than thoſe of 


„ Tuſc, Queſt, lib, 2. 


another, 
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another, and have a more kindly influence, both on 
public affairs, and on a man's own ſafety and advance- 
ment. Our idea of merit, therefore, will alſo vary a 
little with theſe variations; and LAB EO, perhaps, be 
cenſured for the ſame qualities, which procured Cato 
the higheſt approbation. , 


A DEGREE of luxury may be ruinous and perni- 


cious in a native of SWITZERLAND, which only foſ- 
ters the arts, and encourages indultry in a FR ERNCRAH./ͥ 


MAN of ENGL1S$HMAN., We are not, therefore, to 


expect, either the ſame ſentiments, or the ſame laws 
in BzaNe, which prevail in LoxDox or Paz1s, 


D1ireerexT cuſtoms have alſo ſome influence as. 


well as different utilities; and by giving an early biaſs 
to the mind, may produce a ſuperior propenſity, 
either to the uſeful or the agreeable qualities; to 
thoſe, which regard ſelf, or thoſe, which extend to 
ſociety. Theſe four ſources of moral ſentiment ſtill 
ſubſiſt; but particular accidents may, at one time, 
make any one of them flow with greater abundance 
than at another. 


Taz cuſtoms of ſome nations ſhut up the women 
from all ſocial commerce : Thoſe of others make 
them ſo eſſential a part of ſociety and converſation, 
that, except where buſineſs is tranſacted, the male- 


ſex alone are ſuppoſed almoſt wholly incapable of- 
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mutual diſcourſe and entertainment. As this diffe- 
rence is the moſt material, which can happen in pri- 
vate life, it muſt alſo produce the greateſt variation in 


our moral ſentiments. 


Or all nations in the world, Where polygamy was 
not allowed, the Ga EEE s ſeem to have been the moſt 
reſerved in their commerce with the fair-ſex, and to 
have impoſed on them the ſtricteſt laws of modeſty and 
decency. We have a ſtrong inſtance of this in an 
oration of Lys1as *. A widow injured, ruined, un- 
done, calls a meeting of a few of her neareſt friends 
and relations; and though never before actuſtomed, 
ſays the orator, to ſpeak in the preſence of men, the 
diſtreſs of her circumſtances conſtrained her to lay 
the caſe before them. The very opening her mouth 
in ſuch company required, it ſeems, an apology, 


Wren DemosTHENnts proſecuted his tutors, to 
make them refund his patrimony, it became neceſſary 
for him, in the courſe of the law-ſait, to prove that 
the marriage of ArHoBus's ſiſter with Ox ETER was 
entirely fraudulent, and that, notwithſtanding her 
ſham marriage, ſhe had lived with her brother at 
ATHENs for two years laſt paſt, ever ſince her divorce 
from her former huſband, And tis remarkable, that 
though theſe were people of the firſt fortune and di- 


* Orat, 33 · 
ſtinction 
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ſtinction in the city, the orator could prove this fact 
no way, but by cailing for her female ſlaves to be put 
to the queſtion, and by the evidence of one Myſician, 


who had ſeen her in her brother's houſe during her 
illneſs *. So reſerved were Ga BEK manners, 


We may be aſſured, that an extreme purity was 

the conſequence ofthis reſerve. Accordingly we find, 
chat, except the fabulous ſtories of an HELEN and 
a CLYTEMNESTRA, there ſcarce is an inſtance of any 
event in the Ga EER hiſtory, which proceeded from the 
intrigues of women. On the other hand, in modern 
times, particularly in a neighbouring nation, the fe- 
males enter into all tranſactions and all management 
of church and ſtate: And no man can expect ſucceſe, 
who takes not care to obtain their good graces. 
HakRY the third, by incurring the diſpleaſure of the 


fair, endangered his crown, and loſt his life, as much 


as by his indulgence to hereſy. 


*T1s needlefs to diſſemble : The conſequence of a 
very free commerce between the ſexes, ' and of their 


living much together, will often terminate in intrigues 
and gallantry, We muſt facrifice ſomewhat of the 
uſeful, if we be very anxious to obtain all the qgz2ree- 
able qualities; and cannot pretend to reach alike every 
kind of advantage. Inſtances of licence, daily multi- 


* In Oneterem. 


M 3 plying, 


- „ - 


-w 
I — — 
— * 2 — * — * = = 
79- — = act . 2 — — WI - — 5 
— — 
1 
. * q . * — - — 

i . TO IE "WAFS * — p> 


- . 2 
a . — 
F - — „ 


+ - 1 
3 b 
- 2 * <q — _ 


= 
=_— 

y 

By 

4 
1 


— — — — — —— — — — — 


— 2 —— 


— . — -— 


| 


2456 A DIALOG u E, 


plying, ll weaken the ſcandal with the one ſex, and 
teach the other, by degrees, to adopt the famous 
maxim of La FoxTaine, with regard to female infi- 
delity, that if one knows it, it is but a ſmall matter ; 


- if one knows it net, it is nothing *. 


Some people are inclined to think, that the beſt 
way of adjuſting all differences, and of keeping the 
proper medium between the agreeab/e and the 207 
qualities of the ſex is to live with them after the man- 
ner of the Romans and the EncLisn (for the cuſtoms, 
of theſe two nations ſeem ſimilar in this reſpect +) that 


is, without gallantry f and without jealouſy. By a 


parity of reaſon, the cuſtoms of the SpaniarDs and of 
the ITAL1ans of an age ago (for the preſent are very 


Quand on le ſgait c'eſt peu de choſe : 
; Quand on ne le ſgait pas, ce n'eſt rien. 


+ During the time of the emperors, the Romans ſeem to | 
have been more given to intrigues and gallantry than the Exc- 
1 18h are at preſent : And the women of condition, in order to 
retain their lovers, endeavoured to fix a name of reproach on 
thoſe, who were addicted to wenching and low amours, They 
were called AxcILLArIotl, See SENECA de beneficiis, 
Lib, 2. cap. 9. See alſo MAx TIAL, lib, 12. epig. 58. 


1 The gallantry here meant is that of amours and attach- 
ments, not that of complaiſance, which is as much paid to the 


- fair-ſex in England as in any other country. 


different) 
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different) muſt be the worſt of any ; becauſe they 


favour both gallantry and jealouſy. 


Nox will theſe different cuſtoms of nations affect 
only the one ſex: Their idea of perſonal merit in the 
males muſt alſo be ſomewhat different with regard, at 
leaſt, to converſation, addreſs, and humour, The 
one nation, where the men live much apart, will na- 
turally more approve of prudence; the other, of 
gaiety. With the one ſimplicity of manners will 


be in the higheſt eſteem ; with the other, politeneſs. 


The one will diſtinguiſh themſelves by good-ſenſe and 
judgment; the other, by taſte and delicacy. The 
eloquence of the former will ſhine moſt in the ſenate ; 
that of the other, on the theatre. | 


Tus E, I ſay, are the natural effects of ſuch cuſ- 
toms. For it muſt be confeſſed, that chance has a 
great influence on national manners; and many events 
happen in ſociety, which are not to be accounted for 
by general rules. Who could imagine, for inſtance, 
that the Romans, who lived freely with their women, 
ſhould be very indifferent about muſic, and eſteem 
dancing infamous: While the Grzexs, who never 
almoſt ſaw a woman but in their own houſes, were 


continually piping, ſinging, and dancing? 


Tus differences of moral ſentiment, which natu- 
rally ariſe from a republican or monarchical govern- 
M 4 ment, 
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ment, are alſo very obvious; as well as thoſe, which 
proceed from general riches or poverty, union or 
faction, ignorance or learning. I ſhall conclude this 
long diſcourſe with obſerving, that different cuſtoms 
and ſituations vary not the original ideas of merit 
(however they may, ſome conſequences) in any very 
eſſential point, and prevail chiefly with regard to 
young men, ' whio can aſpire to the agreeable qualities, 
and may attempt to pleaſe. The MANNER, the 


ORNAMENTS, the GRACES, which ſucceed in 


this ſhape, are more arbitrary and caſual : But” the 
merit of riper years is almoſt every-where the ſame ; 
and conſiſts chiefly in integrity, humanity, ability, 
knowledge and the other more ſolid and uſeful quali- 
ties of the human mind. 


Wrar you -infift on, replied Pat Aurpzs, may 
have ſome foundation, when you adhere to the max- 


ims of common life and ordinary conduct. Experi- 


ence and the practice of the world readily correct any 

t extravagance on either ſide. But what ſay you 
to artificial lives and manners? How do you reconcile 
the maxims, on which in different ages and nations, 
theſe are founded ? 


Wrar- do you underſtand by artificial lives and 
manners? ſaid I. I explain myſelf, replied he. You 
know, that religion had, in antient times, very little 


influence on common life, and that, after men had 


performed 
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performed their duty in ſacrifices and prayers at the 
temple, they thought, that the gods left the reſt of 
their conduct to themſelves, and were little pleaſed or 
offended with thoſe virtues or vices, which only af- 
ſected the peace and happineſs of human ſociety. In 
thoſe ages, it was the buſineſs of philoſophy alone to 


regulate men's ordinary behaviour and deportment; 
and accordingly, we may obſerve, that this being the 


ſole principle, by which a man could elevate himſelf 
above his fellows, it acquired a mighty aſcendant 
over many, and produced great fingularities of max- 
ims and of conduct. At preſent, that philoſaphy has 
loſt the allurement of novelty, it has no ſuch extenſive 
influence; but ſeems to confine itſelf moſtly to ſpecu- 
lations in the cloſet; in the ſame manner, as the an- 
tient religion was limited to facrifices in the temple. 
Its place is now ſupplied by the modern religion, 
which inſpe&s our whole conduct, and preſcribes an 
univerſal rule to our actions, to our words, to our 
very thoughts and inclinations; a rule ſo much the 
more auſtere, that it is guarded by infinite, though 
diſtant, rewards and puniſhments; and no infraction 
of it can ever be concealed or diſguiſed. 


Diocuxx Es is the moſt celebrated model of extra- 


vagant philoſophy, Let us ſeek a parallel to him in 


modern times. We ſhall not diſgrace any philoſophic 
name by a compariſon with the Dowixics or 
LoroLas, or any canonized monk or friar. Let us 
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| tions, and to love and ſpeak well of his enemies. The 
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compare him to Pasca , a man of parts and genius 
as well, as Diocenzs himſelf; and perhaps too, a 


| man of virtue, had he allowed his virtuous inclinations 
x have exerted and diſplayed themſelves, 


Tu foundation of Diocenss's conduct was an 


2 to render himſelf an independent being as 


much as poſlible, and to confine all his wants and de. 
ſires and pleaſures within himſelf and his own mind: 
The aim of PascaL was to keep a perpetual ſenſe 
-of his dependance before his eyes, and never to forget 


his numberleſs wants and neceſſities. The antient 
ſupported himſelf by magnanimity, oſtentation, pride, 


and the idea of his own ſuperiority above his fellow. 


creatures. The modern made conſtant profeſſion of 


humility and abaſement, of the contempt and hatred 
of himſelf; and endeavoured to attain theſe ſuppoſed 


virtues, as far as they are attainable. The auſterities 
of the Ga Ex were in order to inure himſelf to hard- 
"ſhips, and prevent his ever ſuffering : Thoſe of the 
FRENCHMAN were embraced merely for their own 
fake, and in order to ſuffer as much as poflible. 


philoſopher indulged himſelf in the moſt beaſtly plea- 


ſures, even in public: The ſaint refuſed himſelf the 
| moſt innocent, even in private. The former thought 


it his duty to love his friends, and to rail at them, and 


reprove them, and ſcold them: The latter endeavour- 


ed to be abſolutely indifferent towards his neareſt rela- 


great 
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great object of Dioc ENES's wit was every kind of ſu- 

perſtition, that is, every kind of religion known in 

his time. The mortality of the ſoul was his ſtandard 

principle; and even his ſentiments of a divine provi- 
dence ſeem to have been very licentious. The moſt 
ridiculous ſuperſtitions directed PA s calls faith and 
practice; and an extreme contempt of this life, in 
compariſon of the future, was the chief foundation of 
his conduct. | 


In ſuch a remarkable contraſt do theſe two men 
ſtand : Yet both of them have met with general ad- 
miration in their different ages, and have been pro- 
poſed as models of imitation. Where then is the uni- 
verſal ſtandard of morals, which you talk of ? And 
what rule ſhall we eftabliſh for the many different, 
nay contrary ſentiments of mankind ? 


A experiment, ſaid I, which ſucceeds in the air, 
will not always ſucceed in a vacuum. When men de- 
part from the maxims of common reaſon, and affect 
theſe artificial lives, as you call them, no-one can an- 
ſwer for what will pleaſe or diſpleaſe them. They are 
in a different element from the reſt of mankind ; and 
the natural principles of their mind play not with the 
ſame regularity, as if left to themſelves, free from the 
illuſions of religious ſuperſtition or philoſophical en- 
thuſiaſm. 


THE 
NATURAL HISTORY 


O F 
RELIGION. 


INTRODUCTION. 


S every enquiry, which regards religion is of the 


particular, which challenge our principal attention, 
to wit, that concerning its foundation in reaſon, and 
that concerning its origin in human nature. Happily, 
the firſt queſtion, which is the moſt important, ad- 
mits of the moſt obyious, at leaſt, the cleareſt ſolu- 
tion. The whole frame of nature beſpeaks an intel- 
ligent author; and no rational enquirer can, after ſe- 
rious reflexion, ſuſpend his belief a moment with re- 
gard to the primary principles of genuine Theiſm 
and Religion, But the other queſtion, concerning 

the 


* 
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utmoſt importance, there are two queſtions in 
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the origin of religion in human nature, is expoſed to 
ſome more difficulty. The belief of inviſible, intel. 
| ligent power has been very generally diffuſed over 
the human race, in all places and in all ages; but it 
has neither perhaps been fo univerſal as to admit of 
no exceptions, nor has it been, in any degree, uni- 
form in the ideas, which it has ſuggeſted. Some 
nations have been diſcovered, who entertained no 
ſentiments of Religion, if travellers and hiſtorians 
may be credited; and no two nations, and ſcarce any 
two men, have ever agreed preciſely in the ſame ſen- 
timents. It would appear, therefore, that this pre- 
conception ſprings not from an original inſtin or 
primary impreſſion of nature, ſuch as gives riſe to 
ſelf. love, affection between the ſexes, love of pro- 
geny, gratitude, reſentment; ſince every inſtinct of 
this kind has been found abſolutely univerſal in all 
nations and ages, and has always a preciſe determi- 
nate object, which it inflexibly purſues. The firſt re- 
ligious principles muſt be ſecondary; ſuch as may 
eaſily be perverted by various accidents and cauſes, 
and whoſe operation too, in ſome caſes, may, by an 
extraordinary concurrence of circumſtances, be alto. 
gether prevented, What thoſe principles are, which 
give riſe to the original belief. and what thoſe acci- 
4525 and cauſes are, which direct i its operation, is the 


Tubje& of our preſent enquiry. 


Ser, 


The NATUnAL Hisror r of RExLIOI0 . 255 


Szor, I. That Pohtheiſm auas the primary Religion 
of Men, 


| Ir appears to me, that if we conſider the improve- 


ment of human ſociety, from rude beginnings to a 
ſtate of greater perfection, polytheiſm or idolatry 
was, and neceſſarily muſt have been, the firſt and 
moſt antient religion of mankind. This opinion I 


ſhall endeavour to confirm by the following argu- 
ments. 


Tis a matter of fact inconteſtable, that about 
1700 years ago all mankind were idolaters. The 
doubtful and ſceptical principles of a few philoſo- 
phers, or the theiſm, and that too not entirely pure, of 
one or two nations, form no objection worth regard- 
ing. Behold then the clear teſtimony of hiſtory. The 
farther we mount up into antiquity, the more do we 
find mankind plunged into idolatry. No marks, no 
ſymptoms of any more perfect religidf, The moſt 
antient records of human race ſtill preſent us with 


polytheiſm as the popular and eſtabliſhed ſyſtem. 
The north, the ſouth, the eaſt, the weſt, give their 
- unanimous teſtimony to the ſame fact. What can be 
oppoſed to ſo full an evidence * 


As far as writing or hiſtory reaches, mankind, in 


- antient times, appear univerſally to have been poly- 


theiſts. 
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theiſts, Shall we aſſert, that, in more antient times, 
before the knowledge of letters, or the diſcovery of 


any art or ſcience, men entertained the principles of | 


pure theiſm ? That is, while they were ignorant and 
barbarous, they diſcovered truth: But fell into error, 


here de eres eee 4p! og rrarghl 


Bur in this afſertion you not only contradidt all 
appearance of probability, but alſo our preſent expe- 
rience concerning the principles and opinions of bar- 
barous nations. The ſavage tribes of Aux Ic, 
AFRICA, and As 14 are all idolaters. Not a ſingle 
exception to this rule. Inſomuch, that, were a tra- 
veller to tranſport himſelf into any unknown region; 
if he found inhabitants cultivated with arts and ſci- 
_ tho' even upon that ſuppoſition there are odds 

their being theiſts, yet could he not ſafely, 
al farther enquiry, pronounce any thing on that 
head: But if he found them ignorant and barbarous, 
he might beforehand declare them idolaters ; and 
there ſcarce is a poſſibility of his being miſtaken. 


Ir ſeems certain, that, according to the natural 
progreſs of human thought, the ignorant multitude 
muſt firſt entertain ſome groveling and familiar notion 
of ſuperior powers, before they ſtretch their concep- 
tion to that perfect Being, who beſtowed order on 
the whole frame of nature. We may as reaſonably 


e that men inhabited palaces before huts. and 
cottages, 
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cottages, or ſtudied geometry before agriculture z as 

aſſert that the Deity appeared to them a pure ſpirit, 

omniſcient, omnipotent, and omnipreſent, before he 

was apprehended to be 2 powerful, thoꝰ limited be- 

ing, with human paſſions and appetites, limbs and 

organs, The mind riſes gradually, from inferior to 

ſuperior ; By abſtracting from what is imperfeR, it 
forms an idea of perfection: And ſlowly diftinguiſh- 

ing the nobler parts of its frame from the groſſer, it 
learns to transfer only the former, much elevated and 
refined, to its divinity. Nothing could diſturb this 
natural progreſs of thought, but ſome obvious and 
invincible argument, which might immediately lead 
the mind into the pure principles of theiſm, and 
make it overleap, at one bound, the vaſt interval 
which is interpoſed between the human and the di- 
vine nature. But tho' I allow, that the order and 
frame of the univerſe, when accurately examined, 
affords ſuch an argument; yet I can never think 
that this conſideration could have an influence on 
mankind when they formed their firſt rude notions of 
religion. 


Tux cauſes of objects, which are quite familiar to 
us, never ftrike our attention or curioſity ; and how- 
ever extraordinary or ſurprizing theſe objects may be 
in themſelves, they are paſſed over, by the raw and 
ignorant multitudes without much examination or 
enquiry. Apa, riſing at once, in paradiſe, and in 
the 
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the full perfection of his faculties, would naturally, 
as repreſented by Mil rox, be aſtoniſhed at the glb. 
rious appearances of nature, the heavens, the air, the 
earth, his own organs and members; and would be 
led to aſk, whence this wonderful ſcene aroſe. But: 
barbarous, neceſſitous animal (ſuch as man is on the 
firſt origin of ſociety) preſſed by ſuch numerous wants 
and paſſions, has no leifure to admire the regular 
face of nature, or make enquiries concerning the 
cauſe of objects, to which, from his infancy, he haz 
been gradually accuſtomed. On the contrary, the more 
regular and uniform, that is, the more perfect, na. 
ture appears, the more is he familiarized to it, and 
the leſs inclined to ſcrutinize and examine it. A 
+ monſtrous birth excites his curiofity, and is deemed a 
prodigy. It alarms him from its novelty ; and im- 
mediately ſets him a trembling, and ſacrificing, and 
praying. But an animal compleat in all its limbs and 
organs, is to him an ordinary ſpectacle, and pro- 
duces no religious opinion or affection. Aſk him, 
whence that animal aroſe; he will tell you, from the 
copulation of its parents. And theſe, whence! 
From the copulation of theirs. A few removes ſa- 
tisfy his curioſity, and ſet the objects at ſuch a dil- 
tance, that he entirely loſes fight of them. Imagine 
not, that he will ſo much as ſtart the queſtion, whence 
the firſt animal; much leſs, whence the whole ſyſtem 
or united fabric of the univerſe aroſe. Or, if you 


art ſuch a queſtion to him, expect not, that he will 
employ 
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employ. his mind with any anxiety about a ſubject, 
ſo remote, ſo unintereſting, and which ſo much ex- 


ceeds the bounds of his capacity. 


Bur farther, if men were at firſt led into the be- 
lief of one ſupreme Being, by reaſoning from the 
frame of nature, they could never poſſibly leave that 
belief, in order to embrace idolatry; but the ſame 
principles of reaſoning, which at firſt produced and 
diffuſed over mankind, ſo magnificent an opinion, 
muſt be able, with greater facility, to preſerve it. 
The firſt invention and proof of any doctrine is in- 
finitely more difficult than the ſupporting and retain- 
ing it, | 

Tua is a great difference between hiſtorical 
facts and ſpeculative opinions; nor is the knowledge 
of the one propagated in the ſame manner with that 
of the other. An hiſtorical fact, while it paſſes by 
oral tradition from eye-witneſſes and contemporaries, 
is diſguiſed in every ſucceſſive narration, and may at 
laſt retain but very ſmall, if any, reſemblance of the 
original truth, on which it was founded. The frail 
memories of men, their love of exaggeration, their 
ſupine careleſneſs ; theſe principles, if not corrected 
by books and writing, ſoon pervert the account of 


hiſtorical events, where argument or reaſoning has 


| little or no place; nor can ever recal the truth, which 
. a , has 


- 
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has once eſcaped thoſe narrations. *Tis thus the 
fables of Hexcures, Tus us, Baccavs are ſup- 
poſed to have been originally founded in true hiſtory, 
corrupted by tradition. But with regard to ſpecula. 
tive opinions, the caſe is far otherwiſe. If theſe opi. 
nions be founded in arguments ſo clear and obviou 
as to carry conviction with the generality of man- 
kind, the ſame arguments, which at - firſt diffuſed the 
opinions, will fill preſerve them in their original pu- 
rity, If the arguments be more abſtruſe, and more 
remote from vulgar apprehenſions, the opinions will 
always be confined to a few perſons ; and as foon a 
men leave the contemplation of the arguments, the 
opinions will immediately be loſt and be buried in obli- 
vion. Which ever fide of this dilemma we take, it 
muſt appear impoſſible, that theiſm could, from rea. 
ſoning, have been the primary religion of human 
race, and have afterwards, by its corruption, given 
birth to idolatry and to all the various ſuperſtitions 
of the heathen world. Reaſon, when very obvious, 
prevents theſe corruptions : When abſtruſe, it keeps 
the principles entirely from the knowledge of the 
vulgar, who are alone liable to corrupt any prin- 
ciples, or opinions, 


Sect, 
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- SgcT. II. Origin of Polycheiſm. 


Ir we would, therefore, indulge our curioſity, in 
enquiring concerning the origin of religion, we muſt 
turn our thoughts towards idolatry or polytheiſm, the 
primitive Religion of uninſtructed mankind. 


Were men led into the apprehenſion of inviſible, 
intelligent power by a contemplation of the works of 
nature, they could never poſſibly entertain any con- 
ception but of one ſingle being, who beſtowed exiſt- 
ence and order on this vaſt machine, and adjuſted all 
its parts, according to one regular plan or connected 
ſyſtem. For tho”, to perſons of a certain turn of 
mind, it may not appear altogether abſurd, that ſeve- 
ral independent beings, endowed with ſuperior wiſdom, 
might conſpire in the contrivance and execution of 
one regular plan; yet is this a mere arbitrary ſuppo- 
ſition, which, even if allowed poſſible, muſt be con- 
feſſed neither to be ſupported by probability nor ne- 
ceſſity. All things in the univerſe are evidently of a 
piece. Every thing is adjuſted to every thing. One 
deſign prevails thro' the whole. And this uniformity 
leads the mind to acknowledge one author; becauſe 
the conception of different authors, without any dif- 
tinction of attributes or operations, ſerves only to 

give 


| 


now triumphs over its enemies, may anon ſabmit to 


obvious ſuppoſition, 
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give perplexity to the imagination, without beſtoy. 
ing any ſatisfaction on the underſtanding “. 


Om the other hand, if, leaving the.works of na. 
ture, we trace the footſteps of inviſible power in the 
various and contrary events of human life, we are 
neceſſarily led into. polytheiſm and to the acknoy. 
ledgement of ſeveral limited and imperfe& deities, 
Storms and tempeſts ruin what is nouriſhed by the 
ſun. The ſun deſtroys what is foſtered by the moi. 
ture of dews and rains. War may be favourable to 
a nation, whom the inclemency of the ſeaſons af. 
flicts with famine. Sickneſs and peſtilence may de- 
populate a kingdom, amidſt the moſt profuſe plenty, 
The ſame nation is not, at the ſame time, equally 
ſucceſsful by ſea and by land, And a nation, which 


their more proſperous arms. In ſhort, the conduct of 
events, or what we call the plan of a particular pro- 
vidence, is ſo full of variety and uncertainty, that, 
if we ſuppoſe it immediately ordered by any intelli- 


* The ftatue of Laocoon, as we learn from Priny, was 
the work of three artiſts; But *tis certain, that, were we not 
told ſo, we ſhould never have concluded, that a groupe of figures, 
cut from one ſtone, and united in one plan, was not the work 
and contrivance of one ſtatuary, To aſcribe any ſingle effect to 
the combination of ſeyeral cauſes, is not ſurely a natural and 


; gent 
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gent beings, we muſt acknowledge a contrariety in 
their deſigns and intentions, a conſtant combat of 
oppoſite powers, and a repentance or change of in- 
tention in the ſame power, from impotence or levity. 
Each nation has its tutelar deity. Each element is 
ſubjected to its inviſible power or agent. The pro- 
vince of each god is ſeparate from that of another. 
Nor are.the operations of the ſame god always cer- 
tain and invariable : To day he protects: To mor- 
row he abandons us. Prayers and ſacrifices, rites 
and ceremonies, well or ill performed, are the ſources 
of his favour or enmity, and produce all the good 
or ill fortune, which are to be found amongſt man- 
kind, 


We may conclude, therefore, that in all nations, 
which have embraced polytheiſm or idolatry, the firſt 
ideas of religion aroſe not from a contemplation of 
the works of nature, but from a concern with regard 
to the events. of life, and from the inceſſant hopes 
and fears, which actuate the human mind. Accord- 
ingly, we find, that all idolators, having. ſeparated 
the provinces of their deities, have recourſe to that 
inviſible agent, to whoſe authority they are immedi- 
ately ſubjected, and whoſe province it is to ſuperin- 
tend that courſe of actions, in which they are, at any 
time, engaged, Juno is invoked at marriages ; 
Lucina at births. NsPTUNe receives the prayers 
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of ſeamen; and Mass of warriors. The huſband. 
man cultivates bis field under the protection of Cexs;; 
and the merchant acknowledges the authority of 
Mzzcury. Each natural event is ſuppoſed to be 
governed by ſome intelligent agent ; and nothing prof. 
perous or adverſe can happen in life, which may not 
be the ſubje& of peguliar prayers or thankſgivings ®, 


Ir muſt neceſſarily, indeed, be allowed, that, in 


order to carry men's attention beyond the preſent 
courſe of things, of lead them into any inference con- 
cerning inviſible intelligent power, they muſt be actu- 
ated by ſome paſſion, which prompts their thought and 
reflection; ſome motive, which urges their firſt enqui- 
ry. But what paſſion ſhall we here have recourſe to, for 
explaining an effect of ſuch mighty conſequence ? Not 
ſpeculative curioſity ſurely, or the pure love of truth, 
That motive is too refined for ſuch groſs apprehen- 


4 Fragilis et laborioſa mortalitas in partes iſta digeſſit, in- 
& firmitatis ſuæ memor, ut portionibus quiſquis coleret, quo 
«- maxime indigeret. Pr IN. lib, ii, cap, 7. So early as Hx- 
$10D's time there were 30,000 deities, Oper, & Dier. lib, i, 
ver. 250, But the taſk to be performed by theſe, ſeems ſtill too 
great for their number. The provinces of the deities were ſo 
ſubdivided, that there was even a God of Sneezing, See Ax 18 r. 
Probl, ſect. 33. cap. 7. The province of copulation, ſuitable 
to the importance and dignity of it, was divided among ſeveral 

deities, 
| 3 fions, 


an TY Tc. Fw 


„ > > > 


— 


— — 


The NAruRAL HisToryY of Rericiovs. 26; 


fions, and would lend men into enquiries concerning 
the frame of nature; a ſubject too large and com- 
prehenſive for their narrow capacities. No paſſions, 
therefore, can be ſuppoſed to work upon ſuch bar- 
barians, but the ordinary affections of human life; 
the anxious concern for happineſs, the dread of fu- 
ture miſery, the terror of death, the thirſt of re- 
venge, the appetite for ſood and other neceſſaries. 
Agitated by hopes and fears of this nature, eſpecially 
the latter, men ſcrutinize, with a trembling curioſity, 
the courſe of future cauſes, and examine the various 
contrary events of human life. And in this diſor- 
dered ſcene, with eyes ſtill more diſordered and aſto- 
niſhed, they ſee the firft obſcure traces of divinity, 


Sect, III. The ſame ſabject continued.” 


We are placed in this world, as in a great theatre, 
where the true ſprings and cauſes of every event, are 
entirely unknown to us; nor. have we either ſufficient 
wiſdom to foreſee, or power to prevent thoſe ills, 
with which we are continually threatened. We hang 
in perpetual ſuſpenſe between life and death, health 
and ſickneſs, plenty and want; which are diſtributed 
amongſt the human ſpecies by ſecret and unknowg 
cauſes, whoſe operation is oft unexpected, and al- 
ways unaccountable. Theſe unknown cauſes, then, 


become the conſtant object of our hope and fear; 
Vol. IV. N and 


« * 
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and while the paſſions are kept in perpetual alarm by 
an anxious expectation of the events, the imagination 
is equally employed in forming ideas of thoſe powers, 
on wl.ich we have ſo entire a dependance. Could 
men anatomize nature, according to the moſt pro- 
bable, at leaſt the moſt intelligible philoſophy, they 
would find, that theſe cauſes are nothing but the par- 
ticular fabric and ſtructure of the minute parts of 
their own bodies and of external objeAs ; and that, 
by a regular and conſtant machinery, all the events 
are produced, about which they are ſo much con- 
cerned. But this philoſophy exceeds the compre- 
henſion of the ignorant multitude, who can only con- 
ceive the unknown cauſes in a general and confuſed 
manner; tho' their imagination, perpetually em- 
ployed on the ſame ſubject, muſt labour to form ſome 
particular and diſtinct idea of them. The more they 
conſider theſe cauſes themſelyes, and the uncertainty 
of their operation, the leſs ſatis faction do they meet 
with in their reſearch ; and, however unwilling, they 
mult at laſt have abandoned ſo arduous an attempt, 
were it not for a propenſity in human nature, which 
leads into a ſyſtem, that gives them ſome ſeeming 
ſatisfaction. 


Tua is an univerſal tendency amongſt mankind 
to conceive all beings like themſelves, and to transfer 


to every object, thoſe qualities, with which they are 
n acquainted, and of which they are inti- 


mately 


d | * , 
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mately conſcious. We find human faces in the moon, 
armies in the clouds ; and by a natural propenſity, if 
not corrected by experience and reflection, aſcribe 
malice and good-will to every thing, that hurts or 
pleaſes us. Hence the frequency and beauty of the 
troſopoparia in poetry, where trees, mountains and 
ſtreams are perſonified, and the inanimate parts of na- 
ture acquire ſentiment and paſſion, And tho" theſe 
poetical figures and expreſſions gain not on the belief, 
they may ſerve, at leaſt, to prove a certain tendency 
in the imagination, without which they could neither 
be beautiful nor natural. Nor is a river-god or hame- 
dryad always taken for a mere poetical or imaginary 
perſonage ; but may ſometimes enter into the real 
creed of the ignorant vulgar ; while each grove or 
field is repreſented as poſſeſt of a particular gexivs or 
inviſible power, which inhabits or protects it. Nay, 
philoſophers cannot entirely exempt themſelves from 
this natural frailty ; but have oft aſcribed to inanimate 
matter the horror of a vacuum, ſympathies, antipathies, 

and other affections of human nature. The abſurdity 

is not leſs, while we caſt our eyes upwards ; and tranſ- 
ferring, as is too uſual, human paſſions and infirmities 

to the deity, repreſent him as jealous and revengeful, 
capricious and partial, and, in ſhort, a wicked and 
fooliſh man in every reſpect, but his ſuperior power 
and authority. No wonder, then, that mankind, be- 
ing placed in ſuch an abſolute ignorance of cauſes, 
and being at the ſame time ſo anxious concerning 


N 2 their 
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their future fortunes, ſhould immediately acknoy. 
| ledge a dependence on inviſible powers, poſſeſſed of 
ſentiment and intelligence, The unknown cauſes, 
which continually employ their thought, appearing 
always in the ſame aſpect, are all apprehended to be 
of the ſame kind or ſpecies. Nor is it long before 


we aſcribe to them thought, and reaſon, and. paſſion, . 


and ſometimes even the limbs and figures of men, 
in order to bring them nearer to a reſemblance with 
| ourſelves. N 


In proportion as any man's ' courſe of life is go- 
verned by accident, we always find, that he encreaſes 
in ſaperſtition ; as may particularly be obſerved of 
gameſters and ſailors, who, tho' of all mankind, the 
leaſt capable of ſerious meditation, abound moſt in fii- 
volous and ſuperſtitious apprehenſions. The gods, 
ſays Co a 10L Ax us in Dionys1vs “, have an influ- 
ence in every affair; but above all, in war; where 
the event is ſo uncertain. All human life, eſpecially 
before the inſtitution of order and good government, 
being ſubje& to fortuitous accidents; it is natural, 
that ſuperſtition ſhould prevail every where in barba. 
rous ages, and put men on the moſt earneſt enquiry 
concerning thoſe inviſible powers, who diſpoſe of 
their happineſs or miſery, Ignorant of aſtronomy 
and the anatomy of plants and animals, and too little 


Lib. viii. 


curious 
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curious to obſerve the admirable adjuſtment of final 
cauſes ; they remain ſtill unacquainted with a firſt and 
ſupreme creator, and with that infinitely perfect ſpirit, * 
who alone, by his almighty will, beſtowed order on 
the whole frame of nature. Such a magnificent idea 
is too big for their narrow conceptions, which can 
neither obſerve the beauty of the work, nor compre- 
hend the grandeur of its author. They ſuppoſe their 
deities, however potent and inviſible, to be-nothing 
but a ſpecies of human creatures, perhaps raiſed fi vm 
among mankind, and retaining all human paſſions 
and appetites, together wich corporeal limbs and or- 
gans. Such limited beings, tho' maſters of human 
fate, being, each of them, incapable of extending 
his influence every where, muſt be vaſtly multiplied, 
in order to anſwer that variety of events, which hap- 


pen over the whole face of nature, Thus every place 


is ſtored with a crowd of local deities ; and thus ido- 
latry has prevailed, and till prevails among the great- 


eſt part of uninſtruted mankind “. 
Ax 


* The following lines of Euxfribzs are ſo much to tle 
preſent purpoſe, that I cannot forbear quoting them 8 


Ou tg e νẽ¶, vr eva, 
Oer ay lag meagooyla mn Wpatty ,, ug. 
Eugeos Nad e Ste wah T6 xai ge, 
Tapayjeor erriberlec, w; ayrwois 
Zrowuty avleg, > HrcuBa, 


N 3 « There 
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Ax of the human affections may lead us into 


dhe notion of inviſible, intelligent power; hope a; 


"well as fear, gratitude as well as afflition:: But if 
we examine our own hearts, or obſerve what paſſe; 
around us, we ſhall find, that men are much oftener 
thrown on their knees by the melancholy than by the 


agreeable paſſions. Proſperity is eafily received as 


our due, and few queſtions are aſæed concerning its 


cauſe or author, It begets cheerfulneſs and aQivity 
and alacrity and a lively enjoyment of every ſocial 
and ſenſual pleaſure: And during this ſtate of mind, 
men have little leiſure or inclination to think of the 


unkhown inviſible regions. On the other hand, 


every diſaſtrous accident alarms us, and ſets us on 
enquiries concerning the principles whence it aroſe : 


Apprehenſions ſpring up with regard to futurity: And 


the mind, ſunk, into diffidence, terror, and melan- 


choly, has recourſe to every method of appealing 
thoſe ſecret, intelligent powers, on whom our fortuns 
is opp: entirely to depend. 


No topic is more uſual with all popular divines 
than to diſplay the advantages of affliftion, in bring- 


ing men to a due ſenſe of religion; by ſubduing their 


confidence and ſenſuality, which, in times of proſ- 
perity, make them forgetful of a divine providence. 


% There is nothing ſecure in the world; no glory, no proſ- 
« perity. The gods toſs all life into con ſuſion; mix every thing 
ce with its reverſe ; that all of us, from our icnorance and un- 
6c certainty, may pay them the more. worſhip and reverence,” 


* % Nor 


— 
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Nor is this topic confined merely to modern religions. 
The ancients have alſo employed it. Fortune has ne- 
wer liberally, without envy, ſays a Ge EEE hiſtorian *, 
beflowed an unmixed bappincſi on menkind; but with all 
her gifts has ever conjoined ſome diſaſtrous circumſtance, 
in ordir to chaſlize men into à reverence for the gods Z 
hom in a continued courſe of proſperity, they are apt to 
neglect and forget. 


War age or period of life is the moſt addict- 
ed to ſuperſtition? The weakeſt and moſt timid, 


What ſex? The ſame anſwer muſt be given. Je 


laders and examples of every kind of ſuperſtition, ſays 
STRABO , are the women. Theſe excite the men 10 
devation and ſupplications, and the obſervance of religi- 
ous days, It is rarr to meet with one that lives apart 
from the females, and yet is addicted to ſuch practices. 
And nothing car, for this reaſen, be more improbable, 
than the account given of an order of men among the 
GzeTEs, who practiſed cvelibacy, and were notwithe 
landing the moſt religious fanatics. A method of rea- 
ſoning, which would lead us to entertain a bad idea 
of the devotion of monks ; did we not know by an 
experience, not ſo. common, perhaps, in STzx AB0's 
days, that one may practiſe celibacy, and profeſs 
chaſtity; and yet maintain the cloſeſt connexions and 
moſt entire ſympathy with that timorous and pious ſex. 


* Drop, 810. lib. iii, + Lib. vii, 
| N 4 SECT, 
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* IV. Deities not i as creators or former; 
| ; "0 the world. 


Tex only point. of theology, in which we ſhall 
find a conſent of mankind almoſt univerſal, is, that 
there is inviſible, intelligent power in the world : But 
whether this power be ſupreme or ſubordinate, whe- 
ther confined to one being, or diſtributed among ſe- 
veral, what attributes, qualities, connexions or prin- 
ciples of action ought to be aſcribed to thoſe beings ; 
concerning all theſe points, there is the wideſt diffe- 
rence in the popular ſyſtems of theology. Our anceſ- 
tors in EvrRoPEe, before the revival of letters, believed, 
as we do at preſent, that there was one ſupreme God, 
the author of nature, whoſe power, tho', in itſelf, 
uncontroulable,. was yet often exerted by the interpo- 
ſition of his angels and ſubordinate miniſters, who 
executed his ſacred purpoſes, But they alſo believed, 
that all nature was full of other inviſible powers; 
fairies, goblins, elves, ſprights ; beings, ſtronger and 
mightier than men, but much inferior to the celeſtial 
natures; who ſurround the throne of God. Now 
ſuppoſe, that any one, in thoſe ages, had denied the 
exiſtence of God and of his angels ; would not his 
impiety juſily have deſerved the appellation of atheiſm, 
even tho' he had ſtill allowed, by ſome odd capricious 


reaſoning, that the ** lories of elves and fairies 
were 
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were juſt and well-grounded ? The difference, on 

, the other hand, between ſuch a perſon and a genuine 

theift is infinitely greater than that, on the other, be- 

tween him and one, that abſolutely excludes all in- 

viſible intelligent power. And it is a fallacy, merely 

from the Caſual reſemblance of names, without any 

conformity of meaning, to rank ſuch nn opinigps 
ander the ſame denomination. 


To any one, als conſiders juſtly of the matter, it 
will appear, that the gods of all polyſheiſts or idola- 
tors are no better than the elves or fairies of our an- 
ceſlors, ahd merit as little any pious worſhip or vene- 
ration. Theſe pretended religioniſts are really a kind 
of ſuperſtitious atheiſts, and acknowledge no being, © 
that correſponds to our idea of a deity. No firſt 
principle of mind or thought: No ſupreme govern- 
ment and adminiſtration : No divine contrivance or 
intention in the fabric of the world. | 


Tas Chins E, when“ their prayers are not an- 
fwered, beat their idols. The deities of the Lar- 
LANDERS are any large ſtone which they meet with 
of an extraordinary ſhape f. The EcyeTian my- 
thologiſts, in order to account for animal worſhip, 
ſaid, that the gods, purſued by the violence of earth- 


Pere le Comte. 
+ Regnard, Voiage de Lapponie, 
Ns 
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born men, who were their enemies, had formerly 


been | obliged. to diſguiſe themſclyes under the ſem- 
blance of beaſts . The Cava, a nation in the leſſer 
As 14, reſolving to admit no; ſtrange gods among 
them, regularly, at certain ſeaſons, aſſembled them- 
ſelves compleatly armed, beat the air with their lances, 
ang proceeded in that manner to, their frontiers ; 
in order, as they ſaid, to expel the foreign deities + 
Net even the immortal gods, ſaid ſome German na- 
tions to 4 Al are a match for the SUEviI t. 


Marv Ws, ſays Dion s in Hour to Varus 
wounded by Drou go, many ills, my daughter, have 
the gods inflited on men: And many ills, in return, 
have men inflicted on the gods l. We need but open 
any claflic author to meet with theſe groſs repreſen- 
tations of the deities; and Loxoix us I with reaſon 
obſerves, that ſuch ideas of the divine nature, if lite- 

rally taken, contain a true atheiſm. 


2 Diod. Sic. lib. i. Lucian. de Sacrificiis. Ov1D alludes to 
the ſame tradition, Metam. lib. v. L 321. So alſo Maxis 
LIVS, lib, iv. 


+ Herodot. lb. i. 
1 Caf. comment. de bell, Gallico, lib, iv. 
©. 4 7 | by ww. 
f Lib, ix, 332. 4 Cap. ix. 
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Sou writers f have been ſurprized, that the impies 
ties of AR1STOP HANES ſhould have been tolerated, nay 
publickly acted and, applauded by the ATHenians z 
a people ſo ſuperſtitious and ſo jealous of the public 
religion, that, at that very time, they put Sock AES 
to death for his imagined- incredulity. But theſe 
writers conſider , not, that the ludicrous, familiar 
images, under which the gods are repreſented by 
that comic poet, inſtead of appearing impious, were 
the genuine lights, in which the ancients conceived 
their divinities. What conduct can be more criminal 
or mean, than that of Ju ir ER in the, AMPHITRYON? 
Yet that play, which repreſented his, gallant exploits, 
was ſuppoſed ſo agreeable to him, that it was always 
acted in Rome by public authority, wien the State 
was threatened with peſtilence, famine, or auy gene- 
ral calamity *. The Romans ſuppoſed, that, like 
all old letchers, he would be highly pleaſed with the 
rehearſal of his former feats of activity and vigour, 
and that no topic was ſp proper, upon which to flat- 
ter his pride and vanity. 


Tas nit eat ſays XENOr HOT, al- 
ways, during war, put up their petitions very early 


1 Pere Brumoy, Theatre des Grecs ; & Fontenelle, Hiſtoire 
des Oracles, 
* Arnob, lb, vii, + De Laced. Rep, 
N 6 1 
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in the morning, in order to be beforchand with their 
enemies, and by being the firſt ſollicitors, pre engage 
the gods in their favour. We may gather from Sr. 
uA, that it was uſual for the votaries in the 
temples, to make intereſt with the beadles or ſextons, 
in order to have a feat near the image of the deity, 
that they might be the beſt heard in their prayers and 
applications to him, The TrATAuS, when befioged 
by ALEXANDER, threw chains on the ſtatute of Hex - 
out. ts, to prevent that deity from deſerting to the 
enemy t. AvcvsTvs, having twice loft his fleet by 
ftbrms, forbad Nxrrvxz to be carried in proceſſion 
along with the other gods; and fancied, that he had 
fufficiently revenged himſelf by that expedient f. Af. 
ter Germantcus's death, the people were fo en- 
raged at their gods, that they ſtoned them in their 
temples ; and openly. renounced all CE to 
them J. 


— aſcribe the origin 0 fabric of * android to 
theſe imperfe& beings never enters into the imagina- 
tion of any polytheiſt or idolater. Hez10D, whole 
writings, with thoſe of Homes, contained the ca- 


® Epiſt, xli. . | 
4 Quint. Curtius, lib. iv. cap, 3. Diod. Sic. lik. x xvii. 


} Sueton. in vita Aug, cap. 16, 
y 1d. in vita Cal. cap. 3. 


nonical 
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nonical ſyſtem of the heathens®; Hrs 10D, I fay, 
ſuppoſes gods and men to have ſprung equally From 
the unknown powers of nature f. And thrb' the 
whole theogony of that author, PA D a is the only 
inſtance of creation or a voluntary production; and 
ſhe too was formed by the gods merely from deſpight 
to PROMETHEUs, who had furniſhed men with ſtolen 
fire from the celeſtial regions f. The ancient my- 
thologilts, indeed, ſeem throughout to have rather em- 


braced the idea of generation than that of creation, 


or formation; and to. have thence accounted for the 
origin of this univerſe. 


Ovid, who lived in a learned age, ad had been 
infru&ed by philoſophers i in the principles of a di- 
vine creation or formation of the world ; finding, 
that ſuch an idea would not agree with the popular 
mythology, which he delivers, leaves it, in a man- 
ner, looſe and detached from his ſyſtem. Quiſquis 
Fuit ille Deorum |? Which-ever of the gods it was, 
lays be, that diſſipated the chaos, and introduced or- 


Herodot. lib, ii, Lucian. Jupiter confutatus, de luctu Sa- 
turn. &c. 


+ ac ejuoley yeyz ar drei Ila +aylpura, Hef, Opera & 
Dies, I. 108. | 


t Theog. 1. 570. 
_ I Metamorph, lib. i. I. 32. 
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der into the univerſe. It, conld neither be Sa ruxx, 
he kney, or JUP1TER, nor N&PTYNE,, nor any of 
the received deities of, paganiſm. . His theological 
Gpſtem had taught bim. nothing pon that. head, and 

he leaves the matter equally. undetermined. 


Phono. Sicblvs , 's beginning his work with 
an enutheration « of the moſt reaſonable opinions con- 
e the origin of the world,” makes no mention 


of a deity or intelligent mind; tho' i it is evident from 


his hiſtory, that that author had a much greater prone- 
neſs to ſuperſtition than to irreligion. And in ano- 
ther paſſage +, talking of the Tenrivornices, a 
nation in InDIA, he  fays, chat there being ſo great 
difficulty inaccounting for their deſcent, we myſt con- 
clude them to be aborigines, without any beginning 
of their generation » Propagating their race from all 
eternity; as ſome of the phyſiologers, in treating of 
the origin of nature, have Juſtly obſerved. * But 
« in ſuch ſubjects as theſe,” adds the hiſtorian, 
« « which exceed al human capacity, it may well 
« happen, that thoſe, who diſcourſe the moſt, know 
e the leaſt ; reaching a ſpecious appearance of truth 
« in their reaſonings, while 3 wide of the 
« real truth and matter of fact. 


Lib. i. + 1d, Ibid. 


A 8TRANGE 
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A STRANGE nnn in our eyes, tobe embraced 
by a profeſſed and zealous religioniſt * ! But it was 
merely by accident, that the queſtion concerning the 
origin of the world did ever in antient times enter 
into religious ſyſtems, or was treated of by theolo- 
gers. The philoſophers alone made "profeſſion of 
delivering ſyſtems of this nature; and it was pretty 
late too before theſe bethought themſelves of having 

recourſe to a mind or ſupreme intelligence, as the firſt 
cauſe of all. So far was it from being eſteemed pro! 
fane in thoſe days to account for the origin of things 
without a deity, that TALES, Anaxiuentes, H- 
RACLITUS, and others, who embraced that ſyſtem 
of coſmogony, paſt unqueſtioned; while Anaxaco- 
Ras, the firſt undoubted theiſt among the philoſo- 
phers, was perhaps the firſt that ever was accuſed of 


atheiſm +. | 
We 


e FThe ſame author, who can thus account for the origin of the 
world without a Deity, eſteems it-impious to explain from phy- 
ſical cauſes, the common. accidents of life, earthquakes, inun- 
dations, and tempeſts; and devoutly aſcribes theſe to the anger 
of ſuy1TER or —_ A plain proof, whence he derived 
his ideas of religion, See * xv. p. 364. Ex edit. Rxopo- 
MAN NI. 


＋ It will be eaſy to give a reaſon, why THALEs, ANAXI- 
MANDER, and thoſe early philoſophers, who really were atheiſts, 
might be very orthodox in the pagan creed; and why Anaxa- 
GORAS 


% 
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Wi are told by Si x7us Eur t tevs ®, that Er. 
cvrvs, when a boy, a. with his 12 the 
verſes akute, : ? 


Eldeſt of beings, Wann 1 
Next earth, wide - ſtretcht, the ear of all. 


85 young ſcholar firſt betrayed his inquiſttive genius, 
by: aſking, And chaos whence ? But was told by his 
- preceptor, that he [muſt have recourle to the philo- 
ſophers for a ſolution, of ſuch queſtions. And from 
this hint, Ericvaus left philology and all other 
ſtugics, in order to betake himſelf to that ſence, 


hence alone he expected ſatisfaction with pe to 
cheſs ble fte. 


ben A8 and Socrates, tho” real thefts, muſt 1 6 

antient times, be efteemed impious. The blind, unguided 
powers of nature, if they could produce men, might alſo pro- 
duce ſuch beings as Jr ITEM andNxpTuNz, who being the 
moſt powerful, intelligent exiftefices in the world, would be 
proper objects of worſfip. But where a ſopreme intelligence, 
the firſt cauſv of all, is admitted, theſe capricious being, if they 
eib at all, muſt appear very ſubordinate and dependent, and 
conſequently be excluded from the rank of deities. PLATo (de 
leg. lib. x.) affigns this reaſon of the imputation thrown on 


_ ANAXAGORAS, Viz, his denying the divinity of the ſtars, pla- 
nets, and other created objects, 


# * Adverſus MATHEM. lib, ix, | 


Tn 
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Tus common people were never likely to puſh 
their reſearches ſo far, or derive from reaſoning their 
ſyſtems of religion; when philologers and mytholo- 
giſts, we ſee, ſcarce ever diſcovered ſo much penetra- 
tion. And even the philoſophers, who diſcourſed of 
ſuch topics, readily aſſented to the groſſeſt theory, 
and admitted the joint origin of gods and men from 
night and chaos ; from fire, water, air, or whatever 
they eſtabliſhed to be the ruling element, 


Nor was it only on their firſt origin, that the gods 
were ſuppoſed dependent on the powers of nature. 
Thro' the whole period of their exiſtence they were 
ſubjected to the dominion of fate or deſtiny. Think 
of the farce of neceſſity, ſays AcR IA to the Rowan 
people, that force, to which even the gods muſt ſub» 
mit“. And the younger Privy +, fuitable to this 
way of reaſoning, tells us, that, amidſt the darkneſs, 
horror and confuſion, which enſued upon the firit 
eruption of Vesuvivs, ſeveral concluded, that all 
nature was going to wrack, and that gods and men 
were n in one common ruin. 


by 4 is great phate, indeed, if we dignity 
with the name of religion ſuch an imperſect ſyſtem 
of theology, and put it on a level with latter ſyſtems, 
which are founded on principles more juſt and more 


* Dios. Haric. lib. vi. | + Epiſt, lib, vi. 
ſublime. 
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ſablime. For my part, I can'ſcarce allow the prin. 
ciples even of Maxcus Auntiivs, PLUTAr CH, and 
ſome other 'Srojcs and Academics, tho“ (infinitely more 
refined than the pagan ſvperſtition, to be worthy of 
the honourable denomination of theiſm. For if the 
mythology of the heathens reſemble the antient Eu- 
ROPEAN ſyſtem of ſpiritual" beings,” excluding God 
and angels, and leaving only fairies and ſprights; the 
creed of theſe philoſophers may juſtly be faid to ex. 
* 1 ans to leaye id e and fairies, 
tar, v. Various Forms of Pohthem; Alegor, 
AG 4 — Hero-Wor (© Hed 


Bor i it is chiefly our ko bunef to bs the 
grofs. polytheiſin and idolatry of the vulgar, and c 
trace all its various appearances, / 22 
human nature, whence e derived. 


 Wnogves learns, by argument, the exiſtence of 
Inviſible, intelligent power, mult reaſon from the ad- 
mirable contrivance of natural objects, and muſt ſup- 
poſe the world to be che workmanſhip of that divine 
being, the original cauſe of all;thiogs., But the vulgar 
polytheiſt, ſo far from admitting that idea, deifies 
every part of the univerſe, and conceives all the con- 
ſpicuous productions of nature, to be themſelves ſo 


au. real divinities. The ſun, moon, and ſtars, are 
Ide all 


wy © 
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all gods, according to his ſyſtem: Fountains are in- 
habited by nymphs, and trees by hamadryads: Even 
monkies, dogs, cats, and other animals often become 
ſacred in his eyes, and ſtrike him with a religious ve- 
neration, And thus, however ſtrong men's propen- 
ſity to believe inviſible, intelligent power in nature, 
their propenlity i is equally ſtrong to reſt their attention 
on ſenſible, viſible objects; and in order to recon- 
cile theſe oppoſite inclinations, they are led to unite 


the inviſible power with ſome viſible object. 


Tur diſtribution alſo of diſtin provinces to the 
ſeveral deities is apt to cauſe ſome allegory, both 
phyſical and moral, to enter into the vulgar ſyſtems 
of polytheiſm. The god of war will naturally be 
repreſented as furious, cruel, and impetuous : The 
god of poetry as elegant, polite, and amiable : The 
god of merchandiſe, eſpecially in early times, as thieviſh 
and deceitful. Theallegories, ſuppoſed in Homer and 
other mythologiſts, I allow, have been often ſo ſtrain- 
ed, that men of ſenſe are apt entirely to reject them, 
and to conſider them as the product merely of the 
fancy and conceit of critics and commentators. But 
that allegory really has place i in the heathen mytho- 
logy is undeniable even on the leaſt reflection. Cu- 
rip the ſon of Venus ; the Muſes the daughters of 
memory; PRomETHEUus, the wiſe brother, and Eet1- 
METHEUS the fooliſh; Hrotg iA or the goddeſs of 
health deſcended from ZAscurariuys or the god of 


phyſic: 
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phyfic: Who ſees not, in theſe, and in many other 
inſtances, the plain traces of allegory ? When a god 
is ſuppoſed to preſide over any paſſion, event, or ſyſ. 
tem of actions, it is almoſt unavoidable to give him 
a genealogy, attributes, and adventures, ſuitable to 
his ſuppoſed powers and influence; and to carry on 
that ſimilitude and compariſon, which is naturally ſo 
— to the mind of man, — 


"Ka LECORIES, indeed, entirely perfect, we ought 


not to expect as the products of ignorance and ſu- 


perſtition ; there being no work of genius, that rc- 
quires a nicer hand, or has been more rarely executed 
with ſacceſs. -- That Fear and Terror are the ſons of 
Mars is juſt; but why by Venus * ? That Har. 


mony is the daughter of Venus is regular; but why 
| by Mans +? That Sep is the brother of Death is 


faſtable ; but why deſcribe him as enamoured of one 
of the Graces + ? And fince the antient mythologiſt 
fall into miſtakes fo groſs and obvious, we have no 
reaſon ſurely to expect ſuch refined and long-{pun 
allegories, as ſome have endeavoured to deduce from 
* en, | | 


| Tie 
„ Hz$100, Theog. I. 935. 


+ Id. ibid, & PLuT, in vita PRTor. 
i It1av xiv, 267. 
| LvucxzTI9s was plainly ſeduced by the ſtrong appearance 
of allegory, which is obſervable in the pagan fitions, He firſt 
| | addreſſes 
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Tus deities of the vulgar are fo little ſuperior to 
human creatures, that where men are affected with 
ſtrong ſentiments of veneration or gratitude for any 
hero or public benefactor; nothing can be more na- 
tural than to convert him into a god, and fill the 
heavens, after this manner, with continual recruits 
from amongſt mankind. Moſt of the divinities of 
the antient world are ſuppoſed to have once been 
men, and to have been beholden for their apotheoffis 
to the admiration and affeAion of the people. And 
the real hiſtory of their adventures, corrupted by ' 
tradition, and elevated by the marvellous, became a 
plentiful ſource of fable; eſpecially in paſſing thro* 
the hands of poets, allegoriſts, and prieſts, who ſuc- 
ceſſively improved upon the wonder and aſtoniſhment 
of the ignorant multitude, 


PainTERs too and ſculptors came in for their 
Hare of profit in the ſacred myſteries ; and furniſhing 
men with ſenſible: repreſentations of their divinities, 
whom they. cloathed in human figures, gave- great 
encreaſe to the public devotion, and determined its 


addreſſes himſelf to Vexus as to that generating power, which 
animates, renew and beautifies the univerſe: But is' ſoon be- 
trayed by the mythology into incoherencies, while he prays to- 
that allegorical perſonage to appeaſe the furies of her lover 
Mans: An idea not drawn. from allegory, but from the popular 


religion, and which LucazTivs, ay an Ericvatan, could 
not conſiſtently admit of, p 
| object. 
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ohject. It was probably for want of theſe arts in rude 
and barbarous ages, that men deified plants, animals, 
and even brute, unorganized matter; and rather than 
be without a ſenſible. object of worſhip, affixed di- 


vinity to ſuch ungainly forms. Could any ſtatuary of 


SYRIA, in early times, have formed a juſt figure of 

ApoLLo, the conic ſtone, HELIOOGABAL us, had ne- 

ver become the object of ſuch profound adoration, 

and. been received as a er of the ſolar 
deity ®. 


Sr. Iro was baniſhed by the council of Ax ko- 
PAGU s, for affirming that the Mix ER vA in the citadel 
was no divinity ; but the workmanſhip of Paip1as, 
the ſculptor f. What degree of reaſon may we ex- 
pe& in the religious belief of the vulgar in other na- 
tions; when ATHENians and AR EO AGIT Es could 
entertain ſuch groſs conceptions:: 


Taxon then are the general principles of poly- 
theiſm, founded in human nature, and little or no- 
thing dependent on caprice and accident, As the 


'®'HzxODIAN, lib. v. JVurIT EER AMMON is repreſented by 
Cusrzus as a deity of the ſame kind, lib. iv, cap. 7. The 
ARABLIANS and PESSINUNTIANS adored alſo ſhapeleſs un- 
foamed, hems as their deity. ArNos. lib, vi. Wore did 
their folly exceed that of the EGYPTIANS,. 


# D106, LAzAT;, hb, ii. 
* 


5 | cauſes, 
9 1 22 : 
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cauſes, which beſtow 'on us happineſs or miſery, are 
in general, 'very unknown and uncertain, our anxious 
concern | endeavours to attain a determinate idea of 
them; and finds no better expedient than to repreſent 
them as intelligent, voluntary agents, like ourſelves; 
only ſomewhat ſuperior in power and wiſdom. The 


limited influence of theſe. agents, and their great. 


proximity to human weakneſs, introduce the yarious 
diſtribution and diviſion of their authority ; and there- 
by give riſe to allegory. The ſame principles natu- 
rally deify mortals, ſuperior in power, courage, or 
underſtanding, and produce hero-worſhip ; together 
with fabulous hiſtory and mythological tradition, in 


all its wild and unaccountable forms. And as an 


inviſible ſpiritual intelligence is an object too refined 


for vulgar apprehenſion, men naturally affix it to 
ſome ſenſible repreſentation ; ſuch as either the more 


conſpicuous parts of nature, or the ſtatues, images, 
and pictures, which a more refined age forms of its 
divinities. 


* 


Ar uos r all idolaters, of whatever age or country, 


concur in theſe general principles and conceptions; 
and even the particular characters and provinces, 
which they aſſign to their deities, are not extremely 


different“. The Greek and Rowan travellers and- 


e See CasAA of the religion of the cen, De = 


Gallico, lib, vi. fy 1 , 7 11 4 
conquerors, 
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conquerors, without much difficulty, found their own 
deitiesevery where; and ſaid, This is Mex cuxv, that 
'Venvus ; this Maas, that NzeTunt ; by whatever 
titles the ſtrange: gods may be denominated. The 


goddeſs Hex TH.a of our Saxon anceſtors ſeems to 


be no other, according to Ta cirus “, than the Ma- 
ter Tellus of — and his re Was 
aer | 


Srer. VI. Origin of Theifm from Polytheiſm. 


© Tax doctrine of one ſupreme deity, the author of 
nature, is very antient, has ſpread itſelf over great 
and populous nations, and among them has been em- 


braced by all ranks and conditions of perſons : But 


whoever thinks that it has owed its ſucceſs to the pre. 
valent force of thaſe invincible reaſons, on which it 
is undoubtedly founded, would ſhow himſelf little 
achuainted with the ignorance and ſtupidity of the 
people, and their incurable prejudices in favour of 
their particular. ſuperſtitions, Even at this day, and 
in Euzoes, aſk any of the vulgar, why he believes 
in an omnipotent creator of the world; he will ne- 
ves. mention the beauty of final cauſes, of which he 
is: wholly. ignorant: He will not hold out his hand, 
and bid you contemplate the ſuppleneſs and varicty 
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of joints in his fingers, their bending all one way, 
the counterpoiſe which they receive from the thumb, 
the ſoftneſs and fleſhy parts of the inſide of his hand, 
with all the other (circumſtances, which render that 
member fit for the uſe, to which it was deſtined. To 
theſe he has been long accuſtomed ; and he beholds 
them with liſtleſſneſs and unconcern. He will tell 
you of the ſudden and unexpected death of ſuch a 
one: The fall and bruiſe of ſuch another: The ex- 
ceſſive drought of this ſeaſon : The cold and rains of 
another. Theſe he aſcribes to the immediate operation 
of providence : And ſuch events, as, with good rea- 
ſoners, are the chief difficulties in admitting a ſu- 
preme intelligence, are with him the ſole arguments 


for it. 


Many theiſts, even the moſt zealous and refined, 
have denied a particular providence, and have aſſerted, 
that the Sovereign mind or firſt principle of all things, 
having fixed general laws, by which nature is governed, 
gives free and uninterrupted courſe to theſe laws, and 
diſturbs not, at every turn, the ſettled order of events 
by particular volitions. From the beautiful connexion, 
lay they, and rigid obſervance of eſtabliſhed rules, 
we draw the chief argument for theiſm ; and from 
the ſame principles are enabled to anſwer the princi- 
pal objections againſt it. But ſo little is this under- 
ſtood by the generality of mankind, that, wherever 
they obſerve any one to aſcribe all events to natural 

Vor. IV, O cauſes, 
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cauſes, and to remove the particular interpoſal of a 
deity, they are apt to ſuſpect him of the groſſeſt in- 
fidelity. 4 litile philoophy, ſays my lord Bacon, 
makes men atheifts: A great dial reconciles them to re- 
ligion. For men, being taught, by ſuperſtitious pre- 
judices, to lay the ſtreſs on a, wrong place ; when 
that fails them, and they diſcover, by a little reflection, 
that the courſe of nature is regular and uniform, their 
whole faith totters, and falls to ruin. But being 
taught, by more reflection, that this very regularity 
and uniformity is the ſtrongeſt proof of deſign and 
of a ſapreme intelligence, they return to that belief, 
which they had deſerted; and they are now able to 
eſtabliſh it on a firmer and more durable foun- 
dation. 


Con vurs ions in nature, diſorders, prodigies, 
miracles, tho' the moſt oppoſite to the plan of a wiſe 
ſuperintendent, impreſs mankind with the ſtrongeſt 
ſentiments of religion; the cauſes of events ſeeming 
then the moſt unknown and unaccountable. Mad- 
neſs, fury, rage, and an' inflamed imagination, tho' 
they fink men neareſt the level of beaſts, are, for a 
like reaſon, often ſuppoſed to be the only diſpoſitions, 
in which we can have any immediate communication 
with the Deze. | Wi} 


Ws may conclude, Nando upon the hs that 
ſince he vulgar, in nations, which have embraced 
the 
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the doctrine of theiſm, ſtill build it upon irrational 
and ſuperſtitious opinions, they are never led into 
that opinion by any proceſs of argument, but by a 
certain train of thinking, more ſuitable to their ge- 
nius and capacity. 


Ir may readily happen, in an idolatrous nation, 
that, tho men admit the exiſtence of ſeveral limited 
deities, yet may there be ſome one God, whom, in 
a particular manner, they make the object of their 


worſhip and adoration. They may either ſuppoſe, that, 


in the diſtribution of power and territory among the 
gods, their nation was ſubjected to the juriſdiction of 
that particular deity ; or reducing heavenly objects to 
the model of things below, they may repreſent one 
god as the prince or ſupreme magiſtrate of the reſt, 
who, tho” of the ſame nature, rules them with an au- 


thority, like that which an earthly ſovereign exerciſes 
over his ſubjects and vaſſals. Whether this god, 
therefore, be conſidered as their peculiar patron, or 
as the general ſovereign of heaven, his votaries will 
endeavour, by every act, to inſinuate themſelves, into 
his favour ; and ſuppoſing him to be pleaſed, like 
themſelves, with praiſe and flattery, there is no eulogy 
or exaggeration, which will be ſpared in their addreſſes 
to him. In proportion as men's fears or diſtreſſes be- 
come more urgent, they ſtill invent new ftrains of 
adulation ; and even he who out- does his predeceſſors 

O 2 in 
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in ſwelling up the titles of his divinity, is ſure to be 
out · done by his ſucceſſors in newer and more pompous 
epithets of praiſe. Thus they proceed; till at lat 
they arrive at infinity itſelf, beyond which there i; 
no farther progreſs: And it is well, if, in ſtriving to 
get farther, and to repreſent a magnificent ſimplicity, 
they run not into inexplicable: myſtery, and. deſtroy 
the intelligent nature of their deity ; on which alone 
any rational worſhip or adoration can be founded. 
While they confine themſelves to the notion of a per- 
| fed being, the creator of the world, they coincide, 
by chance, with the principles of reaſon and true 
philoſophy ; tho" they are guided to that notion, not 
by reaſon, of which they are in a great meaſure in- 
capable, but by the adulation and fears of the moſt 
vulgar ſuperſtition. | 


We often find, amongſt barbarous nations, and 
even ſometimes amongſt civilized, that, when every 
ſtrain of flattery has been exhauſſed towards arbitrary 
princes, when every human quality has been ap- 
plauded to the utmoſt ; their ſervile courtiers repre- 
ſent them, at laſt, as real divinities, and point them 
out to the people /as objects of adoration. How 
much more naar, therefore, 1s it, that a limited 
deity, who at is ſuppoſed only the immediate 
author of the particular goods and ills in life, ſhould 
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in the end be repreſented as ſovereign maker and 
modifier of the univerſe ? 

Even where this notion of a ſupreme deity is al- 
ready eſtabliſhed ; tho' it ought naturally to leſſen 
every other worſhip, and abaſe every object of reve- 
rence, yet if a nation has entertained the opinion of 
a ſubordinate tutelar divinity, ſaint, or angel; their 
addreſſes to that being gradually riſe upon them, and 
encroach on the adoration due to their ſupreme deity. 
The Virgin Mary, ere checked by the reformation, 
had proceeded, from being merely a good woman to 
uſurp many attributes of the Almighty “: God and 
St. NĩienoL As go hand in hand, in all the prayers and 
petitions of the Muscovirtes. 


* The JacoBiNs, who denied the immaculate conception, 
have ever been very unhappy in their doctrine, even tho? politi- 
cal reaſons have kept the Rom1su church from condemning it, 
The Cor pELIERS have run away with all the popularity. But 
in the fifteenth century, as we learn from BouLainvILLIERS, 
an ITALIAN Cordelier maintained, that, during the three days, 
when CHRIS T was interred, the hypoſtatic union was diſſolved, 


and that his human nature was not a proper object of adoration, . 


during that period. Without the art of divination, one might 
foretel, that ſo groſs and impious a blaſphemy would not fail to 
be anathematized by the people. It was the occaſion of great 
inſults on the part of the JacopB1ns; who now got ſome re- 
compence for their misfortunes in the war about the immacu- 
late conception, See Hiſtoire abregte, pag. 499. 


O 3 Tuus 
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Tuus the deity, who, from love, converted him- 
felf into a bull, in order to carry off Bux oA; and 
who, from ambition, dethroned his father, Sa runs, 
became the Orriuvs Maximus of the heathens, 
Thus, notwithſtanding the ſublime ideas ſuggeſted by 
Moss and the inſpired writers, many vulgar Ixws 
ſeem ſtill to have conceived the ſupreme Being as a 
mere topical deity. or national protector. 


RATHER than relinquiſh this propenſity to adula. 
tion, religioniſts, in all ages, have involved them- 
felves in the greateſt abſurdities and contradictions. 


Homes, in one paſſage, calls Oc Ax us and Tg- 
THYS the original parents of all things, conformable 
to the eſtabliſned mythology and tradition of the 


Gekkks: Vet, in other paſſages, he could not for- 


bear complimenting Ju PIT ER, the reigning deity, 
with that magnificent appellation ; and accordingly 
denominates him the father of gods and men. He 
forgets, that every temple, every flreet was full of the 
anceſtors, uncles, brothers and ſiſters of this Jue1- 
TER 3 Who was in reality nothing but an upſtart par- 
ricide and uſurper. A like contradiction is obſervable 
in Hes10D ; and is ſo much the Jeſs excuſable, that 
his profeſſed intention was to deliver a true genealogy 
of the gods, 


Were 
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Were there a religion (and we may ſuſpect Ma- 
hometaniſm of this inconſiſtence) which ſometimes 
painted the Deity in the moſt ſublime colours, as the 
creator of heaven and earth ; ſometimes degraded 
him nearly to a level with human creatures in his 
powers and faculties ; while at the ſame time it aſ- 
cribed to him ſuitable infirmities, paſſions, and par- 
tialities of the moral kind: That religion, after it 
was extinct, would alſo be cited as an inſtance of thoſe 
contradictions, which ariſe from the groſs, vulgar, 
natural conceptions of mankind, oppoſed to their 
continual propenſity towards flattery znd exaggeration. 
Nothing indeed would prove more ſtrongly the di- 
vine origin of any religion, than to find (and happily 
this is the caſe with Chriſtianity) that it is free from a 
contradiction, ſo incident to human nature. 


Sect. VII. Confirmation of this Dect ine. 


IT appears certain, that, tho' the original notions 
of the vulgar repreſent the Divinity as a very limited 
being, and conſider him only as the particular cauſe 
of health or ſickneſs ; plenty or want; proſperity or 
adverſity; yet when more magnificext ideas are urged 
upon them, they eſteem it dangerous to refuſe their 
aſſent. Will you ſay, that your deity is finite and 
bounded in his perfections; may be overcome by a 
greater force; is ſubject to human paſlioas, pains, 

e and 


”my, 


266 The NaTurar HisTory of RELIGIOx. 


and infirmities ; has a beginning, and may have an 
end? This they dare not affirm; but thinking it 
ſafeſt to comply with the hi igher encomiums, they en. 
deavour, by an affected raviſhment and devotion, to 
ingratiate themſelves with kim. As a confirmation of 
this, we may obſerve, that the aſſent of the vulgar 
is, in this caſe, merely verbal, and that they are in- 
capable of conceiving thoſe ſublime qualities, Which 
they ſeemingly attribute to the Deity. Their real 
idea of him, notwithſtanding their pompous language, 
is ſtill as poor and frivolous as ever. 


Tear original intelligence, ſay the Mac1ans, 
who is the firſt principle of all things, diſcovers him- 
ſelf immediately to the mind and underſtanding alone; 
but has placed tho ſun ac his image in the viſible uni- 
verſe; and when that bright luminary diffuſes its 
beams over the earth and the firmament, it is a faint 
copy of the glory, which reſides in the higher hea- 
vens. If you would eſcape the diſpleaſure of this 
divine being, you muſt be careful never to ſet your 
bare foot upon the ground, nor ſpit into a fire, nor 
throw any water upon it, even tho? it were conſuming 
a whole city *. Who can expreſs the perfections of 
the Almighty? ſay the Mahometans. Even the nobleſt 
of his works, if compared to him, are but duſt and 
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rubbiſh. How much more muſt human conception 
fall ort of his infinite perfections? His ſmile and 
favour renders men for ever happy; and to obtain it 
for your children, the beſt method is to cut off from 
them, while infants, a little bit of ſkin, about half 
the breadth of a farthing. Take two bits of cloth“, 
ſay the Roman catholics, about an inch or an inch and 
an half ſquare, join them by the corners with two 
ſtrings or pieces of tape about fixteen inches long, 
throw this over your head, and make one of the bits 
of cloth lie upon your breaſt, and the other upon your 
back, keeping them next your ſkin, there is not a 
better ſecret for recommending yourſelf to that infi- 
nite Being, who exiſts from eternity to eternity. 


Tur Gres, commonly called immortal, from 
their ſteddy belief of the ſoul's immortality, were ge- 
nuine theiſts and unitarians. They affirmed Za- 
nor xis, their deity, to be the only true god; 
and aſſerted the worſhip of all other nations, to be 
addreſſed to mere fictions and chimeras, But were 
their religious principles any more refined, on account 
of theſe magnificent pretenſions ? Every fifth year 
they ſacrificed a human victim, whom they ſent as a 


meſſenger to their deity, in order to inform him of 
their wants and neceflities. And when it thundered, 


they were ſo provoked, that, in order to return the 


#* Called the Scapulaire. 
O 5 defiance, 
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defiance, they let fly arrows at him, and declined not 
the combat as anequal. Such at leaſt is the account, 


which Hen oDorus gives of the theiſm of the im- 
mortal Ge'Txzs *. 


Sxer. VIII. Flux and reflux of polytheiſm and theiſm. 


Ir is remarkable, that the principles of religion 
bave a kind 'of flux and reflux in the human mind, 
and that men have a natural tendency to riſe from 
idolatry to theiſm, and to fink again from theiſm into 
idolatry. The vulgar, that is, indeed, all mankind, 
a "few excepted, being ignorant and uninſtructed, 
never elevate their contemplation to the heavens, or 
penetrate by their diſquiſitions into the ſecret ſtructure 
of vegetable or animal bodies; ſo as to diſcover a 
ſupreme mind, or original providence, which beſtowed 


order on every part of nature. They conſider theſe 


admirable works in a more confined and ſelfiſh view ; 
and finding their own happineſs and miſery to depend 
on the ſecret influence and unforeſeen concurrence of 
external objects, they regard, with perpetual attention, 
the unknown cau/es, which govern all. theſe natural 
events, and diſtribute pleaſure and pain, good and 
ill, by their powerful, but ſilent, operation, The 
unknown cauſes are {till appealed to, at every emer- 
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gence; and in this general appearance or confuſed 
image, are the perpetual objects of human hopes and 
fears, wiſhes and apprehenſions. By degrees, the 
active imagination of men, uneaſy in this abſtract con- 
ception of objects, about which it is inceſſantly em- 
ployed, begins to render them more particular, and 
to clothe them in ſhapes more ſuitable to its natural 
comprehenſion, It repreſents them to be ſenſible, 
intelligent beings, like mankind ; actuated by love 
and hatred, and flexible by gifts and entreaties, by 
prayers and ſacrifices, Hence the origin of religion : 
And hence the origin of idolatry or polytheiſm, 


Bur the ſame anxious concern for happineſs, which 
begets the idea of theſe inviſible, intelligent powers, 
allows not mankind to remain long in the firſt ſimple 
conception of them ; as powerful, but limited beings; 
maſters of human fate, but ſlaves to deſtiny and the 
courſe of nature. Men's exaggerated praiſes and. 
compliments till ſwell their idea upon them; and 
elevating their deities to the utmoſt bounds of perfec- 
tion, at laſt beget the attributes of unity and infinity, 
ſimplicity and ſpirituality. Such refined ideas, being 
ſomewhat diſproportioned to vulgar comprehenſion, . 
remain not long in their original purity ; but require 
to be ſupported by the notion of inferior mediators or 
ſubordinate agents, which interpole betwixt mankind 

- and their ſupreme deity, Theſe demi-gods or middle 
beiugs, partaking more of human nature, and being 


O 6 more. 
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more familiar to us, become the chief objects of de- 
votion, and gradually recall that idolatry which had 
been formerly baniſhed by the ardent prayers and pa- c 
negyrics of timorous and indigent mortals. But as 
theſe idolatrous religions fall every day into groſſer 
and more vulgar conceptions, they at laſt deſtroy them- 
ſelves, and, by the vile repreſentations, which they 
form of their deities, make the tide turn again towards 
. theiſm. But ſo great is the propenſity, in this alter- 
nate revolution of human ſentiments, to return back | 
to idolatry, that the utmoſt precaution is not able 
effectually to prevent it. And of this, ſome theiſts, 
particularly the Jews and ManomeTans, have been 
ſenſible ; as appears by their baniſhing all the arts of 
ſtatuary and painting, and not allowing the repreſen- 
tations, even of human figures, to be taken by marble 
or colours; 1cſt the common infirmity of mankind 
. ſhould thence produce idolatry. The feeble appre- 
| henſions of men cannot be ſatisfied with conceiving 
their (deity as a pure {ſpirit and perfect intelligence; 
and yet their natural terrors keep them from imputing 
to him the leaſt ſhadow of limitation and mperfection. 
They fluctuate be: wixt theſe oppoſite ſentiments. 
1 The ſame infirmities ſtill drags them downwards, 
| from an omnipotent and ſpiritual deity, to a limited 
and | corporeal one, and from a corporeal and limited 
deity to a ſtatue or viſible repreſentation. The ſame 


3 at elevation till puſhes them upwards, 
42 from 


8 
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from the ſtatue or material image to the inviſible power; 
and from-the inviſible power to an infinitely perfe&t 
deity, the creator and fovereign of the univerſe, 


SECT. IX. Compariſon of theſe Religions, with regard 


to Perſecution and Toleration, 


_ PoLYTHE1sM or idolatrous worſhip, being found- 
ed entirely in vulgar traditions, is liable to this great 
inconvenience, that any practice or opinion, however 
barbarous or corrupted, may be authorized by it ; and 
full ſcope is left for knavery to impoſe on credulity, 
till morals and humanity be expelled from the religious 
ſyſtems of mankind, At the ſame time, idolatry is 
attended with this evident advantage, that, by limit- 
ing the powers and functions of its deities, it natu- 
rally admits the gods of other ſects and nations to ſhare 
of divinity, and renders all the various deities, as 
well as rites, ceremonies, or traditions, compatible 
with each other *. Theiſm is oppoſite both in its ad- 

vantages 


* Vernus Faces, cited by Prix v, lib, xxviii, cap. 
2. affirmed, that it was uſual for the RoMANC, before they 
laid fiege to any town, to invocate the tutelar deity of the place, 
and by promiſing him equal or greater honours than thoſe he at 
preſent enjoyed, bribe him to betray his old friends and votaries. 
The name of the tutelar deity of Rome was for this reaſon kept 
a moſt religious myſtery; left the enemies of the republic ſhould 
be able, in the ſame manner, to draw him over to their ſervice, 

Fer 
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vantages and diſadvantages. As that ſyſtem ſuppoſes 
one fole deity, the perfection of reaſon and goodneſs, 
it ſhould, if juſtly proſecuted, baniſh every thing fii. 
volous, unreaſonable, or inhuman from religious 
worſhip, and ſet before men the moſt illuſtrious ex. 
ample, as well as the moſt commanding motives of 
jultice and benevolence. Theſe mighty advantages 
are not indeed over - ballanced, (for that is not poſſible) 
but ſomewhat diminiſhed, by inconveniencies, which 
ariſe from the vices and prejudices of mankind. While 
one ſole object of devotion is acknowledged, the 
' worſhip of other deities is regarded as abſurd and im- 
pious. Nay, this unity of object ſeems naturally to 
require the unity of faith and ceremonies, and fur- 
-niſhes deſigning men with a pretext for repreſenting 
their adverſaries as prophane, and the objects of di- 
vine as well as human vengeance. For as each ſect is 
poſitive that its own faith and worſhip are entirely ac- 
ceptable to the deity, and as no one can conceive, 
that the ſame being ſhould be pleaſed with different 
and oppoſite rites and principles; the ſeveral ſects 
fall naturally into animoſity, and mutually diſcharge 


For without the name, they thought, nothing of that kind 
could be practiſed. PIN v ſays, that the common form of in- 
a vocation was preſerved to his time in the ritual of the pontifs. 
And Macxon us has tranſmitted a copy of it from the ſecret 
things of SAMMONICOUS SERENUS, 


an 


fu 


e 
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on each other, that ſacred zeal and rancour, the moſt 
furious and implacable of all human paſſions. 


Tus tolerating ſpirit of idolaters both in antient 
and modern times, is very obvious to any one, who 
is the leaſt converſant in the writings of hiſtorians or 
travellers. When the oracle of De Lt was aſked, 
what rites or worſhip was moſt acceptable to the gods ? 
Thoſe legally eftabliſhed in each city, replied the 
oracle “. Even prieſts, in thoſe ages, could, it 
ſeems, allow ſalvation to thoſe of a different commu- 
nion. The Romans commonly adopted the gods of 
the conquered people; and never diſputed the attri- 
butes of thoſe topical and national deities, in whoſe- 
territories they reſided. The religious wars and per- 
ſecutions of the EcyyT1an idolaters are indeed an 
exception to this rule; but are accounted for by an- 
tient authors from reaſons very ſingular and remark- 
able. Different ſpecies of animals were the deities of 
the different ſets among the EcyyTians; and the 
deities being in continual war, engaged their votaries 
in the ſame contention. The worſhippers of dogs 
could not long remain in peace with the adorers of 
cats or wolyes T. And where that reaſon took not 
place, the EcyeT1 ax. ſuperſtition was not ſo incom- 
patable as is commonly imagined ; ſince we learn. 


* Xenoph, Memor. lib, ii. 
+ Plutarch. de Iſid. & Oſiride. 


from 


+ Arrian, de Exped. lib, iv. Id. lib, vii. 
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from HeropoTvs , that very large contributions 
were given by Aus 1s towards rebuilding the tem- 
ple of Der ya. 


Tus intolerance of almoſt all reli gions, which have 
maintained the unity of God, is as remarkable as the 


contrary . principle in polytheiſts. The implacable, 
narrow ſpirit of the Jews is well known. Manowe- 


TAnisM ſet out with ſtill more bloody principles; 


and even to this day, deals out damnation, though 


not fire and faggot, to all other ſects. And if, a- 


mongſt CHAISTIANS, the ExclishH and Doren 
have embraced the principles of toleration, this ſingu- 
larity has proceeded from the ſteddy reſolution of the 
civil magiſtrate, in oppoſition to the continued efforts 


of prieſis and bigots. 


Tus diſciples of ZorxoasTER ſhut the doors of 
heaven againſt all but the Macians *®. Nothing 
could more obſtruct the progreſs of the Px x 51a x con- 
queſts,' than the furious zeal of that nation againſt the 


_ temples and images of the GGERKS. And atter the 
overthrow of that empire, we find ALEXANDER, asa 
polytheiſt, immediately re-eſtabliſhing the worſhip of 
the BABTLONIANS, which their former princes, as 
es hang had carefully aboliſhed +. Even the 


has + Lb. ii. fob fine, 
* Hyde de Relig. vet, Perſarum, 
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blind and devoted attachment .of that conqueror to 
the GREEK ſuperſtition hindered not but he himſelf 
ſacrificed according to the BaBYLQx ISH rites and ce- 


remonies . 


So ſociable is polytheiſm, that the utmoſt fierce- 
neſs and averſion, which it meets with in an oppoſite 
religion, is ſcarce able to diſguſt it, and keep it at a 
diſtance. AuGusTuys praiſed extremely the reſerve 


of his grandſon, Caius Cxzsar, when paſſing by 
JzRUSALEM, he deigaed not to facrifice according to 
the JewisH law. But for what reaſon did Aucus- 


Tus ſo much approve of this conduct? Only, becauſe 
that religion was by the Pac ans eſteemed ignoble and 


barbarous F. 


I May venture to affirm, that few corruptions of 
idolatry and polytheiſm are more pernicious to politi- 
cal ſociety than this corruption of theiſm *, when 
carried to the utmoſt height, The human facrifices 
of the CaxTHAGINIans, Mexicans, and many 


barbarous nations +, ſcarce exceed the inquiſition and 
perſecu- 


t 14. ibid. 
& Sueton. in vita. Aug. C. 93. 
Corruprio optimi peſſima. 


+ Moſt nations have fallen into this guilt ; though perhaps, 


that impious ſuperſtition has never prevailed very much in any 
| civilized 
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perſecutions of Rome and MapRID. For beſides, 
that the effuſion of blood may not be ſo great in the 
former caſe as in the latter ; | beſides this, I ſay, the 
human victims, being choſen by lot, or by ſome ex- 
terior ſigns, affect not, in ſo conſiderable a degree, 
the reſt of the ſociety. Whereas virtue, knowledge, 
love of liberty, are the qualities, which call down the 
fatal vengeance of inquiſitors; and when expelled, 
leave the ſociety in the moſt ſhameful ignorance, cor- 
ruption, and bondage. The illegal murder of one 
man by a tyrant is more pernicious than the 
death of a thouſand by peſtilence, famine, or any 
undiſtinguiſhing calamity. 


In the temple of Diana at AR IIA near Rows, 
whoever murdered the preſent prieſt, was legally en- 
titled to be inſtalled his ſucceſſor +. A very ſingular 
Inſtitution : For, however barbarous and bloody the 
common ſuperſtitions often are to the laity, they uſual- 
ly turn to the advantage of the holy order. 


civilized nation, unleſs we except the Can THAGINIANS, For 
the TYyRrIANS ſoon aboliſhed it. A ſacrifice is conceived as a 
preſent ; and any preſent is delivered to the deity by deſtroying it 
and rendering it uſeleſs to men ; by burning what is ſolid, pour- 
ing out the liquid, and killing the animate, For want of a bet- 
ter way of doing him ſervice, we do ourſelves an injury; and 
fancy that we thereby expreſs, at leaſt, the heartineſs of our 
good-will and adoration, Thus our mercenary devotion dectives 
ourſelves, and imagines it deceives the deity. 


; 4 Strabo, lib, v. Sueton. in vita Cal. 


SECT. 
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Szer. X. With regard to courage er abaſement. 


From the compariſon of theifin and idolatry, we 
may form ſome other obſervations, which will alſo 
confirm the vulgar obſervation, that the corruption of 
the beſt things gives riſe to the worſt, 


Wares the deity is repreſented as infinitely ſupe- 
rior to mankind, this belief, though altogether juſt, 
is apt, when joined with ſuperſtitious terrors, to fink 
the human mind into the loweſt ſubmiſſion and 
abaſement, and to repreſent the monkiſh virtues of 
mortification, penance, humility and paſſive ſuffering, 
as the only qualities which are acceptable to him. 
But where the gods are-conceived to be only a little 
ſuperior to mankind, and to have been, many of them, 
advanced from that inferior rank, we are more at our 
eaſe in our addreſſes to them, and may even, without 
profaneneſs, aſpire ſometimes to a rivalſhip and emu- 
lation of them. Hence activity, ſpirit, courage, mag · 
nanimity, love of liberty, and all the virtues, which 
aggrandize a people. 


Tus heroes in paganiſm correſpond exactly to the 
ſaints in popery and holy derviſes in Ma nHTAN ISM. 
The place of Hercules, Trzseus, HecToR, 
RomuLvus, is now ſupplied by Dominic, Francis» 


AxTHonY, and Bengepict., And inſtead of the de- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction of monſters, the ſubduing tyrants, the de. 
fence of our native country; celeſtial honours are ob- 
tained by whippings and faſtings, by cowardice and 
huinility, by abje& ſubmiſſion and laviſh obedience. 


Ox great incitement to the pious ALEXANDER in 
his warlike expeditions was his rivalſhip of HxRCULESõ 
and Bacchus, whom he juſtly pretended to have ex- 
celled *:, 'Brasipas, that generous and noble Sy ar- 
TAN, after falling in battle, had heroic honours paid 
him by the inhabitants of AurRHITolL Is, whoſe de- 
fence he had embraced +. And in general, all foun- 
ders of ſtates and colonies amongſt the Ga E exs were 
raiſed to this inferior rank of divinity, by thoſe who 
reaped the benefit of their labours. 


. 'Tais gave riſeto the obſervation of Macrlavelt, 
that the doctrines of the CHRIS TIA religion (mean- 
ing the catholic ; for he knew no other) which recom- 


mend only paſlive courage and ſuffering, had ſubdued 


the ſpirit of mankind, and had fitted them for ſlavery 
and ſubjection. And this obſervation would certain- 
ly be juſt, were there not many other circumſtances 
in human ſociety, which controul the genius and 
character of a religion. 

* Arian, paſſim. 

+ Thucyd, lib. v. 


Be a- 
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Bx ASI DAs ſeized a mouſe, and being bit by it, let it 
go. There is nothing ſo contemptible, ſays he, but what 
may be ſafe, if it has but courage 10 defend itſelf *, 
BELLARMINE, patiently and humbly allowed the fleas 
and other odious vermin to prey upon him. Ve ſpall 
have heaven, ſays he, to reward us fer our ſufferings : 
| But theſe poor creatures have nothing but the enjoyment 
of the preſent life t. Such difference is there betwixt 
the maxims of a Greek hero and a CaTHOLIC 


ſaint, 
Sect. XI. With regard to reaſon or abſurdity. 


Here is another obſervation to the ſame purpoſe, 
and a new proof that the corruption of the belt things 
begets the worſt. If we examine, without prejudice, 
the antient heathen mythology, as contained in the 
poets, we ſhall not diſcover in it any ſuch monſtrous 
abſurdity, as we may be apt at firſt to apprehend. 


Where 1s the difficulty of conceiving, that the ſame 
powers or principles, whatever they were, which 


formed this viſible world, men and animals, produced 
alſo a ſpecies of intelligent creatures, of more refined 


ſubſtance and greater authority than the reſt ? That 


* Plut, Apopth, 
+ Bayle, Article BELLANMIN X. 
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theſe creatures may be capricious, revengeful, paſ. 


ſionate, voluptuous, is eaſily conceived; nor is any 


circumſtance more apt, amongſt ourſelves, to engen- 
der ſuch vices, than the licence of abſolute au thority, 
And in ſhort, the whole mythological ſyſtem is ſo na- 
tural, that, in the vaſt variety of planets and worlds, 
contained i in this univerſe, it ſeems more than proba- 
ble, that ſomewhere or other, it 1s really carried into 
execution. 


Tus chief objection to it with * to this planet, 
is, that it is not aſcertained by any juſt reafon or au- 
thority. The antient tradition, inſiſted on by the 
heathen prieſts and theologers, is but a weak founda- 
tion; and tranſmitted alſo ſuch a number of contra- 


dictory reports, ſupported, all of them, by equal au- 


thority, that it became abſolutely impoſſible to fix a 
preference amongſt them. A few volumes, there- 
fore, muſt contain all the polemical writings of pagan 


_ prieſts. And their whole theology muſt conſiſt more 


of traditional ftories and ſuperſtitious practices than of 
philoſophical argument and controverſy. 


Bur where theiſm forms the fundamental principle 

of any popular religion, that tenet is ſo conformable 

to found reaſon, that philoſophy is apt to incorporate 

. geſelf with ſuch a ſyſtem of theology. And if the other 
dogmas of that ſyſtem be contained in a ſacred book, 
ſuch as the Alcoran, or be determined by any viſib.e 
authority, 
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authority, like that of the Roman pontif, ſpeculative 
reaſoners naturally carry on their aſſent, and embrace 
a theory, which has been inſtilled into them by their 


earlieſt education, and which alſo poſſeſſes ſome de- 


gree of conſiſtence and uniformity. But as theſe ap- 
pearances do often, all of them, prove deceitful, 
philoſophy will ſoon find herſelf very unequally yoaked 
with her new aſſociate; and inſtead of regulating each 
principle, as they advance together, ſhe is at every 
turn perverted to ſerve the purpoſes of ſuperſtition, 
For beſides the unavoidable incoherences, which muſt 
be reconciled and adjuſted ; one may ſafely affirm, 
that all popular theology, eſpecially the ſcholaſtic, 
has a kind of appetite for abſurdity and contradiction. 
If that theology went not beyond reaſon and common 
ſenſe, her doctrines would appear too eaſy and fami- 
liar. Amazement muſt of neceſſity be raiſed: Myſtery 
affected: Darkneſs and obſcurity ſought after: And 
a foundation of merit afforded the devout votaries, 
who deſire an opportunity of ſubduing their rebellious 
reaſon, by the belief of the moſt ——— ſo- 
phiſms, . 
EccLEs1AaST1CAL hiſtory ſufficiently confirms theſe 
reflections. When a controverſy is ſtarted, ſome peo- 
ple pretend always with certainty to foretell the iſſue; 
Which ever opinion, ſay they, is moſt contrary to 
plain ſenſe is ſure to prevail; even where the general 
| intereſt 
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intereſt of the ſyſtem requires not that decifion. Tho- 
the reproach of hereſy may, for ſome time, be ban. 
died about amongſt the diſputants, it always reſts at 
laſt on the fide of reaſon. Any one, it is pretended, 
that has but learning enough of this kind to know the 
definition of Arian, PRELACG IAN, EraSTIAN, So- 
CLINIAN, |SABELLYAN, EUTYCHIAN, NesroRIAx, 
MoxoTuHELITE,, &c. not to mention PROTESTANT, 
whoſe. fate is yet uncertain, will be convinced of the 


truth of this obſervation. And thus a ſyſtem becomes 


more abſurd in the end, merely from its being reaſon- 


able and philoſophical in the beginning. 


To oppoſe the torrent of ſcholaſtic religion by fuch 
feeble maxims as theſe, that it is impoſſible for the ſame 
thing to be and not to be, that the whole is greater than 


a part, that tauo and three make five ; is pretending to 


ſtop the ocean with a bull-ruſh, Will you ſet up pro- 
fane reaſon againſt ſacred myſtery ? No puniſhment is 
great enough for your impiety. And the ſame fires, 
which were kindled for heretics, will ſerve alſo for the 


defiruction of philoſophers, 


SecT. XII. With regard to doubt or cenvictien. 


We meet every day with people ſo ſceptical with 
regard to hiſtory, that they aſſert it impoſſible for any 
nation ever to believe ſuch abſurd principles as thoſe 
of Greek and ET TIAN paganiſm ; and at the 
1923 | ſame 
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{ame time ſo dogmatical with regard to religion, that 
they think the ſame abſurdities are to be found in no 
other communions. CamBYSes entertained like pre- 
judices; and very impiouſly ridiculed, and even wound- 
ed, Ar ls, the great god of the EcyyT14 xs, who ap- 
peared to his profane ſenſes nothing but a large ſpotted 
bull. But HR oDOrus “ judiciouſly aſcribes this ſally 
of paſſion to a real madneſs or diſorder of the brain: 
Otherwiſe, ſays the hiſtorian, he never would have 
openly affronted any eſtabliſned worſhip. For on 
that head, continues he, every nation are beſt ſatiſ- 
fed with their own, and think they have the advan- 
tage over every other nation. 


IT muſt be allowed, that the Roman catholics are 
a very learned ſect; and that no one communion, but 
that of the church of EN LAND, can diſpute their be- 
ing the moſt learned of all the chriſtian churches : Yet 
AvEeRROEs, the famous Ax ABIAx, who, no doubt, 
had heard of the EY TIA ſuperſtitions, declares, 
that, of all religions, the moſt abſurd and non- ſenſical 
is that, whoſe votaries eat, after having created, their 
deity, 


I' BELIEVE, indeed, that there is no tenet in all 
paganiſm, which would give fo fair a ſcope to ridicule 
as this of the real pre/ence.: For it is ſo abſurd, that it 


Lib. iii. c. 38. 


Vor. IV. P eludes 


1 
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eludes the force of almoſt all argument. There are 
even ſome pleaſant ſtories of that kind, which, though 
ſomewhat profane, are commonly told by the Catho- 
lics themſelves. One day, a prieſt, it is ſaid, gare 
inadvertently, inſtead of the ſacrament, a counter, 
which had by accident fallen among the holy wafers, 
The communicant waited patiently for ſome time, ex- 
pecting it would diſſolve on his tongue: But finding, 
that it ſtill remained entire, he took it off. 7 avi, 
eries he to the prieſt, you have not committed ſome m. 
tale: I wwiſh you have not given me Cod the Father: 
Ie is fo hard and tough there is no ſavallotuing him. 


A Famous general, at that time in the Mos co. 
-v1Te ſervice,” having come to Pax is for the recovery 
of his wounds, brought along with him a young 
 Tvuxx, whom he had taken priſoner. Some of tlic 
doctors of the Son BONNE (who are altogether as poſi 
tive as the derviſes of ConsTAxT1noPLe) thinking it 
a pity, that the poor Turk ſhould be damned for 
want of inſtruction, ſollicited Mus ra HA very hard 
to turn Chriſtian, and promiſed him, for his encou- 
. ragement, plenty of good wine in this world, and 
paradiſe in the next. Theſe allurements were too 
powerful to be reſiſted; and therefore, having been 
well inſtructed and catechized, he at laſt agreed to 
receive the ſacraments of baptiſm and the Lord's ſup 
per. The prieſt, however, to make every thing fate 


and 


The NaTUAALH Hisroar of REL i61on, 315 


and ſolid, ſtill continued his inſtructions; and began 
his catechiſm the next day with the uſual queſtion, 
How many Cod. are there ? None at all, replies Bex E- 
DICT ; for that was his new name. How ! None at 
al! cries the prieſt. To be ſure, ſaid the honeſt pro- 
ſelyte. You have told me all along that there is but one 
God : And yejlerday I eat him. 


SUCH are the doctrines of our brethren, the Catho- 
lics. But to theſe doctrines we are ſo accuſtomed, 
that we never wonder at them: Though, in a future 
age, it will probably become difficult to perſuade 
ſome nations, that any human, two-legged creature, 
could ever embrace ſuch principles. And it is a thou- 
ſand to one, but theſe nations themſelves ſhall have 
ſomething full as abſurd in their own creed, to which 
they will give a molt implicite and moſt religious 
aſient. 


I robpop once at Parts, in the fame Bote! with 
an embaſſador from Tu Nis, Who, having paſſed 
ſome years at Loxpox, was returning home that way. 
One day I obſerved his Moo isEH excellency divert- 
ing himſelf under the porch, with ſurveying the fplen- 
did equipages that drove along ; when there chanced 
to paſs that way ſome Capucin friars, who had never 
ſeena"Turx ; as he, on his part, though accuſtomed 
to the EURO RAN dreſſes, had never {een the gro- 
teſque figure of a Capucin: And there is no expreſſing 

1 the 


| 
| 
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the mutual admiration, with which they inſpired each 


other. Had the chaplain of the embaſſy entered into 


a diſpute with theſe Faanciscans, their reciprocal 
ſurprize had been of the ſame nature. And thus all 
mankind ftand ſtaring at one other ; and there is no 


+ beating it out of their heads, that the turban of the 


AFRICAN is not juſt as good or as bad a faſhion as 
the cowl of the EUROPE an. Heis a wery honeſt man, 


 faid the prince of Sat Lee, ſpeaking of de RuyTe x, 
I is a pity he were a Chriſtian. 


How can you worſhip leeks and onions ? we ſhall 


; ſuppoſe a Sox Boni to fay to a prieſt of Sa is. If 


we worſhip them, replies the latter ; at leaſt, we do 


not, at the fame time, eat them. But what ſtrange ob- 


jects of adoration are cats and monkies? fays the learned 
doctor. They are at leaſt as good at the relicts or 
rotten bones of martyrs, anſwers his no leſs learned 
antagoniſt, Are you not mad, inſiſts the Catholic, 
to cut one another's throat about the preference of a 
'cabbage or a cucumber. Yes, fays the pagan ; Lal. 
low it, if you will confeſs, that all thoſe are ſtill mad- 
der, Who fight about the preference among volumes 
of ſophiſtry, ten thouſand of which are not equal in 
value to one cabbage or cucumber *, 


Every 


lt is ſtrange that the EcvyTran religion, though ſo abſurd, 
ald yet have borne ſo great a reſemblance to the Jxw1s#» 
3 ' that 
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Every by-ſtander will eafily judge (but unfor-. 
tunately the by-ſtanders are very few) that, if nothing 
were requiſite to eſtabliſh any popular ſyſtem, but the 
expoſing the abſurdities of other ſyſtems, every votary 
of every ſuperſtition could give a ſufficient reaſon for 
his blind and bigotted attachment to the principles, 
in which he has been educated. But without ſo ex- 
tenſive a knowledge, on which to ground this aſſu- 
rance, (and perhaps, better without it) there is not 


that antient writers even of the greateſt genius were not able to 
obſerve any difference betwixt them. For it is very remarkable 
that both TaciTus and SuEToNIUS, when they mention that 
decree of the ſenate, under TI BERIUs, by which the EGyPTIAN 
and JewisH proſelytes were baniſhed from Roux, expreſely treat 
theſe religions as the ſame ; and it appears, that even the decree it- 
ſelf was founded onthat ſuppoſition. · Actum & de ſacris Eo yrs 
« T11s, JUDAICISQUE pellendis ; factumque patrum conſul- 
« tum, ut quatuor millia libertini generis ea ſaperſtitione inſecta, 
ce quis idonea #tas, in inſulam Sardiniam veherentur, coercen- 
© dis illic latrociniis ; & fi ob gravitatem celi interifſent, vi 
« Aamnum : Ceteri cederent Italia, nifi certem ante diem profa- 
© nos ritus exuiſſent. TaciT, ann, lib, ii. c. 85, © Ex- 
e ternas cæremonias, EGV T IOS, JUDAICOSQUE ritus com- 
« peſcuit z coactis qui ſuper/iitione ea te nebantur, religioſas veſles 
© cum inſtrumento omni comburere, &c.“ SurToN, TIEER. 
c. 36. Thele wiſe heathens, obſerving ſomething in the gene- 
ral air, and genius, and ſpirit of the two relig ons to be the ſame, 
eſteemed the differences of the ir dogmas too frivolous to deſctve 


any attention. 


9 wantiag 
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wanting a ſufficient ſtock of religious zeal and faith 
amongſt mankind. Dioporus SicuLvus * gives a 

remarkable inſtance to this purpoſe, of which he was 
himſelf an eye-witneſs, While Ee vr lay under the 
greateſt terror of the Roman name, a legionary ſol- 


dier having inadvertently been guilty of the ſacrilegi- 


ous impiety of killing a cat, the whole people roſe 
upon him with the utmoſt fury ; and all the efforts of 
the prince were not able to ſave him. The ſenate 


and people of Rowe, I am perſuaded, would not, 
then, have been ſo delicate with regard to cheir na- 


tional deſties, They very frankly, a little after 
that time, voted Auouvsrus a place in the celeſtial 
manſions ; and would have dethroned every god in 


heaven, for his ſake, had he ſeemed to deſire it. 


Preſens divus habebitur AuGvusTvus, ſays Horace, 
That is a very important point: And in other nations 
and other ages, the ſame circumſtance has not been 
eſteemed altogether indifferent +. 


Lib. i. 


+ When Lov1s the XIVth took on himſelf the protection 
of the Jeſuits college of CLzxMonT, the ſociety ordered the 
king's arms to be put up over their gate, and took down the croſs, 
in order to make way for it: Which gave occaſion to the follow- 


ing epigram: 


Suſtulit hinc Chriſti, poſuitque inſignia Regis: 
Impia gens, alium neſcit habere Deum. 


Nor wiru- 


Pd A, wy — © 
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Nor wirusrAN DNG the ſanctity of our holy re- 
ligion, ſays Tur LY, no crime is more common 
with us than facrilege : But was it ever heard, that 
an EcyeTran violated the temple of a cat, an ibis, 
or a crocodile ? There is no torture, an EGyPTIAaN 
would not undergo, ſays the ſame author in another 
place , rather than injure an ibis, an aſpic, a cat, a 
dog, or a crocodile, Thus it is ſtrictly true, what 
Dx yDen obſerves, 


„Of whatſoe'er deſcent their godhead be, 
„Stock, ſtone, or other homely pedigree, 
« In his defence his ſervants are as bold, 
As if he had been born of beaten gold. 


Ars Aa tou and ACHiTOPHEL., 


Nay, the baſer the materials are, of which the di- 
vinity is compoſed, the greater devotion is he likely 
to excite in the breaits of his deluded votaries. They 
exult in their ſhame, and make a merit with their 
deity, in braving, for his fake, all the ridicule and 
contumely of his enemies. Ten thouſand Croi/es in- 
liſt themſelves under the holy banners, and even 
openly triumph in thoſe parts of their religion, which 


their adverſaries regard as the moſt reproachful. 


* De nat, Deor, * 


+ Tuſc. Quzeſt, lib, v. 


P 4 


PF 
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THexE occurs, I own, a difficulty in the Ec yy- 
TIAN ſyſtem of theology; as indeed, few ſyſtems are 
entirely free from difficulties, It is evident, from 
their method of propagation, that a couple of cats, 
in fifty years, would ſtock a whole kingdom ; and if 
that religious vegeration were ſtill paid them, it would 
in twenty more, not only be eaſier in EcyyT to find 
a god than a man, which PzTRON1vUs ſays was the 
caſe in ſome parts of ITALY; but the gods muſt at 
laſt entirely ſtarve the men, and leave themſelves 
neither prieſts nor votaries remaining. It is proba. 
ble, therefore, that that wiſe nation, the moſt ccle. 
brated in antiquity for prudence and found policy, 
foreſeeing ſuch dangerous conſequences, reſerved all 
their worſhip ſor the full-grown divinities, and uſed the 
freedom to drown the holy ſpawn er little ſucking gods, 
without any ſcruple or remorſe. And thus the prac- 
tice of warping the tenets of religion, in order to ſerve 
temporal intereſts, is not, by any means, to be re- 
garded as an invention of theſe latter ages. 


Tus learned, philoſophical Var ro, diſcourſing of 
religion, pretends not to deliver any thing beyond 
probabilities and appearances : Such was his good 
ſenſe and moderation ! But the paſſionate, the zea- 
lous AvuGusTiN, inſults the noble Rowan on his 
{cepticiim and reſerve, and profeſſes the moſt thorough 
belief and aſſurance *®. A heathen poet, however, 


* De civitate Dei, l. iii, e. 17. 
contem- 
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contemporary with the faint, abſurdly eſteems the re- 
ligious ſyſtem of the latter fo falſe, that even the cre- 


dulity of children, he ſays, could not engage them to 
believe it +. | 


Is it ſtrange, when miſtakes are ſo common, to find 
every one poſitive and dogmatical? And that the zeal 
often riſes in proportion to the error? Mowerunt, ſays 


SPARTIAN, & ea tenpeſtate Judæi bellum quod weta- 
bantur mutilare genitalia t, 


Ir ever there was a nation or a time, in which the 
public religion loſt all authority over mankind, we 
might expect, that infidelity in Rowe, during the 
C1CcERONlan age, would openly have erected its 
throne, and that Cicero himſelf, in every 5eech and 
action, would have been its moſt declared ahettor. 
But it appears, that, whatever ſceptical liberties that 
great man might uſe, in his writings or in philoſophical 
converſation ; he yet avoided, in the common con- 
duct of life, the imputation of deiſm and profaneneſs. 
Even in his own family, and to his wife TeRexT1a, 
whom he highly truſted, he was willing to appear a 
devout. religioniſt ; and there remains a letter, ad- 
dreſſed to her, in which he ſeriouſly deſires her to c. 


+ Claudii Rutilii Numitiani iter, lib, i, I. 386. 


1 In vita Adriani. 
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ſer ſacrifice to Aro ro and RSA Ius, in grati- 
tude for the recovery of his health “. 


Po ur- x's devotion was much more ſincere: 
In all his conduct, during the civil wars, he paid a 
great regard to auguries, dreams, and prophecies +. 
Avouvsrus was tainted with ſuperſtition of every 
kind. As it is reported of M1LTon, that his poeti- 
cal genius never flowed with eaſe and abundance in 
the ſpring; ſo Avucvusrus obſerved, that his own 
genius for dreaming never was ſo perfect during that 
ſeaſon, nor was ſo much to be relied on, as during 
the reſt of the year. That great and able emperor 


was alſo extremely uneaſy when he happened to 


change his ſhoes, and put the right foot ſhoe on the 
left foot f. In ſhort, it cannot be doubted, but the 
votaries of the eſtabliſhed ſuperſtition of antiquity were 
as numerous in every ſtate, as thoſe of the modern 
religion are at preſent. Its influence was as univer- 
fal ; tho' it was not ſo great. As many people gave 
their aſſent to it; tho' that aſſent was not ſeemingly 
ſo ſtrong, preciſe, and affirmative. 


We may obſerve, that, notwithſtanding the dog- 
matical, imperious ſtyle of all ſuperſtition, the con- 


* Lib. 14 epiſt. 7. 
+ Cicero de divin, lib. 2, e. 24. 


1 Sueton, Aug. cap. 90, 91, 92. Plin, lib, ii. cap» 7. 
; viction 


* 
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viction of the religioniſts, in all ages, is more affected 
than real, and ſcarce ever approaches, in any degree, 
to that ſolid belief and perſuaſion, which governs us 
in the common affairs of life. Men dare not avow, 
even to their own hearts, the doubts, which they en- 
tertain on ſuch ſubjects: They make a merit of im- 
plicit faith; and diſguiſe to themſelves their real in- 
fidelity, by the ſtrongeſt aſſeverations and moſt poſi- 
tive bigotry. But nature is too hard for all their en- 
deavours, and ſuffers not the obſcure, glimmering 
light, afforded in thoſe ſhadowy regions, to equal the 
ſtrong impreſſions, made by common ſenſe and by 
experience. The uſual courſe of men's conduct be- 
lies their words, and ſhows, that the aſſent in theſe 
matters is ſome unaccountable operation of the mind 
between diſbelief and conviction, but approaching 
much nearer the former than the latter. 


Since, therefore, the mind of man appears of fo 
looſe and unſteddy a contexture, that, even at pre- 


ſent, when ſo many perſons find an intereſt in con- 


tinually employing on it the chiſſel and the hammer, 
yet are they not able to engrave theological tenets 
with any laſting impreſſion; how much more muſt 
this have been the caſe in antient times, when the 
retainers to the holy function were ſo much fewer in 
compariſon ? No wonder, that the appearances were 
then very inconſiſtent, and that men, on ſome occa- 


ſions, might ſeem determined infidels, and enemies 
P 6 | to 
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to the eſtabliſhed religion, without being ſo in reality; 
or at leaſt, without . their own minds in that 
particular. | 


 AnoTHER cauſe, which rendered the antient reli- 
gions much looſer than the modern, is, that the for- 
mer were traditional and the latter are /crip/ura/; and 
the tradition in the former was complex, contradic- 
tory, and, on many occaſions, doubtful ; ſo that it 
could not poſſibly be reduced to any ſtandard and 
canon, or afford any determinate articles of faith 
The ſtories of the gods were numberleſs like the 
popiſh legends; and tho? every one, almoſt, believed 
a part of theſe ſtories, yet no one could believe or 
know the whole: While, at the ſame time, all muſt 
| have acknowledged, that no one part ſtood on a bet- 
ter foundation than the reſt, The traditions of dif- 
ferent cities and nations were alſo, on many occaſions, 
direaly oppoſite ; and no reaſon could be found for 
preferring one to the other. And as there was an 
infinite number of ſtories with regard to which tradi- 
tion was no way poſitive; the gradation was in- 
ſenfible, from the moſt fundamental articles of faith, 
to thoſe looſe and precarious fiftions. The pagan re- 
ligion, therefore, ſeemed to vaniſh like a cloud, when- 
ever one approached to it, and examined it piecemeal. 
It could never be aſcertained by any fixed dogmas 
and principles, And tho* this did not convert the 
generality of mankind from ſo abſurd a faith; for 


when 
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when will the people be reaſonable ? yet it made 
them faulter and heſitate more in maintaining their 
principles, and was even apt to produce, in certain 
diſpoſitions of mind, ſome practices and opinions, 
which had the appearance of determined infidelity. 


To which we may add, that the fables of the pa- 
gan religion were, of themſelves, light, eaſy, and 
familiar; without devils or ſeas of brimſtone, or any 
objects, that could much -terrify the imagination, 
Who could forbear ſmiling, when he thought of the 
loves of Mas and Venus, or the amorous frolics 
of JuriTz& and Pan? In this reſpect, it was a true 
poetical religion ; if it had not rather too much levity 
for the graver kinds of poetry. We find that it has 
been adopted by modern bards; nor have theſe talked 
with greater freedom and irreverence of the gods, 
whom they regarded as fictions, than the antient did 
of the real objects of their devotion, 


Tut inference is by no means juſt, that becauſe a 
ſyſtem of religion has made no deep impreflion on 


the minds of a people, it muſt therefore have been 
poſitively rejected by all men of common ſenſe, and 
chat oppoſite principles, in ſpite of the prejudices of 
education, were generally eſtabliſned by argument 
and reaſoning. I know not, but a contrary inference 
may be more probable. The leſs importunate and 
aſſuming any ſpecies of ſuperſtition appears, the leſs 

Will 
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will it provoke men's ſpleen and indignation, or en- 
gage them into enquiries concerning its foundation 
and origin. This in the mean time is obvious, that 
the empire of all religious faith over the underſtand- 
ing is wavering and uncertain, ſubject to all va- 
rieties of humour, and dependent on the preſent in- 
cidents, which ſtrike the imagination. The diffe- 
rence is only in the degrees. An antient will place 
a ſtroke of impiety and one of ſuperſtition alternately, 
thro* a whole diſcourſe * : A modern often thinks in 
the ſame way, tho' he may be more guarded in his 
expreſſions, 


. Lvc1an tells us expreſsly , that whoever believed 
not the moſt ridiculous fables of paganiſm was eſteemed 


® Witneſs this remarkable paſſage of TAcirus: © Præter 
« multiplices rerum humanarum caſus, cœlo terraque prodigia, 
& fulminum monitus, & futurorum prefagia, læta, triſtia, 
« ambigua, manifeſta. Nec enim unquam atrocioribus populi 
«© Romani cladibus, magiſque juſtis judiciis approbatum eſt, non 
« eſſe curæ Diis ,ſecuritatem noſtram, eſſe ultionem,”* Hiſt, 
lib. i, Aucus ro $'s quarrel with NET Tux E is an inſtance of 
the ſame kind. Had not the emperor believed NET TUNE to 
be a real being, and to have dominion over the ſea; where had 
been the foundation of his anger? And if he believed it, what 
madneſs to provoke till farther that deity ? The ſame obſerva- 
tion may be made upon QUINTILIAN's exclamations, on ac- 
count of the death of his children, lib. vi, Præf. 


+ Philopſeudes, 


by 


_ 
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by the people profane and impious. To what pur- 
poſe, indeed, would that agreeable author have em- 
ployed the whole force of his wit and ſatyr againſt 
the national religion, had not that religion been ge- 
nerally believed by his countrymen and contempo- 
raries? 


Livy * acknowledges as frankly, as any divine 


would at preſent, the common incredulity of his age; 
but then he condemns it as ſeverely. And who can 
imagine, that a national ſuperſtition, which could de. 
lude ſo great a man, would not alſo impoſe on the 
generality of the people? 


Tus STo1cs beſtowed many magnificent and even 
impious epithets on their ſage ; that he alone was 
rich, free, a king, and equal to the immortal gods. 
They forgot to add, that he was not inferior in pru- 
dence and underſtanding to an old woman. For ſurely 
nothing can be more pitiful than the ſentiments, which 
that ſe& entertained with regard to all popular ſuper- 
ſtitions; while they very ſeriouſly agree with the com- 
mon augurs, that, when a raven croaks from the left, 
it is a good omen; but a bad one, when a rook 
makes a noiſe from the fame quarter. PaxzTrvs 
was the only SToic, amongſt the Greexs, who ſo 


much as doubted with regard to auguries and divina- 


Lib. x, cap. 40, 
tior.s, 
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tions. Marcus AnToNninus f tells us, that he 
himſelf had received many admonitions from the gods 
in his ſleep. It is true; EexicTeTvus 4 forbids us to 
cegard the language of rooks and ravens ; but it is 
not, that they do not ſpeak truth : It is only, becauſe 
| they can foretel nothing but the breaking of our 
neck or the forfeiture of our eſtate ; which are Cir- 
cumſtances, ſays he, that no way concern us. Thus 


the Srorcs join a philoſophical enthuſiaſm to a reli- 
gious ſuperſtition. The force of their mind, being 


all turned to the fide of morals, unbent itſelf in that 
of religion ||. 


' PLaTo + introduces Soca Ar Es affirming, that the 
accuſation of impiety raiſed againſt him was owing 
entirely to his rejecting ſuch fables, as thoſe of Sa- 
TuRs's caſtrating his father, Ur anus, and Jupi- 
TER's dethroning SATURN: Yet in a ſubſequent dia- 
logueh, SocraTEs confeſſes, that the doctrine of 
the mortality of the ſoul was the received opinion of 


the people. Is there here any contradiction? Yes, 


® Cicero de Divin. lib. i, cap. 3. & 7. 
+ Lib. i. F 17, 1 Each. 5˙17. 

The Stoics, I own, were not quite orthodox in the eſta- 
bliſhed religion; but one may ſee, from theſe inſtances, that 
they went a great way : And the people undoubtedly went every 
- > 

.i4 Eutyphro, 8 Pheedo, 


ſutely: 
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ſurely : But the contradiction is not in PLaTo; it is 
in the people, whoſe religious principles in general 
are always compoſed of the moſt diſcordant parts ; 
eſpecially in an age, when ſuperſtition ſate ſo caſy 


and light upon them “. 
Tus 


o XRENOTHORN's conduct, as related by himſelf, is, at once, 
an inconteſtable proof of the general credulity of mankind in 
thoſe ages, and the incoherencies, in all ages, of men's opinions 
in religious matters. That great captain and philoſopher, the 
diſciple of SocxaTEs, and one who has delivered ſorre of the 
moſt refined ſentiments with regard to a deity, gave all the fol- 
lowing marks of vulgar, pagan ſuperſtition, By SocnaTxs's 
advice, he conſulted the oracle of Dzry#1, before he would 
engage in the expedition of Cyrus, De exped, lib. iii, p. 294. 
ex edit, Leuncl, Sees a dream the night after the generals were 
ſeized ; which he pays great regard to, but thinks ambiguous, Id. 
p. 295. He and the whole army regard ſneezing as a very lucky 
omen. Id. p. 300. Has another dream, when he comes to the 
river CENTRITES, which his fellow general, Cy1rosornvus, 
alſo pays great regard to. Id. lib. iv. p. 323. The Grxexs 
ſuffering from a cold north wind, ſacrifice to it, and the hiſto- 
rian obſerves, that it immediately abated. Id. p. 329, XxNno- 
PHON conſults the ſacrifices in ſecret, before he would form any 
reſolution with himſelf about ſettling a colony, Lib. v. p. 359. 
He himſelf a very ſkilful augur. Id. p. 361, Is determined by 
the victims to refuſe the ſole command of the army, which was 
offered him, Lib. vi. p. 273, CLEANDER, the SPARTAN, 
tho' very deſirous of it, refuſes it for the ſame reaſon, Id. p. 392. 


XEZNOPHON mentions an old dream with the interpretation given 
him, 
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Tur ſame Ci ckRO, who affected, in his own fa- 
mily, to appear a devout religioniſt, makes no ſcruple, 
in a public court of judicature, of treating the doc- 
trine of a future ſtate as a moſt ridiculous fable, to 
which no body could give any attention“. SaLLusT+ 


him, when he firſt joined CV Rus. p. 373. Mentions alſo the 
place of Hr c xs's deſcent into hell as believing it, and ſays 
the marks of it are ſtill remaining. Id. p. 375, Had almoſt 
: ſtarved the army ratker than lead to the field againſt the auſpices, 
Id. p. 382, 3*3. His friend, Evcr1pss, the augur, would 
not believe that he had brought no money from the expedition ; 
till he (EvcL1pss) ſacrificed, and then he ſaw the matter 
clearly in the Exta, Lib. vii. p. 45. The ſame philoſopher, 
propoſing a project of mines for the increaſe of the ATHENIAN 
revenues, adviſes them. firſt to conſult the oracle. De rat. red. 
p. 392. That all this devotion was not a farce, in order to ſerve 
a political purpoſe, appears both from the facts themſelves, and 
from the genius of that age, when little or nothing could be 
gained by hypocriſy, Beſides, XR Nor HON, as appears from his 
Memorabilia, was a kind of heretic in thoſe times, which no 
political de votee ever is, It is for the Tame reaſon, I maintain, 
that Nx WTON, Lock, CLARKE, &c. being Arians or Socinians, 
were very ſincere in the creed they profeſied : And I always op- 
poſe this argument to ſome libertines, who will needs have it, 
that it was impoſſible but that theſe great philoſophers muſt have 
been bypocrites. 


Pro CLUENT10, cap. 61. 


+ De bello CAT IL IX. 


repreſents 


re 
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repreſents Cxs Ax as ſpeaking the ſame language in 
the open ſenate *. : 


Bur that all theſe freedoms implied not a total and 
univerſal infidelity and ſcepticiſm amongſt the people, 
is too apparent to be denied. Tho' ſome parts of the 
national religion hung looſe upon the minds of men, 
other parts adhered more cloſely to them: And it was 
the great buſineſs of the ſceptical philoſophers to ſhow, 
that there was no more foundation for one than for 
the other. This is the artifice of Corr in the dia- 
logues concerning the nature of the gods. He refutes 
the whole ſyſtem of mythology by leading the ortho- 
dox, gradually, from the more moznentous ſtories, 
which were believed, to the more frivolous, which 
every one ridiculed : From the gods to the goddeſſes ; 
from the goddeſſes to the nymphs; from the nymphs 


* Cicero (Tuſc, Quæſt.) lib. i. cap. 5, 6. and SENECA 
(Epiſt. 24.) as alſo JuvxNAL (Satyr 2.) maintain that there 
is no boy or old woman fo ridiculous as to believe the poets in 
their accounts of a future ſtate, Why then does LuczzTIvs 
ſo highly exalt his maſter for freeing us from theſe terrors ? Per- 
haps the generality of mankind were then in the diſpoſition of 
CzrHALUs in PrAro (de Rep. lib. i.) who while he was 


young and healthful could ridicule theſe tories z but as ſoon as he 


became old and infirm, began to entertain apprehenſions of their 


truth, This, we mgy obſerve, not to be unuſual even at pre- 
ſeat, 


to 
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to the fawns and ſatyrs His maſter, Ca NEA DES, 
had employed the ſame method of reaſoning “. 


Urox the whole, the greateſt and moſt obſervable 
differences between a tr ditional, mytholigical religion, 
and a fftemntical, ſcholaftical one, are tuo: The for- 
mer is often more reaſonable, as conſiſting only of a 
multitude of ſtories, which, however groundleſs, im- 
piy no expreſs abſurdity and demonſtrative contradic- 
tion; and fits alſo fo eaſy and light on men's minds, 
that tho* it may be as univerſally received, it makes 
ro ſuch deep impreſſion on the affections and under- 
ſtanding. 


Szer. XIII. Iapicus konceptians of the divine nature 
in maſi popular religions of both kinds. 


THe primary religion of mankind ariſes chiefly from 
an anxious fear of future events; and what ideas will 
naturally be entertained of inviſible, unknown pow- 
ers, while men lie under diſmal apprehenſions of any 
kind, may eaſily be conceived. Every image of 
vengeance, ſeverity, cruelty, and malice muſt occur 
and muſt augment the ghaſtlineſs and horror, which 
oppreſſes the amazed religioniſt, A panic having 
once ſeized the mind, the active fancy ſtill farther 


0 SzxT, Eur II. adverl, Marazx. lib. vüi. 


multiplies 
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multiplies the objects of terror; while that profound - 
darkneſs, or, what is worſe, that glimmering light, 
with which we are invironed, repreſents the ſpectres of 
divinity under the moſt dreadful appearances imag n- 
able. And no idea of perverſe wickedneſs can be 
framed, which thoſe terrified devotees do not readily, 


without ſcruple, apply to their deity. 


Tuts appears the natural ſtate of religion, when 
ſurveyed in one light. But if we conſider, on the 
other hand, that ſpirit of praiſe and eulogy, which 
neceſſarily has place in all religions, and which is the 
conſequence of theſe very terrors, we muſt expect a 


quite contrary ſyſtem of theology to prevail. Every 
virtue, every excellence, muſt be aſcribed to the di- 


vinity, and no exaggeration be eſteemed ſufficient to 
reach thoſe perfections, with which he is endowed, 
Whatever ſtrains of panegyric can be invented, are 
immediately embraced, without conſulting any argu- 
ments or phznomena. And it is eſteemed a ſufficient 
confirmation of them, that they give us more mag- 
nificent ideas of the divine object of our worſhip and 


adoration. 


_ He&e therefore is a kind of contradiction between 
the different principles of human nature, which enter 
into religion. Our natural terrors preſent the notion 

of a deviliſh and malicious deity : Our propenſity to 


praiſe leads us to acknowledge an excellent and di- 
| vine, 


334 The NaTurar History of Rei icon. 


And the influence of theſe oppoſite principles 
are various, according to the different ſituation of the 


human underſtanding, 


"In very barbarous and ignorant nations, ſuch as 
the ArRIcaxs and Invians, nay even the JAro- 
*NESe, Who can form no extenſive ideas of power and 
knowledge, worſhip may be paid to a being, whom 

they confeſs to be wicked and deteſtable ; tho? they 
may be cautious, perhaps, of pronouncing this judg- 
ment of him in public, or in his temple, where he 
may be ſuppoſed to hear their reproaches. 


: Svcu rude, imperfe& ideas of the divinity adhere 
long to all idola ers; and it may ſafely be affirmed, 
that the GRE EES themſelves never got entirely rid of 
them. It is remarked by Xenopnon “, in praiſe of 

' , SocRaTEs, that that philoſopher aſſented not to the 
vulgar opinion, which ſuppoſed the gods to know 
ſome things, and be ignorant of others: He main- 
tained that they knew every thing ; what was done, 
ſaid, or even thought. But as this was a ſtrain of 
philoſophy + much above the conception of his coun- 


* Mem. lib. i. 


F It was 8 — the antients, as a very extraordi- 


Fo nary, philoſophical paradox, that the preſence of the gods was 
not confined to the heavens, but was extended every where; as 


| we learn from Luc ax. Hermotimus five De ſectis. 
ae : © 5 try men, 
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trymen, we need not be ſurprized, if very frankly, 
in their books-and converſation, they blamed the de- 
ities, whom they worſhipped in their temples. It is 
| obſervable, that HexopoTvus in particular ſcruples 
not, in many paſſages, to aſcribe envy to the gods; 
a ſentiment, of all others, the moſt ſuitable tę a mean 
and deviliſh nature. The pagan hymns however, 
ſung in public worſhip, contained nothing but epi- 
thets of praiſe; even while the actions aſcribed to the 
gods were the moſt barbarous and deteſtable. When 
TimoTHEUs, the poet, recited a hymn to Diaxa, 
where he enumerated, with the greateſt eulogies, all 
the actions and attributes of that cruel, capricious 
goddeſs: May your daughter, ſaid one preſent, become 
ſuch as the deity whom you celebrate. 


Bur as men farther exalt their idea of their divi- 
nity ; it is often their notion of his power and know- 
ledge only, not of his goodneſs, which is improved. 
On the contrary, in proportion to the ſuppoſed extent 
of his fcience and authority, their terrors naturally 
augment ; while they believe, that no ſecrecy can 
conceal them from his ſcrutiny, and that even the 
inmoſt receſſes of their breaſt lie open before him. 
They muſt then be careful not to form expreſsly any 
ſentiment of blame and diſapprobation. All muſt be 


* PLUTARCH, de Superſtit, 
applauſe, 
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. applauſe, raviſhment, extacy. And While thei: 
gloomy apprehenſions make them aſcribe to him 
meaſures of conduct, which, in human creatures, 
would be highly blamed; they muſt ſtill affect to praiſc 
and admire that conduct in the object of their devo. 
tional addreſſes. Thus it may ſafely be affirmed, 
that many popular religions are really, in the concep- 
tion of their more vulgar votaries, a ſpecies of dæmo- 
' niſm; and the higher the deity is exalted in power 
and knowledge, the lower of courſe is he frequently 
depreſſed in goodneſs and benevolence; whatever 
epithets of praiſe may be beſtowed on him by his 
amazed adorers. Amongſt idolaters, the words may 
be falſe, and belie the ſecret opinion: But amongſt 
more exalted religioniſts, the opinion itſelf often con- 
tracts a kind of falſhood, and belies the inward ſenti- 
ment. The heart ſecretly deteſts ſuch meaſures of 
- cruel and implacable vengeance ; but the judgment 
_ - dares not but pronounce them perfect and adorable. 
And the additional miſery of this inward ſtruggle ag- 
gravates all the other terrors, by which theſe unhappy 
victims to ſuperſtition are for ever haunted. 


. Lucian * obſerves, that a young man, who reads 
the, * of the e in Hou ER or en and 


0 we esse. 
| finds 
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finds their factions, wars, injuſtice, inceſt, adul- 
tery, and other immoralities ſo highly celebrated, is 
much ſurprized afterwards, when he comes into the 
world, to obſerve, that puniſhments are by law in- 
flicted on the ſame actions, which he had been taught 
to aſcribe to ſuperior beings. The contradiction is 
ſtill perhaps ſtronger betwixt the repreſentations given 
us by ſome latter religions and our natural ideas of 
generoſity, lenity, impartiality, and juftice; and in 
proportion to the multipled terrors of theſe religions, 
the barbarous conceptions of the divinity are multiplied 


upon us | Nothing can preſerve untainted the ge- 
| _ .._ nuine 


* Baccuvs, a divine being, is 1 by the heathen 
mythology as the inventor of dancing and the theatre. Plays 
were antiently, even a part of public worſhip on the moſt ſolema 
occaſions, and often employed in times of peſtilence, to appeaſe 
| the offended deities, But they have been zealouſly proſcribed by 
the godly i in latter ages ; 3 and the play- -houſe, Ar to a 
1 divine, is the porch of Pp 


Bor in order to ſhow more dats ie it is poſſible for a 
ies to repreſent the divinity in ſtill a more immoral and un- 
amiable light than the antients, we ſhall cite a long paſſage from 
an author of taſte and imagination, .who was ſurely no enemy to 
Chriſtianity, It is the chevalier Rana, a writer, who had 
ſo laudable an inclination to be orthodox, that his reaſon never 
found any difficulty, even in the doctrines which free-thinkers 
ſcruple the moſt, the trinity, incarnation, and ſatisfation : His 
Vor. IV. Q humanity 


a 
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nuine principles of morals in our judgment of human 
conduct, but the abſolute neceſſity of theſe principles 
| 8 


humanity alone, of which he ſeems to have had a great ftock, 
rebelled againſt the doctrines of eternal reprobation and predeſti- 
nation. He expreſſes himſelf thus: What ſtrange ideas,” ſays 
be, would an Tadian or a Chineſe philoſopher have of our holy 
religion; if they judged by the ſchemes given of it by our mo- 
« dern free-thinkers, and phariſaical doctors of all ſefts ? Ac- 
« | coding to the odious and too wwlgar ſyſtem of theſe incredulous 
© ſcoffers and credulous ſcriblers, © The God of the Jews is a moſt 
ac cruel, unjuſt, partial and fantaſtical being, He created, about 
$000 years ago, a man and a woman, and plated them in a fine 
| "garden of As14, of which there are no remains. This gar- 
« gen was furniſhed with all ſorts of trees, fountains, and flowers, 
e He allowed them the uſe of all the fruits of this beautiful gar- 
e den, except of one, that was planted in the midſt thereof, 
% and that had in It a ſecret virtue of preſerving them in conti- 
« nual health and vigour of body and mind, of exalting their na- 
rc tural powers and making them wiſe, The devil entered into 
60 the body of a ſerpent, and ſolicited the firſt woman to eat of 
« this forbidden fruit; ſhe engaged her huſband to do the ſame, 
«« To puniſh. this flight curiofity and. natural deſire of life and 
« knowledge, God not only threw our firſt parents out of para- 
e diſe, but he condemned all their poſterity to temporal miſery, 
& and the greateſt part of them to eternal pains, though the 
46 ſoulwof theſe innocent children have no more relation to that 
4 of Apans than to thoſe of Nzzo and Man T; fince, 
es according to the ſcholaſtic drivellers, fabuliſts, and mytholo- 


0 yew all ſouls 2 and infuſed immediately into 
5 4% mortal 
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to the exiſtence of ſociety. If common conception 
can indulge princes in a ſyſtem of ethies, ſomewhat 
different 


c mortal bodies, ſo ſoon as the fetus is formed. To accompliſh 
cc the barbarous, partial decree of predeſtination and reprobation, 
«© God abandoned all nations to darkneſs, idolatry and ſuperſti- 
ce tion, without any ſaving knowledge or ſalutary graces; unlefs 
& it was one particular nation, whom he choſe as his peculiar 
60 people. This choſen nation was, however, the moſt ſtupid, 
« ungrateful, rebellious, and perfidious of all nations. After God 
ce had thus kept the far greater part of all the human. ſpecies, 
& during near 4000 years, in a reprobate ſtate, he changed all 
te of a ſudden, and took a fancy for other nations, beſide the 
* Jaws. Then he ſent his only begotten Son to the world, 

& under a human form, to appeaſe his wrath, ſatisfy his vin- 


ce dictive juſtice, and die for the pardon of ſin. Very few oi i 
« tions, however, have heard of this goſpel; and all the reſts 


60 though left in invincible ignorance, are damned without ex- 
« ception, or any poſſibility of remiſſion. The greateſt part of 
te thoſe who have heard of it, have changed only ſome ſpecula- 
te tive notions about God, and ſome external forms in worſhip 2 
ie For, in other reſpects, the bulk of Chriſtians have continued 
* as corrupt, as the reſt of mankind in their morals ; yea, ſo 
© much the more Mar and criminal, that their lights were 
ce greater. Unleſs it be a very ſmall ſelect number, all other 
«© Chriſtians, like the pagans, will be for ever damned ; the 
« preat ſacrifice offered up for them will become void and of no 


« effect · God will take delight for ever in their torments and 


« blaſphemies ; and though he can, by one fat, change their 
1. * yet they will remain for ever unconverted and uncon- 
2 “ vertible, 


* met A 
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different from that which ſhould regulate private per- 
fons ; bow much more thoſe ſuperior beings, whoſe 
| attributes, 


« vertible; becauſe he will be for ever unappeaſable and irrecon- 
44 cileavle, It is true, that all this makes God odious, a hater 
4 H ſouls, rather than a lover of them; a cruel, vindicti ve 
* tyrant, an impotent or a wrathful demon, rather than an all - 
4 powerful, beneficent Father of ſpirits : Yet all this is a my- 
« flery, He has ſecret reaſons for his conduct, that are impe- 
« netrable ; and though he appears unjuſt and barbarous, yet we 
4 muſt believe the contrary, becauſe what is injuſtice, crime, 
« cruelty, and the blackeſt malice in us, is in him juſtice, mer- 
« ey, and ſovereign goodneſs,” Thus the incredulous free- 
« thinkers, the judaizing Chriſtians, and the fataliſtie doctors 
4 have disfigured and diſhonoured the ſublime myſteries of our 
6 holy faith ; thus, they have confounded the nature of good 
and evil; transformed the moſt monſtrous paſſions into divine 
* attributes, and ſurpaſſed the pagans in blaſphemy, by aſcribing 
4 to the eternal nature, as perfections, what makes the moſt 
© horrid crimes amongſt men. The groſſer Pagans contented 
© themſelves with divinizing luſt, inceſt, and adultery ; but the 
« predeſtinarian doftors have divinized cruelty, wrath, fury, 
+ vengeance, and all the blackeſt vices.” See the Chevalier 
WRantays phſlofophical priaciples of natural and n reli- 


y Part I. p. 491. 


TH Tux fame author aſſets in other PER that the Arminie 
and Melin;ft ſchemes ſerve very little to mend the matter : And 
Having thus thrown, himſelf out of all received ſects of Chriſ- 
e Og. ep of Me www, which is a 

Kind 


« 
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attributes, views, and nature are ſo totally unknown 
to us? Surnt ſuperis ſua jura. The gods have maxims 
of juſtice peculiar to themſelves, 


SECT, XIV. Bad influence of moſt popular religi om on 


morality. 


Hz&z I cannot forbear obſerving a fact, which may 
be worth the attention of thoſe, who make human 
nature the object of their enquiry, It is certain, that, 
in every religion, however ſublime the verbal defini- 
tion, which it gives of its divinity, many of the vota- 
ries, perhaps the greateſt number, will fill ſeek the 
divine favour, not by virtue and good. morals, which 
alone can be acceptable to a perfect being, but either 


by frivolous obſervances, by intemperate zeal, by 


rapturous extaſies, or by the belief of myſterious and 
abſurd opinions. The leaſt part of the Sadder, as 
well as of the Pentateuch, conſiſts in precepts of mora- 
lity ; and we may be aſſured, that 9 


kind of Ox igeniſa, and fuppoſes the — of tad 


both of men and beafts, and the eternal ſalvation and converfion 
of all men, beaſts, 'and devils, But this notion, being quite pe- 
euliar to himſelf, we need not treat of, I thought the opinions 


of this ingenious author very curious; but I pretend n not to war- 


vant the juſtneſs of them. 


32 TR Uh Wes 501. 1 14 
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ways the leaſt obſerved and regarded. When the old 

Romans were attacked with a peſtilence, they never 
aſcribed their ſufferings to their vices, or dreamed of 
repentance and amendment. They never thought 
that they were the general robbers of the world, vhoſe 
ambition and avarice made deſolate the earth, and re- 
duced opulent nations to want and beggary. They 
only created a dictator -, in order to drive a nail into 
a door; and by that means, they e _ 
W ſufficiently __— their incenſed . 


** o NA, one faction entering into 9conſpirnacy, 
"barbarouſly and treacherouſly aſſaſſinated ſeven hun- 
dred of their fellow-citizens ; and carried their fury ſo 
far, that, one miſerable fugitive having fled to the 
temple, they cut off his hands, by which he clung to 


the gates, and carrying him out of holy ground, im- 
mediately murdered him. + By this impiety, fays Hz- 


' RODOTVUs +, (not by the other many cruel aſfaſſina- 
tions) they effended the gedi, and contraed an * 
able guilt. 


"Nav, if y we ſhould ſuppoſe, | what ſeldom happens, 
| that 3 popular religion were fqund, in which it was 
expreſsly declared, that nothing but morality could 


: „ Called Diftator clavis Ggenie cauſa. T. Livin 1. vi 
e. iii. 


1 Lib, vi. et ni eee ee 
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gain the divine favour; if an order of prieſts were in- 
ſtituted to inculcate this opinion, in daily ſermons, 
and with all the arts of perſuaſion; yet ſo inveterate 
are the people's prejudices, that for want of ſome 
other ſuperſtition, they would make the very atten- 
dance on theſe ſermons the eſſentials of religion, ra- 
ther than place them in virtue and good morals. The 
ſublime prologue of Za L ERucus's laws“ inſpired not 
the Lock iAxs, fo far as we can learn, with any ſoun- 
der notions of the meaſures of acceptance with the 
deity, than were familiar to the other Ga EEK s. 


Tu is obſervation, then, holds univerſally : But 
Rill one may be at ſome loſs to account for it. It is 
not ſufficient to obſerve, that the people, every where, 
degrade their deities into a fimilitude with themſelves, 
and conſider them merely as a ſpecies of human crea- 
tures, ſomewhat more potent and intelligent, This 
will not remove the difficulty, For there is no max ſo 
ſtupid, as that, judging by his natural reaſon, he 
would not eſteem virtue and honeſty the moſt valuable 
qualities, which any perſon could poſſeſs. Why not 
aſcribe” the fame ſentiment to his deity ? Why not 
make all religion, or the chief part of it, to conſiſt in 
theſe attainments ? | 


— 


To be found in Diop. Ste. lib, xii, 
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Non is it ſatisfactory to ſay, that the practice of 
morality is more difficult than that of ſuperſtition; 
and is therefore rejected. For, not to mention the 
exceſſive pennances of the Brachmuns and Talapoins; 
It is certain, that the Rhamadan of the Tur ks, dur- 
ing which the poor wretches, for many days, often 
in the hotteſt months of the year, and in ſome of the 
hotteſt climates of the world, remain without eating 
or drinking from the rifing to the ſetting of the ſun ; 
this Ramadan, 1 ſay, muſt be more ſevere than the 
practice of any moral duty, even to the moſt vicious 
and depraved of mankind. The four lents of the 
Muscovirze, and the auſterities of ſome Roman Ca- 
tholice, appear more diſagreeable than meekneſs and 
benevolence. In ſhort, all virtue, when men are re- 
conciled to it by ever ſo little practice, is a ; 
All fupeiftition is for ever odious and burthenſome. | 

—— the following account may be received 
as a true ſolation of the difficulty. The duties which 
a man performs as a friend or parent, ſeem merely 
owing to his benefaQor or children; nor can he be 
wanting to theſe duties, without breaking through 
all the ties of nature and morality. A ſtrong inclina- 
tion may prompt him to the performance: A ſenti- 
ment of order and moral beauty joins its force to theſe 
natural ties: And the whole man, if truly virtuous, 


is Nas to his duty, without any effort or endeavour. 
Even 
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Even with regard to the virtues, which are more au- 


ſtere, and more founded on refleQion, ſuch as public 


ſpirit, filial duty, temperance, or integrity; the mo- 
ral obligation, in our apprehenſion, removes all pre- 
tence to religious merit; and the virtuous conduct is 
eſteemed no more than what we owe to ſociety and to 
ourſelves, In all this, a ſuperſtitions man finds no- 
thing, which he has properly performed for the fake 
of his deity, or which can peculiarly recommend him 
to the divine favour and protection. He conſiders 
not, that the moſt genuine method of ſerving the divi- 
nity is by promoting the happineſs of his creatures. 
He ſtill looks out for ſome more immediate ſervice of 


the ſupreme being, in order to allay thoſe terrors, 


with which he is haunted. And any practice, recom- 
mended to him, which either ſerves to no purpoſe i in 
life, or offers the ſtrongeſt violence to his natural 1 in- 
 clinations ; chat practice he will the more readily em- 
brace, on account of thoſe very circumſtances, which 
ſhould make him abſolutely reje& it. It ſeems the 
more purely religious, that it proceeds from no mix- 
ture of any other motive or conſideration, And if, 
for its ſake, he ſacrifices much of his eaſe and quiet, 
his claim of merit appears ſtill to. riſe upon him, in 
proportion to the zeal and devotion, which he diſ- 
covers. In reſtoring a loan, or paying a debt, his di- 
vinity is no way beholden to him; becauſe theſe acta 
of juſtice are what he was bound to perform, and 


what many would have performed, were there no 
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god in the univerſe. But if he faſt aday, or give 
himſelf a found whipping ; this has a direct reference, 
in his opinion, to the ſervice of God. No other mo- 
tive could engage him to ſuch auſterities. By theſe 
diſtinguiſhed marks of devotion, he has now acquired 
the divine favour ; and may expect, in recompence, 
protection and ſafety i in this world, and eternal happi- 
vel; in the HINA 


\ Hence the greateſt crimes have been found, in 
many inſtances, compatible with a ſuperſtitious piety 
and devotion : Hence it is juſtly regarded as unſafe to 
draw any certain inference in fayour of a man's morals 
from the fervour or ſtrictneſs of his religious exerciſes, 
even though he himſelf believe, them fincere, Nay, 
It has been obſerved, that enormities of the blackeſt 
dye, have. been rather apt to produce ſuperſlitious ter- 
rors, and encreaſe the religious paſſion, BowiLcas, 
having formed a conſpiracy for aſſaſſinating at once 
the whole ſenate of Ca x THA CRE, and invading the 
lberties of his country, loſt the opportunity, from a 
contigual regard to omens and propheſies. Thoſe æubo 
undertake the meſ criminal! aud oft dangerous enrer- 
prizes are commonly the moſt feperfiitions ; as an antient 
hiftorian ® remarks on this' occaſion, Their devotion 
| _=_ ä . their . "PLES LINE 
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was not contented with the eſtabliſhed deities, and 
received rites of the national religion : His anxious 
terrors made him ſeek new inventions of this kind + 3 
which he never probably had dreamed of, had he re- 
mained a good citizen, and obedient to the laws of 
his country. 


To which we may add, that, even after the com- 
miſſion of crimes, there' ariſe remorſes and ſecret hor- 
rors, which give no reſt to the mind, but make it 
have recourſe to religious rites and ceremonies, as 
expiations of its offences. Whatever weakens or diſ- 
orders the internal frame promotes the intereſts of ſu- 
perſtition : And nothing is more deſtructive to them 
than a manly, ſteddy virtue, which either preſerves us 

from diſaſtrous, melancholy accidents, or teaches us 
to bear them. During ſuch calm ſunſhine of the 
mind, theſe ſpectres of falſe divinity never make 
their appearance. On the other hand, while we 
abandon ourſelyes to the natural undiſciplined ſuggeſ- 
tions of our timid and anxious hearts, every kind of 


barbarity is aſcribed to the ſupreme being, from the 


terrors, with which we are agitated ; and every kind 
of caprice, from the methods which we embrace, in 
order to appeaſe him. Barbarity, caprice ; thele 
qualities, however nominally diſguiſed, we may uni- 
verſally obſerve, to form the ruling character of the 


+ Cic, CarH. i. 8411s r. de bello Car. 
| deity, 
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deity, in popular religions. Even prieſts, inſtead of 
correcting theſe depraved ideas of mankind, have 
often been found ready to foſter and encourage 
them. The more tremendous the divinity is repre- 
ſented, the more tame and ſubmiſſive do men be- 
come to his minifters : And the more unaccountable 
the meaſures of acceptance required by him, the more 
neceſſary does it become to abandon our natural rea- 
ſon, and yield to their ghoſtly guidance and direc- 
tion. And thus it may be allowed, that the artifices 
of men aggravate our natural infirmities and follies of 
this kind, but never originally beget them. Their 
root ſtrikes deeper into the mind, and ſprings from the 
eſſential and ene Properties of human nature. 


ster. XV. See Corollary from the whole, 


TP 8 the ſtupidity of men, barbarous and un- 
inſtructed, be ſo great, that they may not ſee a ſo» 
vereign author in the more obvious works of nature, 
to which they are {o much familiarized ; yet it ſcarce 
ſeems poſlible, that any one of good underſtanding 
ſhould reje& that idea, when. onge it is ſuggeſted to 
him. A, purpoſe, an intention, a deſign is evident 
in every thing; and when our comprehenſion is ſo 
far enlarged as to contemplate the firſt riſe of this 
viſible ſyſtem, we muſt adopt, with the ſtrongeſt 
conviction, the idea of ſome intelligent cauſe or 
author. The uniform maxims too, which prevail 


through 
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through the whole frame of the univerſe, naturally, 
if not neceſſarily, lead us to conceive this intelli- 
gence as fingle and undivided, where the prejudices 
of education oppoſe not ſo reaſonable a theory, 
Even the contrarieties of nature, by diſcovering theme 
ſelves every where, become proofs of ſome con- 
ſiſtent plan, and eſtabliſh one fingle purpoſe or 
intention, however inexplicable and incomprehenſible, 


Good and ill are univerſally intermingled and 
confounded ; happineſs and miſery, wiſdom and 
folly, virtue and vice. Nothing is pure and en- 
tirely of a piece. All advantages are attended 
with diſadvantages. An univerſal compenſation 
prevails in all conditions of being and exiſtence, 
And it is ſcarce poſſible for us, by our moſt chime- 
tical wiſhes, to form the idea of a ſtation or ſitua- 
tion altogether deſirable, The draughts of life, 
according to the poet's fiftion, are always mixed 
from the vefſels on each hand of Ju rITER : Or 
if any cup be preſented altogether pure, it is 
drawn only, as the ſame port tells us, from the left- 
handed veſſel. 


Tus more exquiſite any good is, of which 
a ſmall ſpecimen is afforded us, the ſharper is the 
evil, allied to it; and few exceptions are found to 
this uniform law of nature. The moſt ſprightly wit 
borders' on madneſs ; the higheſt effuſions' of joy 
produce the deepeſt melancholy ; the moſt raviſh- 


ing 
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ing pleaſures are attended with the moſt cruel laſſi- 
tude and diſguſt; the moſt flattering hopes make 
way for the ſevereſt diſappointments, And in ge- 
neral, no courſe of life has ſuch ſafety (for hap- 
pineſs is not to be dreamed of) as the temperate 
and moderate, which maintains, as far as poſ- 


fible, a mediocrity, and a kind of inſenſibility, in 
every thing. 


As the good, the great, the tiene. the raviſh- 
ing are found eminently in the genuine principles 
of theiſm; it may be expected, from the. analogy 
of nature, that the baſe, the abſurd, the mean, the 
terrifying will be diſcovered oy in a fic- 


tions and chimeras. | 


Tus univerſal propenſity to believe in inviſible, 
intelligent power, if not an original inſtinct, being 
at leaſt a general attendant of human nature, may 
be conſidered as a kind of mark or ſtamp, which 
the divine workman has ſet upon his work; and 
nothing ſurely can more dignify mankind, than to 
be thus ſelected from all the other parts of the crea- 
tion, and to bear the image or impreſſion of the 
univerſal Creator. But conſult this image, as it 
commonly appears in the popular religions of the 
world. How is the deity disfigured in our repre- 
ſentations of him]! What caprice, abſurdity, and 
immorality are attributed to him! How much is he 
degraded even below the character which we ſhould 

| naturally, 
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naturally, in common life, aſcrive to a man of anſe 
and virtue 55: 


Woar 2 noble privilege is it of human reaſon 
to attain the knowledge of the ſupreme Being ; and, 
from the viſible works of nature, be enabled to infer 
ſo ſublime a principle as its ſupreme Creator? But 
turn the reverſe of the medal. Survey moſt nations 
and moſt ages. Examine the religious principles, 
which have, in fact, prevailed in the world. You 
will ſearcely be perſuaded, that they are other than 
ficke men's dreams: Or perhaps will regard them 
more as the playſome whimſies of monkeys in human 
ſhape, than the ſerious, poſitive, dogmatical aſſeve- 
rations of a being, who dignifies himſelf with the name 
of ratianal. Wo 


Hear tho ** proteſtations of all men: No- 
thing they are ſo certain of as their religious tenets. 
Examine their lives: You will ſcarcely think that 
they repoſe the ſmalleſt confidence in them. 


Tux greateſt and trueſt zeal gives us no ſecurity | 
againſt hypocriſy : The moſt open impiety is attend- 
ed with a ſecret dread and compunction. 


No theological abſurdities ſo glaring as have not, 
ſometimes, been embraced by men of the greateſt 
and moſt cultivated underſtanding. No religious 
precepts ſo rigorous as have not been adopted by 
the moſt voluptuous aud moſt abandoned of men. 

5 Jo Vo- 
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 Ionorance if the mother of Devotion : A maxim, 
that is proverbial, and confirmed by general expe. 
rience. Look out for a people, entirely void of re- 
ligion : If you find them at all, be aſſured, that they 
are but few degrees removed from brutes. 


War fo pure as ſome of the morals, included 
in ſome theological ſyſtems ? What ſo corrupt as 
"tome of the practices, to which theſe ſyſtems give riſe ? 


Tus comfortable views, exhibited by the belief 
of futurity, are raviſhing and delightful. But how 
quickly vaniſh, on the appearance of its terrors, 
which keep a more firm and durable poſſeſſion of the 
human mind ? 

Taz whole is a riddle, an znigma, an inexpli- 
cable myſtery. Doubt, uncertainty, ſuſpence of 
judgment appear the only reſult of our moſt ac- 
curate ſcrutiny, concerning this ſubject. But ſuch 
is the frailty of human reaſon, and ſuch the irreſiſ- 
tible contagion of opinion, that even this delibe- 
rate doubt could ſcarce be upheld ; did we not 
enlarge our view, and oppoſing one ſpecies of ſuper- 
ſlition to another, ſet them a quarrelling ; while we 
- ourſelves, during their fury and contention, happily 
make our eſcape, into the calm, though obſcure, re- 
. gions of philoſophy.  * 
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